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Voodoo Pilots Study the Carved RF-101
Model at the Langley AFB Dinner During
Voodoo Reunion X

Robert S. Evans
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Notes from Austin

Just Wonderin

ive an ordinary mortal some space, with ink, and the

temptation to pontificate seems to boil up and over.
I m resisting, but you don t need to. I m inviting your
views. I know from the email traffic plenty of you hold
strong views on a variety of issues. Express some of them
here. After all, letters to the editor make some of the best
reading in most of our local newspapers. Your letters
could do the same in the Recce Reader. Here are three sub-
ject areas you might want to jump on with a thought or
two: 1. Aerial reconnaissance history and real life recce sto-
ries; 2. Our U.S. role as a world power and 3. Reunions.

Bob Gould has done an excellent job of incorporating
Recce history and personal recce stories into recent Read-
ers. Keep it up, and any future historian interested in the
era of manned aerial photo reconnaissance will surely rely
on the Recce Reader for credible source material. You folks
lived and created this history. Put it on paper and make it
part of the record.

What we should do about Saddam is much in the news
lately. We have discussions on the national news about the
various options to attack, the levels of forces to be used,
and the level of surprise we could expect. Laughable,
isn t it, to air in detail our options and speak of surprise in
this day of instant, worldwide news coverage. But our
options are being seriously debated by both political and
military leaders many of whom know a whole lot less
about actual warfare that you folks do. So your opinion is
at least as valid as that of many of our defense department

experts. One of the major concerns should center around
this idea of a preventive strike. Sure, we are The world
power, but should we do it? What s your view on all this?

On the subject of reunions, we continue to have tension
between two interests. Many want more consolidations so
they can visit more recce friends at one time, no matter
what part of recce these friends represent. A few others,
who perhaps flew recce in only one type aircraft or one
organization or a one time setting, may prefer a gathering
limited only to those in that aircraft or that squadron or
that time period. Isn t there room

for greater accommodation for all
here? What s your view?

Keep those cards and letters
coming in. Cover Bob Gould up in
em. He 1l appreciate it.

Oh, one more thing. You 1l note
a couple of short bursts from Nick
Pishvanov on the Letters page
(p.16). I tried to get a good current
picture of him so you could see
what he looks like nowadays. This
is the best I could do (see photo,
right). That probably explains why
he wasn t at the Voodoo Reunion.

Photo courtesy Carlos Higgins

Carlos

Editor s Thrust

ummer is here with a blast! It s 100F with a heat
index of 110F. That s a bit hot for Kansas City.
So, I have an excuse to stay inside and get this piece together.

Marj and I had an enjoyable trip to Hampton for the
Voodoo Reunion. It was our first airline flying since 9/11
and I learned how to be searched, twice. A tiny piece of
candy foil stuck on the bottom of my shoe got me the first
time. The second time, I guess I looked guilty.

In mid-September, we are off to Florida for the 50th
reunion of my pilot training class. How times fly! Then, 10
days later, we re off to the West coast to visit relatives,
attend the Recce Reunion and then drive the Pacific Coast
Highway to Santa Barbara for a visit with son, Alan.

The folks who have been feeding me pictures and infor-
mation for The Recce Reader deserve a big Thank You! Its
great that the members of this association are becoming
involved and helping me with the writing.

Corrections for the last issue: In the article RF-4C Loss
Chronology. I entered the email address for Robey Price
incorrectly. It should be yebor@attbi.com. Sorry Robey.
Then back on p. 16, I printed Ray Schrecengost s treatise
on cannon balls. Unfortunately, we were both taken in by
some email fiction. While checking out another story on
www.truthorfiction.com, I learned that the US Navy His-
torical Center says this is a legend of the sea without histori-
cal justification. The center has researched this and it
appears to have originated in the book Before the Mast by
C.A. Abbey. It was said that it was so cold that it would

freeze the tail off a brass monkey The Navy says there is
no evidence that the phrase had anything to do with ships
with cannon balls. Bob

Here are photos from
the Voodoo Reunion.
(see more on p. 4.)
Top: Enjoying the
Hampton Roads
boat trip. |

Center: Saying so
long: Marj Gould,
Dean Cling,
Bob Sweet and
Bob Gould.
Bottom: Mary Ann
Dale, Dan Waddle,
Ann & Larry Cooper
with Ginger & Stan
Menees.

Photo, Dan Waddle
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Voodoo Reunion X  Hampton, Virginia, May 30 - June 2, 2002

One-O-Wonders Gather for Fun,
Relaxation and Remembrances

By Jerry Rodgers and Bob Gould

ear ye, hear ye! The Hampton,
HVir., Voodoo X Reunion 2002 was

a great success! Eighty-five 101
drivers met here; some had never attend-
ed a Voodoo reunion. One stated he d not
seen these friends in 40 years. We re glad
they came and brought with them their
spouses, significant others, friends, sons,
daughters and grands. Total attendance
was 171; one from England and the
remainder from all parts north, south, east
and west. One attendee traveled several
hundred miles by Greyhound to be here.
It was a first for Janis Mo Simmons,
widow of Alfred Simmons, and for Betty
Hosmer, widow of Don Hosmer, who
brought her daughter, Hope.

Voodoo Reunion X hosts
Carolyn & Jerry Rogers.

The main social event was Friday
night s dinner at Langley AFB Officers
Club. With a patriotic theme, Langley s
Honor Guard provided escorts at the
club entrance and posting of the colors.
The Woodwind Ensemble of Langley s
Heritage of America Band provided the

wet eyes music. The guest speaker,
coined by some as the teenage General,
was Steve Goldfein, son of our Bill &
Mary Goldfein. Steve s remarks covered
his F-15, 1st Fighter Wing s 9/11 response
and subsequent city cap. As old
soldiers, he lauded us as having provid-
ed the example and standard of duty,
honor, country for our young dedicated
Air Force people.

Robert S. Evans
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The Honor Guard
patiently waited
and waited and
waited for the
Langley

festivities to begin.

The Langley
Heritage of
America Band
Woodwinds
Ensemble and

their very

talented vocalist
entertained us with
superb music.

Goldie Goldfein
(left) is under-
standably proud of
his son, Brig. Gen
Steve Goldfein
(right) and daugh-
ter-in-law Jeanne.

The special Voodoo
trophy is unveiled
by Jerry Rogers as
the talented
artist/woodcarver,
Josef Roerhle, looks

4
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Brig. Gen. Steve Goldfein visits with Marj Gould and

Katherine & Carlos Higgins.

Another highlight was the unveil -
ing of a commissioned work of art
Jerry Rogers felt to be important to this
aging group of warriors and as a part
of our place in history. ItOs a carving of
an RF-101 mounted atop a 3-ft.
pedestal, with a base that gives a brief
history of the Voodoo, those who flew
it, squadron names, and where it was
flown. Small plates encircling the base
are engraved with places and dates of
each reunion held thus far. The accom
plished master carver, Josef Roehnle of
Hampton, assisted Jerry with the
unveiling and pr esentation of this out-
standing piece. 1tOs JerryOs plan tc
bring this RF-101 to each \bodoo
reunion. When he is no longer able to
do this, the model will be donated to
the Dayton Museum alongside other
RF-101 memorabilia on the behalf of
all those who flew the air craft.

As a side note, SundayOs Eopean
breakfast attendance was among the

. ..and thee | was at 40,000 ft., flat on my back with a MIG

on my tail and . . .

This mounted RF-101 model was
carved by Josef Rbo@r and pesented
to the RF-101 Pilots&¥sociation by
Jerry Rodgers atdbdoo Reunion X.

largest weQe told, with 133 people
enjoying the fine fare.

Dick Corbett once again did an out-
standing job on the design of the OLetOs
Roll® name tags. Thanks, too, to the
great bartenders, the Scheers, who
also helped out earlier at the RogersO
along with the Coopers and Bernerts
with r egistration bags. Appr eciation
goes out to the Newmans, Scotty
Schoolfield and Fran Sugrue who
helped at Registration. Thanks also to
Mary Karges, Murph Lustig, Pete
Swanson and Donna Martin who
helped with folks on tours.

The registration package included a
newly designed Voodoo double old -
fashioned glass with silver rim, ir on-on
One-O-Wonder patches and a ladies
crab cloisonne pin. Included was a col-
lection of letters from the President, the
Sec. of Defense, the USAF Seetary, the
USAF Chief of Staff, the ACC Com-

Con©on p. 19

A group of VR Xs pepae to tour the MacArthur Memorial. @

The Mrginia Air & Space Center was just a few minutes walk

the delight of the ladies, this was followed by lunch and an afterfrom the hotel. All who visited the Center enjoyed the suspend

noon of shopping at the MacArthur Center Shoppiiall.

ed aicraft exhibit but no Recce birds wesn display
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