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It seems a little strange today (should I say stupid) but 
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U-2 Pilots and Upper Heyford

One of the things that happens with the job of being
editor of The Recce Readeris that I get a lot of email

and letters. Some are fun, some are interesting and others
are sad, but invariably, they are educational. 

A case in point: An email r eceived from Elizabeth 
Overstreet on Aug 27, stated simply: ÒSorry to report that
Carmine Vito died in Austin, TX at 7:15 a.m. He and Carl
were good buddies in the U-2 program.Ó I didnÕt know
Vito and it was too soon to look for an obituary . But a
search on the Internet found him. The first site I checked
was www .codeone magazine.com/archives/2002/
articles/jan_02/vito. This is an interview with V ito fr om
Code Onemagazine published by Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics Company. It reads in part: 

ÒThe U-2 suspended from the ceiling of the Air & Space
Museum in Washington, DC, carries a payload from one of
its earliest flights: a small lump of chewing gum. ÔIf you
climb up the wing of the airplane, open the canopy , and
reach under the left rail, you will find my wad of tutti
fruitti,Õ says Carmine Vito, one of the first six pilots trained
to fly the high-altitude r econnaissance craft for the CIA.
Vito stuck it ther e on 5 July 1956 before taking off from
Wiesbaden, Germany, on his first operational mission.

ÒÔI was a little nervous,Õ recalls Vito. ÔAnd my throat was
dry.Õ His anxiety could have been attributed to his mission
route right over Moscow at the height of the Cold W ar.

ÒVito is the only U-2 pilot to fly dir ectly over Moscow. 
His flight was the thir d operational flight over potentially
hostile territory , or what the pilots called ÔhotÕ flights. Carl
Overstreet flew the first such flight of the U-2 on 20 June
1956. The mission covered Poland and East Germany. Then
Hervy Stockman flew over Soviet territory on 4 July , going as
far north as Leningrad to photograph naval shipyar ds and
then west to the Baltic States to cover jet bomber bases. The
fourth, fifth, and sixth missions wer e flown by Marty Knut -
son, Glen Dunaway, and Jake Kratt. All wer e successful.Ó

My first thought was ÒI didnÕt know that!Ó IÕve known
Carl Overstreet for more than 40 years. I knew he flew U-2s,
but I didnÕt know he made the first overflight. If you want
to read the rest of the interview, go to the website. If you are
computerless, you can read it in the next Recce Reader.

Nearly a year ago, I received a letter from Col. Jon P.
Pensyl, but it hibernated in my in-box. It was a photocopy
of a USA Todayarticle, titled ÒBase might get frozen in 
history.Ó The subject was RAFUpper Heyfor d. Curr ently
the base is used for storing 20,000 automobiles, high-tech
startup companies and records storage. Proposals have
been made to turn it into the United KingdomÕs first 
monument to the Cold W ar. Of course, not everyone
agrees. Developers want to build up to 5,000 new homes. 

If you want to r eminisce a bit about Upper Heyfor d, go
to www .raf-upper -heyford.org. The USA Todayarticle is at
www .usatoday.com/usatonline/20020816/4367768s.htm.

ÑBG

Down Immortality Lane

What did Plato, or Socrates, or Cicero or countless 
others have to say about immortality? Well, if you

havenÕt yet reached a level of understanding that leaves
you reasonably content, you better get to reading and
thinking. And her eÕs what I think: After thousands of
years of thought and discussion by so many philosophers
on the subject, your own conclusion will be as valid as
anyone elseÕs. 

Probably one of the more useful thoughts was
expressed by Marcus Aur elius: ÒThat no matter how 
long you live, the only thing that can be taken fr om you 
is the present.Ó

So whatÕs that got to do with Recce? IÕm talking Recce
Immortality and maybe a little bit of yours. Odds ar e,
youÕre reading this because Recce touched your life in a
pretty big way. And right now , youÕre still living in the
present, and able to deliver to an interested audience some
notes of interest about the way we flew Recce, and maybe
some notes of interest about your life.

WhoÕs the interested audience? For Recce, maybe 
someday, some random researchers will be delving into
ÔancientÕ aviation. For you, maybe one or more of your
grandchildr en or great-grandchildr en with inquiring
minds. Whoever they are, theyÕre worthy audiences; so
leave Õem something direct from you, while youÔre still
living and holding on to your Òpr esent.Ó

Aha! So this is just another invitation to contribute 
articles to The Recce Reader. Yep, it is. Bob Gould is getting
more and more good stuff from some of you, and putting
it to good use in the Reader. But there are still bunches of
you out ther e with even better stories that ought to be
told. Take a stab at it. Write up your story and send it in.
Bob is very good at editing and polishing a little her e and
there, so all you have to do is send in the basic facts.

YouÕll see in another part of this Readerthat Nigel 
Walpole is soliciting material for a book on Recce during
our SEA escapades. ThereÕs another grand opportunity to 
contribute to futur e audiences, including maybe even your
own descendants. Some day, theyÕll reach an age where
we are now, and like us, start wondering a little mor e
about the lives of their grandpar ents. 

One more thing: This little r eminder isnÕt only about
recording your Recce experiences while youÕre still 
able Ð while you still have your pr esent. ItÕs also to 
remind you to Òstop and smell the flowers,Ó as they say.
Just do it. Enjoy your present.

ÑCarlos
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Green Python Ñ Green Python Ñ Part II:Part II: Operations

VV ietnam Memoriesietnam Memories

By Gene Morris

The situation in Southeast Asia
early in 1965 was as follows: In
South Vietnam The US Army was

pouring in huge numbers because
South Vietnam was unable to defend
itself fr om the infusion of r egular North
Vietnamese Army tr oops, as well as
large amounts of material, into South
Vietnam. The US Air For ce was also
moving into South V ietnam and Thai-
land in lar ge numbers. And the US
Navy had a large number of ships in the
South China Sea. 

Laos was a backwater country but
served a very important purpose for the
North V ietnamese because it was the
land bridge fr om north to south and
was the location of what became known
as the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Supplies from
North V ietnam had been moving safely
on this trail for years because it was off
limits to all attacks. This changed in mid
1964 when we started striking targets in
southern Laos. And to thwart these
attacks the North Vietnamese stopped
moving during daylight and moved
only at night. 

At the time, we (meaning the USAF
and the Navy) had a very limited night
attack capability against small targets
so the North Vietnamese were relative-
ly invulnerable to night attack. In addi -
tion they wer e masters at camouflage,
even to the extent of pulling tr ees on
each side of the roads inward and tying
the tops together. In fact, once our
bombing started I can remember very
few times when I saw a truck on the
trail. The ir ony was that when we wer e
flying over Laos, and wer e forbidden to
fly over North V ietnam, we could look
across the Laos/North V ietnam border
and see convoys of trucks most any
time of the day. The North Vietnamese
knew that their tr ucks were perfectly
safe from us.

In order to understand this war you
have to be aware of two items. First,
Laos and North Vietnam (other than the
Hanoi/Haiphong ar ea) were very
undeveloped countries. There were

very few miles of
paved roads, one
short railr oad,
and no industrial
targets to speak
of. Consequently,
there were very
few large and eas-
ily seen targets.
For example, a 50-
foot bridge was a
huge target. Sec-
ond, the stupidity
of our leaders
(military and
civilian) can not
be overstated.
President Johnson
and Secretary of
Defense McNa-
mara were so
afraid of China
entering the con-
flict on the side of
North V ietnam
that they did not
allow us to fight
the war as it
should have been
fought. Instead,
we were com-
pelled to fight a
Ò g r a d u a l i z e d
warÓ meaning we
gradually worked
our way fr om
South to North
giving the North
Vietnamese (with unlimited help fr om
Russia and China) ample time to hide
their supplies and arm themselves to
the teeth. 

Our military leaders wer e just as stu-
pid, maybe more so because they knew
better. Not one senior military leader
ever resigned in protest as to how the
war was being fought under the dir ec-
tion of the President and Secretary of
Defense. Not one. At my level, we knew
we were not being used properly. This
is why the war against Iraq (Desert
Storm) went so well in 1991. The Cap-
tains and Majors who wer e in Vietnam

in the 1960s became the Colonels and
Generals in 1991 and they well remem-
bered how the civilians had completely
messed up running the war . Our mili -
tary leaders would not have stood for
the same kind of disastrous civilian
leadership in Desert Storm.

I can still remember that by the
summer of 1965 I knew there was no
way we could win the war in South
Vietnam unless two things happened.
First, the corruption in the South V iet-
namese government and military had
to be eliminated. Second, the air war
against North V ietnam had to be com-

And finally the first jets arrive at Udorn 
Howard Davis is driving

When the jets arrived, we used our construction elephants for
line taxis. Tom OÕMeara is aboard. 
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pletely changed. We had to be given
free rein to bomb any military tar get in
North V ietnam and Laos any time. I
had serious doubts that either of these
things would happen.

By the time our aircraft arrived in
early April 1965 we wer e involved in
flying missions all over Laos and had
just started flying missions in southern
North V ietnam. These missions were
code named Rolling Thunder and wer e
the reason we were moved to Udorn in
such a hurry. 

The rules of engagement
for the missions in North
Vietnam were numerous,
very explicit, and dif ficult
to follow . Each and every
target had to be personally
approved by President
Johnson and the approval
process was long and com-
plicated. 

For example, if we were
on a mission against an
approved target and dis-
covered another target, a
truck park for example, the
truck park target had to be
forwar ded to Washington
for appr oval along with an
explanation of why it
should be destroyed, and
maybe, just maybe days
later we would get permis -
sion to strike the truck park.
Of course by this time the
trucks would be long gone.
On some missions we were even told
the direction to enter and exit the target
area. 

We had frequent bombing halts
dir ected by President Johnson. His
intentions wer e honorable; he was try-
ing to give time for political negotia -
tions. But all he accomplished was to
give the North V ietnamese a respite
from our bombing.

What we were doing for years was
essentially jabbing North V ietnam in
the eye when we should have been
destroying the really vital tar gets like
the airfields and the dock areas. I can
still r emember seeing large numbers of

Russian ships off the coast of southern
North V ietnam headed north for
Haiphong harbor . The decks of the
ships would be loaded with AAA guns
and SA-2 missiles. Later in the Rolling
Thunder campaign, when we wer e
allowed to fly closer to Hanoi and
Haiphong, we could see the ships
unloading at the dock, unloading huge
quantities of AAA guns and missiles
that soon would be shot at us. We
couldnÕt touch them. Instead we were
striking tar gets of little military value.

What a way to run a war!
By the summer of 1965 we were

spending a month at Udorn, two weeks
back at Kadena, then back to Udorn for
another month. The Udorn living con -
ditions had impr oved a great deal. We
now wer e living in new hootches with
single rooms. The rooms were very
small but not bad at all, especially after
living in the Thai hotel. Each r oom had
a ceiling fan, a small bed, a nightstand
and light, and a steel cabinet for a clos-
et. The exterior walls were screened,
and with the fan, it was comfortable
sleeping. The community bathr ooms
were in a separate building behind the

hootches and had hot water. A bit dif -
ferent from our villas in Saigon but not
bad at all.

We were now flying close to Hanoi
and starting to fly into ar eas protected
by MiGs, missiles, and AAA. W e
werenÕt too concerned about the MiG
15/17s so long as we saw them in time
because the Voodoo was much faster
and had much more vertical accelera-
tion. And we wer enÕt overly concerned
with AAA because we had lots of actu-
al experience avoiding it in Laos. But

we had no experience
with missiles and had
to rely on classified
documents which
essentially advised us
to fly low and fast in
order to defeat missiles.

Our air craft losses
continually got worse.
Starting in 1962, Tom
OÕMearaÕs Voodoo was
severely damaged by
ground fir e while fly -
ing over Laos but Tom
was able to get back
home to Don Muang
Airport at Bangkok and
crash land on the run-
way. Tom was fine but
the aircraft was a bit
worse for wear. When
we again started flying
over Laos in 1964 we
had several aircraft
damaged and then Burt

Waltz was shot down by gr ound fir e at
Mugia Pass. 

After we started flying over North
Vietnam, we had aircraft constantly
damaged by AAA. And the damage
became much more severe as the North
Vietnamese added huge numbers of
AAA guns and missiles. Then, during
the summer of 1965 we started flying
within the missile pr otected areas
which for ced us lower and faster and
soon we were flying at 100 feet and 600
knots in heavily defended ar eas. 

As soon as we targeted the missile
sites we started seeing flak traps specif-
ically set up at the missile sites to shoot

Tom Malone in hole blasted by 85 mm AAAshell. 
The luckiest pilot in Thailand that day.
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us down. For example, when
we discovered an active missile
site, the North Vietnamese, real-
izing that we would be back to
destroy it, would move the mis -
siles a few miles away and put
up decoy missiles in place of the
real missiles. (At the speeds we
were flying it was impossible to
dif ferentiate between a real and
fake missile.) They then would
ring the fake missile site with
more AAA then you can imag-
ine. When we came back all
hell would br eak loose. As I sit
here typing, I get the shivers
just thinking about flying over a flak
trap at a missile site and this took place
38 years ago.

By the end of the summer of 1965
our losses were very heavy from AAA
fir e because we were forced to fly at
low altitudes due to the missile thr eat.
This became a terrible mental experi-
ence for us to go through because, in
our minds, getting shot down was just
a matter of time. It became abundantly
clear that none of us would make it out
of Udorn without getting shot down.
We all spent many a sleepless night
looking at the ceiling of the hootch
wondering if tomorr ow was the day
our luck would r un out. It became a
matter of survival that we needed to
solve the AAA prob-
lem while flying in
missile defended
areas.

I started researching
the Air For ce experi-
ence in the Korean War
and from my reading it
became obvious that
the Air For ce had the
same problem in Kor ea
as we were having in
North V ietnam. Any
time Air For ce aircraft
got low to the gr ound
in Kor ea the loss rate
from AAA was very
high, much higher
than the losses to
enemy aircraft. We
thought (and wer e
taught) that, due to our

faster speed as compared to Korean
War vintage aircraft, we were safe from
AAA. The literatur e of the day taught
us that the lower and faster we flew the
safer we were. Well. . . we were flying as
low and as fast as we could and were
not Òwinning the gameÓ so to speak.

One night we wer e sitting around
discussing the problem. We knew the
answer to avoiding AAA was flying
over the guns at a higher altitude. But
that would put is within the missile
envelope and we were not prone to do
this. I remember Harry Runge mention -
ing that he would pr efer to take his
chances with a missile than with the
AAA and maybe, a sort of pop-up
maneuver to a higher altitude just prior

to the target, then a
descent back to a lower
altitude after passing the
target might be an answer
to the flak pr oblem. 

This got Ernie Rutledge
and me to talking and
thinking about such a
maneuver. We wondered
how long we could stay
within the missile enve -
lope (the envelope started
at about 3,000 feet Ð The
missile had to travel that
far before it could arm)
before the missile site

locked on to us with radar and obtained
a firing solution. Nobody could give us
the answer so we decided to contact our
US Army friends back on Okinawa the
next time we rotated back to Kadena
and see if we could arrange a test. 

The Army had several Hawk air to
air missile sites on Okinawa and the
basic assumption we made was that an
Army missile had equal or better capa-
bilities than a Russian missile and that if
we could learn how to avoid being shot
down by a Hawk, the same circum-
stances would apply to the Russian
supplied SA-2 missiles. What we want-
ed to do was for one of us to fly against
a Hawk site while the other sat in the
missile control van at the Hawk site in

TARGET
5 Ð 6 NMIP

100 - 500Ô
500 KTS

35 Ð 40¼ CLIM
B

AFTERBURNER O
N

5000ÔCAMERAS ON

POP-UP TECHNIQUE

10,000 Ð 12,000 Ô
IMMEDIATELY AFTER TGT
PASSES UNDER ACFT NADIR
POINT ROLL A/C 180¼ AND
RETURN TO 200-500ÔASAP.
NAV TIME 2 MIN 40 SEC.

Ken Thomas refueling from a KC-135 on our way to North 
Vietnam. Gene is waiting to refuel and took the photo.
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order to observe what was happening
during the test.

The Army r eadily agreed (there is
never a problem between services at
the working level) so we borr owed an
Air For ce jeep that had the proper
radios for communication between the
guy at the Hawk site and the guy in the
aircraft and started the test. We flew
about five test sorties against the
Hawk site and gained a huge amount
of knowledge on what the Hawks
could and could not do.

We found out the Hawk site could
not obtain a firing solution so long as
the target (us) changed heading more
than 30 degrees and altitude more than
5,000 feet every 30 seconds. Without a
firing solution, the Hawks could not
effectively tar get us. This told us that we
could survive in the missile envelope so
long as we observed these rules.

We also wanted to find out how we
could best obtain photography of a tar -
get while flying above the most danger -
ous AAA range of 3,000 feet or lower.
What would be ideal for us would be to
fly at about 15,000 feet over the target so
that we could use our large split vertical
cameras with a 36 inch focal length. 

The information in our camera man -
uals stated that any lower than 15,000
and we would have to slow to an unac -
ceptable speed because the cameras
could not keep up with the air craft. We
would not get the 60-percent optimum
coverage and the photos may blur. Our
test proved that we could get good split
vertical photos at high speed and even
at 10,000 with no blurring but we
would not get the 60% overlap. Howev -
er we did get complete target coverage
and the overlap was not important for
our purposes.

So, using these two factors, we
designed a maneuver to try against the
Hawk sites. We approached the target
very low and very fast and at a pr e-
determined pull up point, we ignited
the afterburners and started a 30 to 45
degree climb. Now, a Voodoo climbs
like a lovesick angel in afterburner so
climbing was a matter of Òholding on.Ó
We leveled at 20,000 and maintained
that altitude for 30 seconds, then
descended to 10,000 for thirty seconds,

then climbed back to 20,000, etc. So long
as we changed altitude 5,000 ft. or
changed heading more than 30 degrees
every 30 seconds, we were reasonably
safe from missiles and completely safe
from AAA. And once we were past the
target we descended to a low altitude
again. We tried this many times against
the Hawks and they wer e able to reach
a firing solution during only one out of

every ten maneuvers. And the firing
solution was only mar ginal with a low
probability of a kill.

We immediately passed this infor -
mation to Udorn and it quickly became
known as the pop-up maneuver. A for-
mer squadron mate of mine and good
friend, Marv Reed, who was in the
45th in Saigon at the time came up
with the same type of maneuver at
about the same time so I wonÕt argue
who was first.

I believe Harry Runge and Dick
Wood were the first to try it under actu -
al combat conditions and the pop- up
maneuver worked like a charm and
solved a huge problem for us. It was as
if we all got a new lease on life because
once again, we had a fighting chance to
survive. We still had battle damage and
we still had losses but mainly because
the pop-up could be used only in good
weather. Cloud cover forced us to oper-
ate at low altitudes with the same old
AAA problem.

We still continued to lose airplanes
and pilots for the r emainder of the year
and by early 1966 there were very few
of us Òold handsÓ around. We received

a steady stream of replacements, some
very good and some Ònot-so-good
pilotsÓ since the pool of experienced
fighter pilots available for assignment
to Southeast Asia was about depleted.
The Ònot-so-good pilotsÓ came from
staff jobs and their shoot-down rate was
very high for their first 10 missions. 

We even had a couple of pilots
decide that combat flying was not to
their liking and they quit. They wer enÕt
around us or the Air For ce too long after
making that choice. The Air For ce made
very short work of these individuals
and they soon joined the civilian world.
To this day thinking about these guys
leaves a bad taste in my mouth. Thank
God there were very few of them.

Early in 1966 we received really
good news. The combat losses for
fighter cr ews flying over North V iet-
nam were so bad that the Air For ce
placed a 100 mission cap on a combat
tour. Once you flew your 100th North
Vietnam mission, you wer e finished
and went home. Our squadron had
been flying so long in Southeast Asia,
that as soon as the 100-mission cap was
announced, most of us old hands were
close to going home. I think I had
maybe three or four missions to fly and
most of the older pilots wer e finished
within a few months.

It is impossible for me to tell in
wor ds how much the 100-mission cap
meant to us. It gave us a tangible goal
to shoot for and there was an end in
sight. Before the cap, we had little
hope of surviving: we flew until we
were shot down. After the cap we once
again had the hope of making it
through a combat tour. I can tell you
that literally overnight the world was a
much better place to live for a lot of Air
Force fighter pilots.

In May of 1966 my tour of duty on
Okinawa was finished and my family
and I went back to the states. At about
that same time, since all our pilots had
completed 100 missions. the 15th was
withdrawn fr om Udorn and r eturned to
Kadena. The 15th was replaced at
Udorn by the 20th squadron which was
permanently assigned there for the
duration of the war .

Tom Malone with our green python 
mascot ÔGreenieÕin 1965.



I n 1939, the U.S. Army Air For ce
asked Harold E. Edgerton, a scien-
tist at MIT to design a flash lamp

strong enough to be used for night-
time aerial photography .

Edgerton had developed and pop-
ularized the str oboscope and elec-
tronic flash for photographic illumi -
nation. In or der to see the fascinating
world that is imper ceptible to the
human eye Edgerton pioneered high-
speed, stop-motion photography
with his Str obotac. Edgerton accepted
the USAAF challenge. 

What the Air For ce required was a
flash unit thousands of times mor e
powerful than the Str obotac, which
had been designed for indoor use at
close range. Between 1939 and 1944
Edgerton supervised the develop-
ment, testing, and deployment of six
models of nighttime aerial flash equip -
ment suitable for various planes and
situations. 

His work bolster ed the Allied cause
with vital intelligence about enemy
strengths and weaknesses during the
Italian campaign, in the Far East and
immediately prior to the Normandy
invasion. 

WWWW II Nighttime PhotosII Nighttime Photos

This declassified nighttime aerial photo, taken by an F-5, shows the destruction of a
bridge and disruption of rail connections somewhere near the German Gustav Line
between Naples and Rome during the Battle of Monte Casino in the winter of 1944.
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Korea: Are the Bombs Hitting the TKorea: Are the Bombs Hitting the T arget?arget?
By Tom Stevens

I was comparing military experi -
ences with my friend, Bob Gould
and I mentioned that our bomb

crew took photo r econnaissance of the
targets as the bombs from our B-29
were exploding and he asked me to
write an article for his newsletter .

I enlisted in the USAF upon gradu -
ation fr om high school in 1951. After
basic training at Lackland AFB, I was
sent to Turr et System Mechanics
School at Lowery AFB, a prerequisite
for aerial gunnery school. After almost
a year at Lowery, I was sent to Ran-
dolph AFB where B-29 crews were
being assembled. I was the last gunner
to join the crew and thus got the least
desirable gunnerÕs position, the tail.
After training at Randolph and a short
stop at Forbes AFB, our crew was on

our way to Okinawa. W e were
assigned to the 371st Bomb Squadron,
307th Bomb Wing.

Our mission was to bomb strategic
targets in North Kor ea. A typical mis -
sion would last fr om seven to nine
hours with most of it being over water .
We carried 40 500-lb. bombs plus a
flash bomb. We bombed from an alti-
tude of 27,000 to 29,000 feet. 

Shortly before our crew arrived,
General LeMay, Commander of SAC,
became concerned with the number of
B-29 losses and decided to fly all night
missions. Most of these losses were
due to well-trained Russian pilots fly -
ing MIG 15s against the much slower
B-29. Subsequently, all of our combat
missions were flown entir ely at night.
We left Kadena in the early evening
and landed during the early morning
hours. That explains the need for the

flash bomb. The flash bomb was set to
detonate at about 5,000 feet over the
target. The light from it trigger ed a
light sensitive camera that was mount -
ed in the rear of the aircraft, just for-
ward of the lower aft gun turr et. The
camera was delivered to the aircraft
shortly befor e we started our taxi out
to the runway. Specialists placed it
securely in a special rack. I wish I
knew mor e about the technical details
of the camera, but my only concern at
that time was to be sure it was turned
on before making my way to the tail
compartment prior to flying into the
combat zone.

When a mission was completed we
were taken to a debriefing where the
photos were developed. From these
photographs assessments were made
of the damage to the target.
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These pictures were taken at the Hill AFBMuseum by Roger
Wilkes near the end of May 2003. He clicked them in order from
left to right beginning on the right side of the RF-4C and contin-
uing around the nose to the side with the non-standard paint

job. The master plan is to place the RF-4C in a prominent corner
of the hangar with story boards telling the history of Tac Recce
mounted on the walls. Scale models of other RF aircraft will be
displayed in a glass case. Roger believes this is last RF-4C built.

RF-4C at Hill AFBRF-4C at Hill AFB MuseumMuseum

RF-86F at USAFRF-86F at USAF MuseumMuseum

The grey stuff in the bottom is sand and
dirt found when they started restoration.RF-86F 24492, formerly on display at Bergstrom

AFB and the St. Louis Aviation Museum, is still 
undergoing restoration at the USAF Museum. 

Mattr esses still protect it, but the shiny surfaces
show that this bird will admired by many 

when it goes on display.
Photos courtesy of Scott Ferguson, USAF Museum
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By Nigel W alpole

On a promise to Bob Gould to
contribute something to the
excellent Recce Reader, and in a

fit of soul-bearing honesty, I drafted
my pr ofessional and social experiences
as the RAF exchange officer at Shaw on
the Voodoo, 59-61. However, this was
taking nostalgia too far for my ever tol -
erant wife, who also deemed the story
unfit for human consumption, so I
pressed the ÒdeleteÓ key. 

Now you will not hear the whole
truth about my nosecone departing on
take-off or of being buried under the
big bir d at Navy Beaufort, of alter ca-
tions with the Club Of ficer when a
wall between the Stag and Cocktail
bars fell down while we wer e rehears-
ing one the RAFÕs quieter after dinner
games. Nor with the base police over
Jim MurphyÕs car (which I did not
leave in the Wing Commander Õs park-
ing slot), or with the W ing Comman-
der in the bar which landed my min -
der, Tish Lynn, in so much tr ouble. 

On the other hand, given sufficient
of that weak beer at next yearÕs
reunion I might tell all. Suf fice it to say
that I greatly valued my time with the
USAF and remain deeply grateful to
those of the Voodoo fraternity who
were so tolerant and kind to me. 

As an alternative I thought it might
be interesting to look back at how the
RAF tackled one aspect of tactical
reconnaissance in the Central Region
(CR) of NATO during the Voodoo era,
that of Fighter Reconnaissance (FR),
my specialisation. I hasten to add that,
because of differences in national
requirements and equipment, this
should not be seen in any comparative
or critical sense.

The RAFÕs tac recon force in the CR
comprised two distinct elements: the
unarmed Photographic Reconnais-
sance (PR) Canberras (RB-57s), for any
high level vertical or night tasks, as
well as low level oblique work, and the
well armed Swift FR.5s and Hunter
FR.10s in the FR role, for shorter range
day-only operations, using oblique
cameras only.

Both FR aircraft were derived from
their day fighter variants; the guns
being retained as a matter of policy
although we did not in my time
rehearse pure Òseek and strikeÓ or air
defence roles. We would certainly not
have put any primary r ecce tasks at
risk by looking for a fight or used our
guns against ground targets unless we
had come across exceptionally high
value targets (such as nuclear missile
convoys) or were otherwise ordered to
do so. It was good to have these high-
ly accurate and very effective 30 mm
Aden cannons available for use in
extremis and we practiced their use
regularly while developing our photo -

graphic and visual r eporting skills.
Likewise, when the weather was too
poor at low level we practiced our
defensive combat tactics in the upper
airspace. The Swift lacked the agility
inherent in the Hunter but, using its
reheat (the first RAF aircraft with after -
burner) we found ways of succeeding
even against the dedicated day fighters
which swarmed over North Germany
in the 1950s.

These two Òfunny little aircraftÓ, as
one otherwise worthy V oodoo friend
called them were, by American stan-
dards, indeed little in total size and
cockpit space, and I certainly would
not have enjoyed flying one across the
Atlantic (in any event we had no AAR
capability). The Swift, in particular ,
was very steady at low level and
extraordinarily r obust (one taking a
lucky friend thr ough the tops of pine
trees in the Harz Mountains), and in
both aircraft we could and did fly at
speeds up to 600 knots at low level. 

There the Swift, unlike the Hunter ,
might not have outmaneuver ed the
MiG (or F-86) but both seemed better
able to crawl through cloud-covered
valleys in the Sauerland than some
other NA TO tac recon aircraft (as
Royal Flush 3, at Spangdahlem in 1958
showed). Incidentally , although the
Swift and Hunter excelled in Royal
Flush, and I benefited from it personal-

FIGHTER RECONNAISSANCEFIGHTER RECONNAISSANCE
THE LIMEY WTHE LIMEY W AAYY
Swifts and Hunters at 200 feet and 600 knotsSwifts and Hunters at 200 feet and 600 knots

The author, with his personal Hunter
FR.10 as the ÒbossÓ of No. 2 Squadron in
1965. Note the USAF-style ÒsteelyÓ pose.

The Swift was the first RAFfighter
to be equipped with reheat (after-
burner).

RAF Hunter FR.10s escort a worthy
predecessor, the Swift FR.5 into retire-
ment in 1961. Both aircraft held the
world speed record briefly in 1953.
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ly, I was no supporter of an inequitable
exercise which may have enhanced
organisation, team effort and photog -
raphy, but did little for operational
imperatives, honesty or integrity .
There was always a temptation to be a
little less than fully operational to
secure those very visible accolades Ð
and that was just not cricket!

Our modus operandi for FR was
determined by the absence in both air-

craft of any navigation aids to get us
safely below the perennial low cloud
or ECM to pr otect us. Apart fr om the
occasional Hi-Lo-Hi (with the high
part flown only in friendly airspace),
we always planned to stay at low level,
and with judicious fuel management
we could make Berlin and back Ð
which was enough for our assigned
role. Of course we would have liked to
have had more fuel in the challenging
weather we faced in the CR and we
had to be ready to divert, but with all
our recce aircraft equipped with car -
tridge starters we were otherwise self-
contained. Incidentally , I still have my
nuclear protection kit, cir ca 1950s, for
our primary post-strike r ole and one

black eye patch!
Of course visual recce went hand in

glove with photography in our training,
as did in-flight r eporting, although we
may not have taken the latter sufficient -
ly seriously. Sadly, some ineffective
air/gr ound communications, lack of
customer confidence and a little too
much imagination in our r eports, could
forfeit potentially invaluable, r eal time
intelligence in what wer e likely to be

fast moving battles. 
So it was when I jumped

into the Solling as forwar d
commander with a Para
unit or dered to block an
impending attack. W ith an
urgent need to up-date info
on enemy movements, I
called up an FR Hunter,
which r eached our location
from ground alert some 90
miles away within 30 min -
utes Ð to report the ÒenemyÓ
(Canadian APCs) obscured

by a hill but closing fast on our posi -
tion. Incr edibly, commanders demand-
ed photo confirmation and the Hunter
pilot had to go back to Gutersloh, have
the film pr ocessed and return post-
haste to deliver the prints fr om his air-
brake (speedboards). 

He was back in 58 minutes, but not
before the Canadians were within
earshot and the Paras had Òcrashed
outÓ leaving me alone to retrieve the
now r edundant photographs Ð with -
out a serviceable radio to pass our new
location. Unawar e of the move, our
pilot passed over the original grid r ef-
erence and opened the airbrake but
nothing fell out. It transpir ed that one
of our best and most conscientious

pilots (the late Sir John Thomson, who
would serve on the RF-4 at Bergstrom
and marry an American lady) had
checked his airbrake before take off
and unwittingly deposited the par cel
of prints on the taxiway . 

Had the Paras believed JohnÕs
immediate visual r eport they could
have moved out in better order and
avoided this fiasco, with its wasted
sortie and exposure of both John and I
to unnecessary risk from the advanc-
ing Canadians. In-flight r eporting pr o-
vided not only immediate feedback
but also a backup or alternative to pho-
tos when we had to divert to bases
which had no photo pr ocessing facili-
ties Ð and on the very rare occasions
when cameras failed.

Both Hunter and Swift carried thr ee
very compact, strip-apertur e Vintern
F-95 oblique cameras, which suited
our purposes admirably , enabling us to
cover the type of targets expected with 
sufficient clarity (if not to Royal Flush
standards!) below 200 feet and above

ConÕt on p. 12

Operational low flying. Swift Fr5 on the north 
German plain. The pilot is not identified.

Pilots IFREP stated ÒNothing seen
at position given, but possible C3
vehicle 500 meters to East.Ó He was
right! Port oblique, 17 Jun Ô59

No hiding place.
Starboard oblique, 17 Jun Ô59.

Swift pilots had ways of dealing with 
hostile fighters!

Aircraft

Shadow

F.95 strip aperture camera, c. 1956, was very 
effective at high speeds and low level. Port oblique.



TTapsaps
Note: Additional biographic informa-
tion on Air Force Generals, both active
and retired, can be found on the inter-
net at www.af.mil/bios.html
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ConÕt from p. 11
500 knots. The processing was simple
and rapid, pr oducing selected hard
copy within 15 minutes of of f-loading
Ð but who knows what happened to
the prints ther eafter? 

There were always those who
argued that we would never survive in
East Germany at low level, and we
respected the experiences of our pred-
ecessors in WW2 and Korea (as we do
now those of the veterans of a very dif-
ferent war in SEA) but we at that time
had no credible alternative. 

Survivability and success depended
in the first place on the tasks set by our
customers and then on the battle man-
agement staff. Vital to our training
agenda were collective discussions on
what the users really needed to know
in a very mobile war and what we
could do for them without unneces -
sary risk, over known terrain in a
clearly defined area and in weather we
could anticipate. 

This helped bring sensible requests
within the art of the possible, typically
with calls for simple answers on lines
of advance, condition of bridges, occu-
pation of helicopter landing sites etc;
but not for extensive area covers! The
resulting, hopefully mor e realistic
requests then went to the targetters
and taskers, who should have been the
best we had and include current recce
fliers to ensure that our meager assets
were used to best effect. 

Finally, it was up to us to train as far
as possible as we would wish to fight,
and for us this meant one run as low as
possible. We would have wished this
to be well below the 250 feet author-
ized in parts of Europe then, and those
who doubted that we could do so (in
VFR) in the valleys and over the flat
lands of East Germany Ð and find
those crucial answers Ð have been
proved wr ong consistently during
more recent exercises in Scotland, on
Red Flag, Maple Flag, et al. 

When I spoke to Russian and East
German ex-MiG pilots, C3I and AAA
specialists from that time, as I carried
out research for a book I was writing, I
found them supr emely confident in
their compr ehensive air defences
above 200 feet but they readily admit -
ted that they would have found it very

hard to stop us at the heights and
speeds we had intended to fly. Inci-
dentally, they either knew or had
guessed correctly where some
strike/attack missions had been
planned to enter their airspace and
had laid their traps accordingly . 

I have of course spoken of ideals,
and in war things rar ely go as expect-
ed or planned. Fortunately, we shall
never know how our ef forts might
have been rewarded had the Cold War
turned Òhot.Ó LetÕs hear it for resolve
and the nuclear deterrent!

Group Captain Nigel Walpole OBE began
his operational flying in Hunter air
defence and Swift FR squadrons. He flew
Voodoos with the 20th TRS and the 4414th
CCTS at Shaw during 1959-61. He then
commanded Hunter fighter/ground attack,
Hunter FR and Buccaneer maritime
strike/attack squadrons. He completed his
flying in the Jaguar strike/attack wing 
and his service career as ACOS Offensive,
HQ 2ATAF.

VOODOO WARRIORS

Some of you will know that I was very
tempted to write a factual and anecdotal
account of our Voodoo warriors exploits
in SEA Ð a story of courage and fortitude
which deserves more exposure. I was
deterred from doing so only by a certain
unease over some of the tasks, prac-
tices and constraints demanded of them,
by the fact that Doug Gordon is just
going to press with a major article on
recce on SEA and by a dearth of per-
sonal anecdotes. However, encouraged
now by the unsolicited interest of a new
publisher with outlets in the USA, and by
the success of my last two books, I might
like to try again. I already have some
useful material from Harry Runge, Marv
Reed, Chuck Lustig, Jim Murphy and
Norm Huggins, but I need more of those
personal stories and photographs to do
a proper job. I would have the final text
vetted by men who were there and give
my assurance that if we did not think the
result good enough we would not pub-
lish. Please give me essential support to:
ÒKermontÓ, The Street, Walberswick,
Suffolk IP18 6UH, UK. Phone (UK)
01502-723371; email: walpole@pludds.
freeserve.co.uk. I live just south of the
one time home of the Voodoos of the
81st TFW at Bentwaters/Woodbridge. 

ÑNigel W alpole

General Wilbur L. ÒBillÓ Creech
General Bill

Creech died Aug.
26, 2003. He and
his wife, Carol,
lived in Las
Vegas. There will
be a memorial
service at the Lan-
gley AFB chapel
with internment
at Arlington the following day . The
dates have not been determined.

Gen. Creech received his wings and
commission in Sep. 1949. His first
operational assignment was with the
51st Fighter Wing at Naha, Okinawa.
During the Kor ean War he flew with
the 51st Wing and completed 103 com-
bat missions over North Kor ea. After
assignments at Luke Air For ce Base,
the Thunderbir ds, leader of the
USAFE Aerial Demonstration T eam,
the Skyblazers, he was named director
of operations, Fighter Weapons
School, Nellis AFB.

In Nov 1968, Gen. Creech became
deputy commander for operations of
the 37th TFW, Phu Cat AB, where he
flew 177 combat missions. In Novem-
ber 1969 Gen. Creech was assigned to
USAFE and successively commanded
two tactical fighter wings. After one
year as commander of the 86th TFW at
Zweibr ucken, Germany (home of the
17 TRS), he became the commander of
the 401st TFW at Madrid, Spain. From
August 1971 until August 1974, Gener-
al Creech served as deputy chief of
staff for operations and intelligence,
Headquarters USAFE. 

On May 1, 1978, he assumed com-
mand of Tactical Air Command.

Bruce Shawe
Received my Korean POW Flyerand

was saddened to read of the passing of
fellow POW, friend, and Recce Pilot,
Bruce Shawe. Bruce died on May 10,
2003, with Memorial Services held at
Dayton Valley Cemetery in Dayton,



The Recce Reader, Summer 2003 13

Health ReportHealth Report
Nev. Col Shawe was an 8th/15th TRS
RF-80 Pilot who was shot down early
on in the War in the Fall of 1950. He
bellied into the mud flats south of
Sinanju. His airplane flipped over
inverted into the mud. Br uce had to
literally dig his way out fr om under
the cockpit. His wingman, and fellow
West Point classmate on that mission,
was Lt. Bryce Poe. Bryce circled the
crash site many times and saw no
signs of life. Bruce was carried as MIA
for some time. He later worked for
many years at the Lockheed ÒSkunk
Works.Ó ÑNorman ÒDukeÓ Duquette

<duke.duquette@cfu.net> 

William F . OÕKeefe 
William OÕKeefe died in July 2001

after a short illness. He is buried at Ft.
Logan National Cemetery in Denver .
He is survived by Kay OÕKeefe, 606
Jack Pine Place, Loveland, CO 80538.

Laurie-Anne Cabas
General Victor N. CabasÕ daughter,

Laurie-Ann died in her sleep on Aug 18,
2003. She was 52 years old. Many of you
served with V ic Cabas, as I did, during
your military car eers. After flying as a
fighter pilot in WW II, he spent the r est
of his career in tactical reconnaissance
holding down many jobs, including
wing commander in V ietnam.

ÑCecil Rigsby <rigsby@austin.rr.com>

what IÕve been able to find out, heÕs as
good as there is. He says I should be
getting around in thr ee weeks and
back to ÒnormalÓ in three months.
Toughest thing will be the six-week
wait. IÕll keep you posted. 

ÑJerry Miller , 84748 Airport Rd.,
Neligh, NE 68756-5001; 402-887-4273;

<jerryjoan@webtv.net>

Harriet Hill
Mom had her total shoulder

replacement August 25th and tolerated
the surgery very well. W e were thrilled
to find one of the best shoulder spe-
cialists in this part of the country right
here in Atlanta. Mom has done
remarkably well, and has surprised
surgeons, physical therapists and even
herself, with how much mor e motion
she has now, not to mention the terri -
ble pain being gone! Mom is sorry to
miss Dayton, but is really looking for -
ward to Nashville. If anyone wants to
check in on her, she is at 885 Hunter
Hill Dr ., Roswell, GA 30075; 770-993-
1400; Hattibelle@charter.net. 

ÑBuffy Scheaffer 
(Harriet HillÕs daughter)

Lost Finger
I do some woodworking and at the

present I am building an entertain -
ment center for our new house. Now I
really regret not going to the reunion
in KC. For the first time in all the years
of using power saws, that weekend I
cut off the tips of thr ee fingers of my
dominate left hand. Have you ever
tried to shave with the wr ong hand?
Of course, Jean keeps saying, ÒI told
you to go.Ó I did not even get a cold in
Korea. Go figure! Ñ John Masterson 

<jjmast@earthlink.net>

Marty Bradley
Marty failed to pass a stress test last

Monday (Aug 18) that she needed to
take as a prerequisite to being accepted
into the local health center here (to
swim once a week). After several look
sees to find out why, she was diag-
nosed as having some major occlu-
sions in her heart vessels and a leaking
mitral heart valve. Even though ther e
had been no outward signs of a heart

attack, the doctors felt that she had suf-
fered at least one. Thursday afternoon
she had four bypasses and a mitral
valve repair. She has been doing just
fine and expects to be out of the hospi-
tal on Tuesday. We are hoping that we
can still get to the Recce Reunion in
Dayton. The doctor says that it will
take six weeks to get back to normalcy
but if all goes well, he will bless travel
in the thir d week. No doubt we will
both make the 337th Reunion. 

ÑBill Bradley 
<marty@chance.mv.com>

Jack Nelson
Appr oximately four years ago my

father was diagnosed with
Alzheimer Õs disease. He is currently a
resident at the Colorado State Veterans
Home in Flor ence, Colorado. Unfortu-
nately, his condition has reached a
point it is no longer possible for him to
travel. My father still speaks fondly of
the time he flew the 101. He has
always said that the Voodoo was
always his favorite of all the dif ferent
types of aircraft he flew. (He said take-
offs were quite a Òkick in the pantsÓ.)
You can reach Jack c/o William P. Nel-
son, P.O. Box 15546, Colorado Springs,
CO 80935-5546. 

ÑW illiam P. Nelson

Ann Hunt
Ann is doing better but ther e is

good news and bad news: AnnÕs latest
CT scan showed that the Cancer that
was treated with chemo is in check,
but, another small lesion showed up
on the back of the liver and she will
have to start chemo again. Keep us in
your thoughts and prayers. We are at
710 Lakewood Dr, Sumter, SC 28150,
803-481-8640; homerh69@hotmail.com.

ÑHomer Hunt

Wayne Billig
Shane Billig (WayneÕs son) reports

that his father was back home, out of
the hospital and looking good. He still
shows signs of understanding and has
an eye for the ladies, Shane says all the
nurses make a big fuss over him and
his big smile.

Health ReportHealth Report
Jerry Miller

Just a quick note to confirm that old
age really isnÕt all that much fun some-
times. IÕve been hobbling around for
the past two months with a bum right
leg. The original diagnosis was a
pulled gr oin muscle and arthritis in
the hip. After eight weeks and no
progress towards Òbetter,Ó we had
more pics and scans and voila, the hip
socket ball has deteriorated and needs
to be replaced.

The presumed contributing cause
(along with old age) is the radiation of
the prostate and hip area following
prostate surgery back in Ô98. IÕm
scheduled for surgery Oct 7 in Norfolk
with a r eally neat ortho surgeon. From
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By Bob Gould
Polka Dot and Cottonpicker

I t may be a bit disconcerting to
the Cottonpickers who r ead
this article that the author

was a 45th TRS
Polka Dot during
this period. But I
shall always con-
sider it an honor to
have had the priv -
ilege of being
invited to this
reunion. To wit -
ness the emotions
these Recce pilots
displayed when
seeing a friend
again after 50-plus
years was very
moving.

The reunion was organized and hosted by LTC John
Duquette, son of Norman Duquette, and JohnÕs lovely wife
LTC Linda Suttlehan. They did a tr uly outstanding job.
Some of the appreciative comments from other attendees
will back me up. 

ÒJohn and Linda did a magnificent job that was most
appreciated and praised by all of the Cottonpickers. Colonel
Gray, Dr. Cho, and his Korean Veteran friend fr om Kansas
City, along with 22 other Cottonpickers and 43 guests con-
sisting of wives, friends, and r elatives of Cottonpickers
attended and all were overwhelmed with joy at the turnout
and the great job that John and Linda had done. A most
pleasing, memorable, performance and was so compliment-
ed by all, a truly moving experience.Ó ÑDuke Duquette

ÒFantastic, outstanding, tremendous, unforgettable,
wonderful, gr eat and anything else that you can think of
along those lines . . . and the same to John and Linda. By
unanimous vote of acclamation, it was adopted that hence-
forth and ever after anytime a r oster of Cottonpickers is
involved, it will include the names of John and Linda. The
memorial service was the first time that IÕve seen 25 old
men cry at the same time.Ó ÑRuff Gray

8th & 15th TRS8th & 15th TRS Reunion Reunion 

Fearless Fosdick and Ray Powell.

Ruff gray, Judith Nelson, Stan Winchester and Bob Gould.

Jesse Sandlin and Frank Meyer.

Willie Hunter.

Duke Duquette with Korean guest of honor, Dr. Cho.
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ÒThe reunion was a wonderful and unfor gettable experi-
ence. Linda and John and their supporting cast of
Duquettes put on a truly marvelous act; IÕve been to a num-
ber of reunions over the years but none even close to the one
we just experienced. It provided an opportunity to r ub
some of the rust from fading memories, to revitalize old
friendships, to honor fallen comrades and cry when they
failed to answer the final r oll call. We got to fly the B-2 sim-
ulator (thanks to the efforts of Bob Gould) and see where
the buck stopped at the Truman Library and we had fun!
The hospitality and r efreshments in the Hospitality Room
were consistently superb. And Duke pr omised to put his
now famous poem on the net! He didnÕt say where. Perhaps
son John who will see that it occupies a place of honor on
the Cottonpicker web site?Ó ÑDick Harden

ÒSuzanne and I returned home with so much admira -
tion for the Duquette Family . Norm, not having seen you
since that terrible day in 1952 made me determined to be
present to meet you again. John & Linda: Thank you so
very much for the outstanding pr ogram you both devel -
oped for the enjoyment of all. Ruf f: Thank you for being
the commanding of ficer in my 20-year USAF career that I

felt was the finest, most caring for
all of us including the enlisted
men. You have always had the
deepest respect from all. My Avi -
ation Cadet classmate Reverend
Everett T. Brown aka E.T. and
Brownie being at
the reunion was
also special. The
entire reunion was
very moving and
emotional. Tears
flowed many times.
I am very pr oud to
be a member of the
finest squadron in
the United States
Air For ce - the 15th
Tac Recon Squadron
Cottonpickers.

ÑFrank Meyer

Army hosts John and Linda worked
hard for the the Air Force veterans.

Ruff Gray.
Bob Burkhart, Father Everett Brown, Lorrenne & Cecil Rigsby.

Sixteen old-timer Recce jocks endured the hour-long trip to Whiteman AFB to get a short ride in the B-2 simulator.

Photos by 
Bob Gould 

except as noted
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Nellis operation of spy planes critical in Iraq warNellis operation of spy planes critical in Iraq war
Predators, controlled from inside U.S., key in several missions
By Keith Rogers
Las Vegas Review-Journal
Reprinted by permission

W hen U.S. commandos res-
cued Pfc. Jessica Lynch from
an Iraqi hospital on April 1,

Air For ce pilots in a ground contr ol
station flew a remote-controlled Preda-
tor spy plane over the area to watch for
would-be attackers. 

The high-profile rescue of the Army
supply clerk in Nasiriyah, Iraq, was
just one of the many feats that Preda-
tors performed during the war with
pilots and sensor experts from Nellis
Air For ce Base operating the planes by
satellite link fr om an undisclosed loca-
tion in the Western United States, base
officials said in interviews last week. 

They would neither confirm nor
deny, however, if that location was the
base near North Las Vegas or its auxil-
iary field at Indian Springs, 45 miles
northwest of Las Vegas. 

They said in the first two weeks of
major combat operations, up to four
Predator planes at a time, most of them
equipped with laser -guided Hellfir e
missiles, patrolled the skies over Iraq.
The unmanned planes were launched
from locations in the Persian Gulf
region and once airborne, control of the
plane was handed off to operators in
the continental United States, said Lt.
Col. Stew Kowall, operations of ficer for
NellisÕ 15th Reconnaissance Squadron. 

The so-called Òremote split opera-
tions,Ó he said, gave U.S. forces an
unpr ecedented advantage in dealing
with changing weather conditions and
handling takeof fs and landings. 

ÒWe gained a generation ahead of
what we had before,Ó he said. 

The soft-spoken 42-year-old, who
has flown F-15 fighter jets and served
as an assistant air attache in Israel,
reflected on the war while Predator
crews outside his squadronÕs Indian
Springs headquarters practiced
Wednesday on the same airstrip where
the planeÕs prowess has been proven
over the past three years. 

He said he didnÕt realize the magni-

tude of the April 1
rescue mission
until days later . 

ÒWe didnÕt
know at the time it
was Jessica Lynch.
The only thing we
knew was we
were supporting
ground for ces and
conducting a mis-
sion,Ó Kowall
said. 

ÒOur job was to
provide an over-
head view pictur e
of the area (the
commandos) were
operating in. We
saw the helicop-
ters come in and,
of course, the
troops go out into the building,Ó he said. 

ÒOur concern was to provide the best
support we could to the gr ound for ces.
We didnÕt know who they had brought
out until a day or two later when it
made the big news,Ó said Kowall. 

ÒThe importance of the mission
overrode the fact that I was 6,000 
miles away.Ó 

The nighttime r escue took place
while a Predator scanned roads and
areas around the hospital with its
close-up, infrared video camera. A
ground for ce commander at another
remote location monitor ed the same,
two-second delayed footage and com-
municated with KowallÕs crew as to
where to look and what to focus on. 

ÒHe was seeing the picture I was
seeing and he had free rein,Ó Kowall
said, describing how they exchanged
Òinstant messengerÓ computer chat. ÒI
donÕt know where he was. To me that
person was a typewriter on a screen.Ó 

Kowall said Pr edator missions at
the onset of the war focused on hunt-
ing for scud missile sites in western
Iraq but soon shifted to assist the
ArmyÕs drive into northern Iraq. 

At the same time video taken by the
PredatorÕs cameras was relayed to the
United States, it also was displayed on

monitors at the coalition air command
center in the Persian Gulf. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel Darnell, command-
er of the 57th Wing at Nellis who was
the senior director in charge of the night
shift at the center said he could watch
three Predator monitors simultaneously
during the war Õs major combat opera-
tions. He said he always had to keep in
mind that ÒyouÕre looking thr ough a
soda straw with that camera.Ó 

ÒIt brings an added dimension we
never had before but at the same time
there are limitations, particularly when
it involves fighter air craft and drop-
ping bombs wher e friendly for ces are
involved,Ó Darnell said in an interview
last week at the Nellis base. 

Darnell and Kowall said that for the
first time, a Predator was launched
from one location and landed at anoth-
er far away through a split control
operation. This allowed contr ollers to
land the planes under good weather
conditions and avoid cloudy skies that
could block out optical sensors. 

Darnell said Predator video also
was shared with airborne, AC-130
gunships. This technique, he said,
Òwas particularly useful with special
operations and against some of Feday-
een and Baath Party locations where

Standing in front of an MQ-1 Predator in a hangar at Indian
Springs, Lt. Col. Stew Kowall, operations officer for Nellis Air
Force BaseÕs 15th Reconnaissance Squadron, talks last week about
the remote-controlled planeÕs role in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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they would gather for
meetings.Ó 

They also confirmed
that a pair of dummy
Predators, known as
Chum-1 and Chum-2
were stripped of their
high-tech camera gear
and programmed to fly
as decoys on predeter-
mined courses near
Baghdad in the first two
days of the war. 

ÒThey were used for
deception purposes. ...
They got shot at and the
Iraqis claimed they shot
them down but they
actually ran out of gas,Ó
Darnell said. 

Kowall said, ÒThe
hope was the Iraqi mili -
tary would pick these
up and show wher e
their defenses were and
we could attack.Ó 

Other feats of Preda-
tors included: 

¥ Assisting the search
for pilots when an
Apache helicopter went
down northeast of
Hillah, Iraq, during a
hail of small arms fir e.
ÒWe happened to be at
the right place at the
right time and lent assistance,Ó Kowall
said. The pilots, held captive, later
were released by fleeing Iraqi forces on
April 13. 

¥ Firing a Hellfir e missile from an
MQ-1 Predator that destroyed a radar-
guided, mobile antiair craft gun on
March 22 outside Amarah, a city on the
Tigris River in southern Iraq in what
was the first confirmed Pr edator kill of
Operation Iraqi Fr eedom. That capa-
bility was first demonstrated in Febr u-
ary 2001 at a range north of Indian
Springs when a Predator from three
miles away and at 2,000-foot altitude
fir ed a missile accurately enough to
cripple an Army tank. 

¥ Using a technique known as
Òbuddy lasing.Ó ThatÕs where a laser
beam from a Predator is used to guide
bombs dropped by another aircraft. 

¥ Proving before the start of the war

that a Predator could be equipped with
an air-to-air Stinger missile and engage
enemy aircraft. Such was the case in
December when, after less than a month
of development, a Stinger-armed Preda-
tor flew its first mission over Iraq. On
another mission in late December an
Iraqi MiG fighter jet shot down that
same Predator, Kowall said. ÒWe didnÕt
shoot anybody down and weÕre not
doing anything with that any mor e. The
interesting part is we took it fr om idea to
combat deployment in 25 days.Ó 

Asked if the Predator was ever used
to stalk Saddam Hussein, Kowall said
only, ÒWe supported the target collec-
tion r equirements out of the air opera-
tions center and there were a number
of targets we went after. 

ÒWhenever we fly, if weÕre going
from one area to the next weÕre always
looking for tar gets on the ground. We

were very successful in
doing this. We found
convoys on the move,Ó
he said. 

Kowall said in the
aftermath of the war, the
Air For ceÕs two opera-
tional squadr ons at
Indian Springs, the 11th
and 15th Reconnais-
sance Squadrons, will
have different responsi-
bilities with the 15th still
charged with opera -
tional deployment and
the 11th assigned to
train pilots and sensor
operators. 

Under his command,
Kowall oversees about
150 personnel, including
roughly 50 pilots and 60
sensor operators. 

Plans call for an
expansion to house a
thir d Predator
squadron at Indian
Springs, the 17th, to
base the medium-alti-
tude MQ-1s, and pro-
ceed with development
of a larger, more heavi-
ly armed model, the
MQ-9, which could
operate at higher alti-
tudes. It is being

designed to carry heat-seeking inter-
ceptor missiles and a 500-pound satel-
lite-guided smart bomb, called a Joint
Dir ect Attack Munition. 

A Predator is pushed through the air
by a rear-end propeller driven by what
amounts to a glorified snowmobile
engine. The unarmed, RQ-1 model has
a maximum speed of more than 120
mph and can fly up to about 20,000 feet,
staring at a battlefield for 24 hours. 

Predators, developed and manufac-
tur ed by General Atomics Aeronauti -
cal Systems Inc. of San Diego, have
come a long way since they were used
in 1998 to spy on tanks and com-
pounds in Bosnia. 

ÒWeÕre talking in a span of two
years, we went from intelligence sur-
veillance and reconnaissance to a mul-
timission air craft,Ó Kowall said.

Predator missions
Predator spy planes flown remotely by Nellis Air Force Base pilots in the western
United States and Southwest Asia played d a key role in these and other missions
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
1. decoy Predators Chum-1 and Chum-2 deploy March 20.
2. Search for downed Apache helicopter pilots, March 21.
3. Predator-launched Hellfire missile destroys mobile anti-aircraft gun, March 22.
4. A-10 Thunderbolt Òbuddy lasingÓ with Predator destroys a surface-to-air missile 

site about March 25.
5. Predator supports commandos during Pfc. Jessica Lynch rescue, April 1.

SOURCE: Nellis Air Force Base, US Central Command and wire reports.

MIKE JOHNSON/REVIEW-JOURNAL/AP
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Letters &Letters & EmailEmail
Homer Hunt

Ann and I had the pleasure of
attending the Daedalian National Con -
vention in Dayton to celebrate the 100
years of powered flight. The town has
really gone all out to celebrate the
Wright Br others. We dedicated a memo-
rial to the Order of Daedalians and the
museum really provided a great cere-
mony including an Air for ce band, fly
overs and a fly over and landing near
the dedication site of the Wright Flyer
replica piloted by fellow Daedalians,
ages 79 and 84 in period flight clothing.
I think a memorial to Recce as we knew
it would be appr opriate. 

ÑHomer Hunt
710 Lakewood Dr, Sumter, SC 2815

803-481-8640; <homerh69@hotmail.com>

Looking for Richard J. Callahan
Can anyone help me locate this old

Buddy. Dick and I went thr ough Recce
training at Shaw AFB in the summer of
1954. I havenÕt seen him since the fall
of Ô56. Thanks for the help.

Ñ Louis B. Blake
<lbblake@sbcglobal.net>

918-225-6225, PO Box 351
Cushing, Oklahoma 74023

Wrong Date
I noticed in The Recce Reader, Spring

2003, p. 14, the group of pilots (all old
friends) who flew the first RF-101s to
Europe. The year 1959 is wrong and I
believe it was 1958. When my family
and I returned fr om R&R to Bitbur g
(Project Slick Chick) and I read in the
Stars Stripesthat Colonel Foster had
bailed out over the airfield at Phals -
bourg. (John Foster was our 8th Photo
Sqdn. Commander in New Guinea in
WW II.) I rang up Colonel Fr ed 
Rennels, the Wing Commander at
Spangdahlem or a nearby base I canÕt
come up with. Fred flew a C-47 over to
Bitbur g, picked me up and we went to
Phalsbourg to see Foster. When we
arrived we found him at the bar in the
OfficerÕs Club (where else). He had
bruises but otherwise looked okay. 

John didnÕt seem to know what hap-
pened but we learned flying the F-100
that at low altitude and high speed
over low hills with turbulent air the
aircraft will pitch up, then down, then
up each cycle worse than the one
before until the pilot loses contr ol and
bails out because of the low altitude. If
Foster had let go of the stick the air-

craft would pr obably have recovered
and stabilized. That is hard to do
unless you are aware of the problem.
Recce type Colonel Jake Dixon bailed
out of an F-100 in California when he
went into the JC when he flew over
hills at low altitude and experienced
turbulence. Ralph White and I visited
him a few days after it happened. He
showed us all his bruises. This hap-
pened so often that the F-100 was
grounded until North American modi -
fied the controls. ÑCecil Rigsby

<crigsby@austin.rr.com>

Pilot T raining Class 57-G
I have a relative who is looking for

pilot-training classmates fr om Class 57-
G at Goodfellow. He is George Friesen,
204 Stoney View Lane, St. Louis, MO
63146;<georgefriesen@msn.com>.

J.B. Smith
Members of the Cottonpickers Chat

were looking for a friend, J.B. Smith. Frank
Meyer came up with an email address that
worked. Here is JBÕs reply:

Hi Bob. I was in the 8th Tac Recon
Sq. from almost the start of the 
(Korean) war. I joined it at Itazuke and 

Unknown Found
The ÒunknownÓ jock in the photo at the bottom of p. 9 in the Spring 2003 edition of The Recce

Readeris me, ÒTexÓ Carey, who, shortly after this pictur e was taken was reassigned PCS to the
20th Tac Recce at Udorn (along with Art W arren). Fortunately, I made it through Ò100 North,Ó 
However, Art was shot down on his 92nd -- and never made it home. ÑT ex

TexCarey@aol.com, 2110 Sawgrass Ridge, San Antonio, TX 78258, 830-980-9140 
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moved over to K-2 Taegue. I was shot
down Jan 21, Ô51 and was a POW until
Sep Ô53. I guess the 8th became the 15th
some time after I was shot down.

ÑJ.B. Smith, 4008 S. Wabash St. 
Denver, CO 80237; 303-773-3115

<jbcher@earthlink.net>

General Cabas
Hi Bob. Thank you for keeping all of

us up to speed with the status of our
friends. General Cabas was always a
special hero to me. As I recall, he joined
the RCAF prior to WW II and became
a Spitfire pilot. As the US entered the
war, the USAAF was short of fighters,
and England apparently gave us a
squadron of Spitfir e aircraft and Gen
Cabas was given the responsibility of
training air crews. Subsequently he
took the unit into combat in North
Africa. His squadr on deployment
through Brazil and across the Atlantic
is a story worth r elating. Also, entering
combat in an aircraft that our anti-air -
craft gunners werenÕt familiar with is
another interesting aspect of his career.

I am so sorry to hear of his loss. My
daughter is a year younger and I can
feel the terrible loss he is enduring.

Ñ Paul Henkel
<Pjhenkel@aol.com>

Remembering V ern Ligon
The cover photo of the guys com-

pleting their 100 missions (Winter
2003) reminded me of an experience I
had with my squadr on commander at
Udorn, Vern Ligon. When I arrived at
Udorn in Aug Ô67, I did not have a
backseater so he loaned me his Ð Capt.
R.I. Smith Ð for this mission. I was in
the lead and Vern asked me, ÒGene,
how is your radar?Ó I had lost a gener-
ator which meant I had no radar . I told
him I am pr essing on (I had a wingman
who had good radar.) He said, ÒGene
BREAK starboard, I am coming upon
your port side-to take the lead!Ó I saw
him moving in on my port side; I br oke
and he was hit by a SAM that trans-
ferred lock from my air craft to his. I
hyperventilated Ð I wanted to go on
this mission and get the photos so bad.
Earlier that day I had been the lead
over the same target and I got the hell
shot out of me and I aborted over
Hanoi. So we recycled back to the
same target in less than four hours! I
lost a great friend who pr obably saved
my life. For the second time of his life
he was a POW. (He was also a POW in
WW II.) Vern Ligon was a great man. 

ÑGene Milsap
<genef4c@adelphia.net> 

Here are three web sites that have more
information about Col. Vernon Ligon:
www.pownetwork.org/bios/l/l023.htm
www.eos.net/rrva/nampow/room_7.html
www.tip.net.au/~astaunto/s37d.htm. ÑBG

Able Mabel
This pictur e of an early 45th TRS

deployment to Don Muang, Thailand
was found on Jeff GlasserÕs website
secretvietnamwar .com.

Clicks &Clicks & FlashesFlashes

Recce in Print
Honor ed in the Air Force Timesin a

column titled ÒHistory in Blue,Ó edited
by Robert F. Dorr, were Recce pilots
John Stavast (Mar. 3, 3003) and Larry
Garrison (Aug. 11, 2003).

In the the June 2003 issue of Air
Classics(Vol. 39, No. 8), there is an
extensive article about Clyde East and
the restored F-6D Ð ÒLilÕ MargaretÓ Ð
he flew in Eur ope. If you do a search
on the Internet for Òlil margaretÓ you
will find stories and models galor e.

Sabres with Eyes
This ten-page

article about the 
RF-86 in Korea and
Japan in the Sep-
tember/October
2003 issue of Air
Enthusiast should
not be missed by
pilots and fans of the RF-86. Author
Doug Gordon Ð with the help of the
jocks who flew the plane and, as noted,
especially to Bob Ar chibald Ð presents
as complete of picture of the RF-86 and
the pilots who flew it as I have yet
seen. The issue is available at Barnes
and Noble bookstores. You can order it
online fr om Key Publishing, www .
keypublishing.com, email info@key -
publishing.com or call +44(0)1780
755131. ÑBG

Recce Tigers
The Fifteen Tactical Recon Squadron
in World W ar II
By Tom Ivie

S u p p o r t i n g  
PattonÕs Third Army ,
the pilots of the 15th
Tac flew Mustangs
low over battlefields
for photos and visual
intelligence. The book includes aircraft
listings, aerial victories and list of com -
manders (1917 - 1982). 110 pgs., 250+

B&W photos.
$19.95 soft-
b o u n d .
Order No.
6827C by
phone from
Historic Avi -
ation, 800-
225-5575.Captain Clyde B. East

Front row: Fred Muesegaes, 
Ken Harbst and Jack Weatherby. 
Back row: Ralph DeLucia, 
Bill Whitten and John Linihan.

USAF photo
courtesy Fred Muesegaes. 

The Secret Vietnam War: 
The United States Air

Force in Thailand, 1961-1975;
© 1995, McFarland & Co.

http://secretvietnamwar.com
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Of the 1918 names in the Recce Roster, there are 763 with
email addresses. I recently sent a message regarding the

passing of one of our long-time Recce members and 45
members didnÕt get the information because their email
addresses were not valid. Mor e and more information is sent

by email to keep our members current on a timely basis. If
you have email and havenÕt received a message from TAC
Recce in several months, then we donÕt know where you are.
There are no forms to fill out, just send an email message to
donnamrr@austin.rr .com or to rgould@earthlink.net . Ñ BG

Please Update your Email AddressPlease Update your Email Address

MOVING? 
ADDRESS AND EMAIL CHANGES?

Please send change of postal or email addresses by
email to: Donna Martin, donnamrr@austin.rr.com.

Send snail mail changes to Bob Gould, The Recce Reader,
15918 Meadow Lane, Stanley, KS 66224.

RECCEROSTER

The RecceRoster currently contains more than 1,900
names of former Recce members, surviving spouses

and associates. It is available in hard copy by mail for $5
postpaid. You can get it free by email in PDF, MS Word,
Excel or tab-delimited format, PC or Mac. Send your
requests to: Bob Gould, 15918 Meadow Lane, Stanley, KS
66224-9741; rgould@earthlink.net. 

ReunionsReunions

NASHVILLE M ARRIOTT

M AY 20 Ð 22, 2004
Room prices will be $79 per night

good for thr ee nights before 
and after the event. 

Tours and other events 
(including the Jack DanielÕs distillery)

are being arranged and will be 
published as soon as finalized.

FOUR POINT SHERATON HOTEL

FORT WALTON BEACH , FLA .
APRIL 25 - 28, 2004

The 19th TRS will hold its next
reunion on the beautiful Emerald
Coast beach. All members fr om

activation of the squadron at Shaw
AFB, S.C. to the present are 

cordially invited. Come and enjoy
a great gathering of Recce people

19TH TRS

Contact: John Fortenberry
446 Marion Drive

Niceville, Fla. 32578-1749
850-678-0707

<jonanom@aol.com>

Contact: Chuck Lustig
2353 Mt Vernon Dr .
Sumter, SC 29154

803-499-4098
<vulturebait01@aol.com>

RF-101 VOODOO
PILOTÕS REUNION

COCOA BEACH COMFOR T INN

COCOA BEACH FLORIDA

OCT. 8 Ð OCT. 11, 2004
Cocoa Beach is 45 mi. east of Orlando

Airport, 75 mi. south of Daytona
Beach, 7 mi. north of Patrick AFB, 12
mi. south of Kennedy Space Center, 
7 mi. south of Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station and 5 mi. south of 

Port Canaveral.

RECCE REUNION XXVI

Contact: Jim Marshall
960 Wildwood Dr .

Melbourne, Fl 32940
321-242-673 

<jmarshalll09@cfl.rr .com>


