
             

The Official Publication
of the TAC Recce 

Reunion Association

WINTER 2001

TTHEHE RRECCEECCE
RREADEREADER

L a v e r n e  Ò G r i f f Ó  G r i f f i n ,  S a m  D i c k e n s  a n d

USAF C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  G e n .  M i c h a e l  E .  R y a n  a t

t h e  R F - 8 6  R e u n i o n  f i n a l  b a n q u e t

S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  2 0 0 0 .

R
ec

ce
 R

ea
de

r 
P

ho
to



2 The Recce Reader, Winter 2001

The Recce Reader is the official publication of the TAC Recce
Reunion Association and is published four times annually.
Statements and opinions represent the views of each
author. Articles from members and commercial enterprises
will be considered for publication. Submissions may be
edited for appropriate content, grammar and length. The
desired format for submissions is in Microsoft Word or a
similar word processing program. Send material to the 
editors by email (preferred) or by snail mail.
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Hello, all. Those of you with email will find
this repetitious but the purpose is to make

sure everyone is on the same page regarding our RECCE
contributions to two museums. 

During our business meeting at the RECCE Reunion in
New Hampshire, the members voted to contribute $5,000
to each of two museums, in support of the efforts by those
museums to build and maintain a bigger and better histo-
ry of aerial reconnaissance. 

Checks in the amount of $5,000, were presented to The
Aerospace Heritage Foundation Of Utah and The Arizona
Aerospace Foundation c/o Pima Air & Space Museum.
Roger Wilkes made the presentation in Utah. Bob
Archibald and Del Light made the presentation in Tucson
(see p. 12).

Dom Chiovari, a RECCE member who has a long-standing
high level of interest in efforts to preserve the history of
RECCE, made a personal contribution of $2,500 to these
museums in conjunction with the RECCE contributions. In
addition, Dom fully anticipates that the Mobil Foundation
will match his gifts with another $2,500 to each museum. 

In summary, these two museums should each receive a
total of $10,000 to help preserve the history of RECCE. 

At the suggestion of Dom, and with the concurrence of all
Board Members, these contributions are given in the name
of the donors: Membership of the TAC RECCE Reunion
Organization and Dom Chiovari, respectively, but also pre-
sented to honor an individual who has devoted so many
years of time and effort to the RECCE Community,
Col. Bill Laseter. 

Bill has given so much of his time and energy for more
than 20 years to our organization and to our entire RECCE
community. Bill currently lives in Dallas, Texas, with his
wife, Janie, who also deserves great credit for her work
right along with Bill. 

We believe many of you may have stored away in your
attics and garages a treasury of RECCE history that may
be of interest to the museums. Please take inventory and
determine what you will be willing to contribute. WeÕll let
you know the procedures for sending this material to the
museums in the next issue of The Recce Reader. ÑCarlos

Notes from CarlosNotes from Carlos EditorEditorÕs Thrusts Thrust

Reunions, reunions, reunions. Marj and I went
to a bunch last year. It started with the

Voodoo Reunion in Tucson. Then we had a break until
September when we began a 28-day trip to the East. We
decided to drive MarjÕs newest acquisition — her red
Porsche 968 convertible. (WeÕve never been without a
Porsche since we bought Chuck LustigÕs 356 at Shaw in
1964.

We had great Òtop-downÓ weather The reunions started
again with Class 52-F primary flight training in Alexan-
dria, Va. There was one other RECCE guy there, Bill
McMurray, a former Korean
RF-80 15TRS Cottonpicker.

We next visited friends in
Virginia and North Carolina.
Many of you will remember
Carl Overstreet (RF-84, U-2,
RF-101), Jim Melton (Zwei

RF-4) and Myrt (Davis)
Meade (Shaw DOÕs office).
Then it is was another
reunion/symposium in
Arlington, Va. — RF-86s. 
IÕve taken the liberty of 

promoting them big time in this issue. TheyÕve kept their
secrets a long time. I just today found my long-forgotten
RF-86F checklist. 

Finally, after a diversion to a former home in New Jersey,
we were off to New Hampshire. After a few days with
Porsche friends in Wolfeboro, we joined TAC RECCE in
Bedford. We had a great time. 

On the way home, we had a short visit with more
RECCE friends, Don & JoAnne Carter. Don and I were 
RB-45 copilots at Yokota many years ago. 

There wonÕt be as many reunions this year, but weÕre
really looking forward to the RECCE Reunion in Durango.
Marj and I spent a few days at Mesa Verde National Park
after the Salt Lake City reunion and we can attest to the
beauty of the area. 
Communication

Keeping in contact is becoming an increasing problem. I
recently sent an email message to everyone that had an
email address on our roster — 632 names. More than 60
were returned for various reasons. If you havenÕt had an
email from me in the past two months, please send a mes-
sage to Donna Martin, donnam@county.org. ÑBob

Elizabeth & Carl Overstreet
pose with Bob Gould (left).

Mary & Jim Melton with Marj
Gould (right).
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Flash!
General Ronald R. Fogleman USAF

(Ret) will be the guest speaker at
Recce Reunion XXIII. 
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By Carlos Higgins

RECCE Leaf Peepers were TDY to
Bedford, (Manchester) New
Hampshire, October 5-8, of this

year. We were there to celebrate our
long-standing friendships and our
22nd RECCE Reunion.

Folks up in New England tolerate
crowds of visitors clogging their
roads and standing in line to view the 
countryside each autumn Ñ a coun-
tryside which is especially eye-catch-
ing this time of year. The locals refer

to us as Òleaf-peepers,Ó and are gener-
ally pleased that their leaf colors seem
to be so compatible with the green
from our wallets. It is a good fit and
we were there at the absolute prime
time for colors. It was indeed a most
pleasant reunion.

Katherine and I acted as hosts for the
event, but of course we had help from
a number of people. The hotel provid-
ed a fine facility for our hospitality
room. Then, Bill & Marty Bradley, with
the help of George Howard and Cissie
Whaley did all the right things to make

that facility into an outstanding hospi-
tality room. Many thanks go to each of
these troops. George also acted as a
part-time tour guide for us, and out-
shined our hired-hand guides. Cissie
made sure our hospitality room was
continuously hospitable and Òready
for inspection.Ó

We had one tour to the White Moun-
tains area, and another to the Maine
Coast, which included a stop for
lunch at one of the famed Òlobster
bakesÓ of Maine.

One ÒbummerÓ part of our plans was

ItItÕs a Ws a Wrap! RECCE Reunion XXIIrap! RECCE Reunion XXII
It was another great opportunity 
for commiserating, exaggeration and camaraderie

RECCE Reunion 2000RECCE Reunion 2000

Katherine & Carlos Higgins, our 
non-resident RECCE Reunion hosts.

Bob Burkhart listens intently,
while Dick & Georgia Holm
look on.

Harrold & Roberta Shipps.
Harrold is a cohost for the
Durango Reunion.

Janie & Bill Laseter, who got the RECCE
Reunions started 22 years ago. 

Phil Harvel with
George Howard and
friend Elois Sullivan.

Marge & Jim Murphy, cohost
for the Durango Reunion.

Roger (left) & Carolyn
Wilkes. Roger hosted the
Salt Lake City reunion and
is assisting at Durango.
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the reunion cruise and how it went
South. Many of us looked forwar d to
that with gr eat expectations. Not long
before our reunion, you may r ecall
reading about Premier Cruise Lines
ships being seized for nonpayment of
debts. That was our cruise line, and
sometime after getting our money but
before our cruise date, they were out of
business. That caused a number of
people to cancel the reunion trip
entirely and others of us to come up
with alternate plans. After the r eunion,
Katherine and I rented a car and drove
up the Maine coast and then from one
end to the other of Nova Scotia. That
was a first-rate trip. The entir e country
is postcard pretty. 

The reunion included a well-attend -
ed Friday casual meal, a Saturday

banquet and a Sunday brunch. The
hotel pr ovided not only tasty but
good-looking meals with fine service.
As hosts, we were pleased with the
hotel in all r espects.

During the banquet, we held a short
business meeting. The membership
had previously authorized the associa-
tion to contribute money to a museum
to encourage greater emphasis on the
history of r econnaissance. During this
meeting, the membership authorized
an additional contribution to another
museum for the same purposes. As
you will r ead in other articles in this
newsletter, those contributions have
been made. I applaud the membership
for not only this gener osity, but for
your inter est in setting the stage to
preserve a little more of the history of

RECCE for years to come.
In a nutshell, this was another great

reunion, where old friends fr om our
RECCE community got together again
to reminisce a little, maybe exaggerate
a bit and certainly to commiserate now
and then. But most of all, to just plain
enjoy the camaraderie of so many
weÕve each shared so much with for so
long. If you think all that is worth -
while, youÕre certainly in accord with
the rest of us, and youÕll be most 
welcome at the next RECCE Reunion.
ThatÕs in Durango, Colorado, next
October 7-9. If you plan to be there, let
your RECCE friends know, so theyÕll
have even more reasons to attend and
make this one even bigger and better.
See ya there.

A happy group of beautiful people. The gals in back are: Ginny Hare, Ann Dixon and Nancy
Burkhart. Front: Bob &Marj Gould, Katherine &Carlos Higgins and Bob Burkhart.

Vern & Margaret Letourneau of the 302nd
Squadron. Vern was Intel/PI at Sembach
and hosted the 302nd dinner at Wayward
Inn on the Squadron Night Out. Bob &Carol Pomeroy enjoy the comedy

club entertainment after the final banquet.

Bill Bradley takes a break from stocking
bar and enjoys a humorous moment with
John Stavast.

Ray Tiffault keeps us up to date on
Sumter, S.C.gossip.

Mother nature was not too cooperative, but on one of our
tours we got a glimpse of The Old Man of the Mountain.
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