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“Against a background of German woodland at Ramstein Air
Base are the first pilots of the 38th TRS to fly 1,000 hours each
in the RF-4C Phantom. Shown Left to right are: Captains
Thomas D. Bryan, Harold E. Watson, Bryon J. Ziegler, David
W. Buermeyer and Gerald C. Musselman, Jr. Captain Watson
has flown 200 missions in Vietnam; the other pilots have flown
100 missions each.”
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Freedom is not free! 
(and it’s not for sissies.)

Mind-boggling. Intelligent humans live among us for
years and still they’re able to commit cold-blooded

murder on such a large scale. We have such a great 
country with so much freedom. What motivates anyone 
to enjoy such freedom and still attack it? This assault on 
us and our way of life is prompting us to highlight to the

world our patriotism, our love for our country, and our
determination to protect and preserve it. 

At the outset, though, we need
to acknowledge these never-
ending tru t h s :

1. Freedom is not a natural state,
especially to ambitious tyrants or to
zealots fortified by a mixture of
h a t red and religious extremism, and

2. As Daniel Webster put it in 1834, “God grants 
liberty only to those who love it, and are always ready
to guard and defend it.”

So let’s defend our freedom. And let’s reject the claim
that all we need do is turn the other cheek and 
“negotiate.” That won’t cut it! These terrorists have
become a huge cancer in the world. It will take more
than just talk to put this cancer in remission or to
excise it. We need action, but with a strong measure of
both patriotism and patience.

Meanwhile, we’ll continue to live our lives and enjoy
our freedoms. A part of that freedom is for long-time
friends being able to travel and get together at our
Recce Reunions. A bunch of us will do just that in
October, in Durango.

Beyond that, we are looking at times and places for
Recce Reunion XXIV in 2002. To that end, Dave Britt
writes: “A few of us have formed a small dinner club
of former members of the 62nd TRS (RF-4C) and
would be willing to host an ‘all Recce Reunion’ in the 
Washington, D.C., area.” Dave believes a late Septem-
ber date would work and proposes to feature RF-4
c rews. He has already made some tentative contacts
with hotels, etc. We ’ re pleased to get this proposal and
w e ’ re interested in your comments on this or any other
reunion proposal. —Carlos Higgins

Notes from Austin

It is difficult to write this column as I watch the
tragedy that is unfolding on TV. I think about

the evil that exists in this world and I’m appalled that
there are so many so-called humans, who are not humane,
creating so much death and destruction. I consider them
subhuman. But they have always existed as the veterans of
WW II, Korea and Vietnam are well aware. 

I am worried that Congress, with their limited military
background, will demand a rapid reaction that will 
accomplish nothing. Lashing out at all Muslims because of
a few radicals is not the answer. Hopefully, calmer minds
will prevail until we find those who are responsible and
eliminate them. 

On a happier note, I’ve learned that my son, Alan, a pilot
for American Airlines, is safe at home. Others who I know,
who could have been close to the destruction, were not
there for one reason or another. I pray that our Recce
members were at home or traveling elsewhere. 
I’m sure, however, that all of us will be affected in one
way or another.

Regarding the The Recce Reader, in the last issue I asked
for stories of personal experiences. I have been rewarded
and you’ll find them in this issue. But my inbox is empty.
I have a number of interesting stories that are military
related, but have no real bearing on Recce. So stay in touch
and send me more stories. Don’t worry if you can write or
not. Just scribble it out and I’ll make it sound good.

Marj and I will be at the Recce Reunion in Durango next
month and we expect to have a great time. It will be 
wonderful to see many friends once again. —Bob

Editor’s Thrust

The last email sent to Recce Pukes had 625 address-
es. Of those, 26 were returned because of “perma-

nent fatal errors.” That is much better than with earlier
email messages, but it says that these 26 folks haven’t
kept us up to date and they are out of touch. If you used
to own one of these email addresses, please let Donna,
Carlos or myself know where you are. 

beithel@ibm.net 

bhlinz@aol.com 

bugwing04@aol.com 

catesb@polk.emh2.army.mil 

cecil69@idt.net 

CLNAUMANN@thegateway.ne 

dsammer@express-news.net 

eveross@juno.com 

f15eagle@FTC-I.NET

fastturtle@erols.com 

FIGMO@WEBTV.NET

harris-williams@usa.net 

jadesmon@usa.capgemimi.com

jimbortz@aol.com 

krpcthaven@aol.com 

lmpaladini@aol.com 

mgmmd@aol.com 

michael.cutter@lilli.af.mil 

mjfrusc@worldnet.att.net 

mjigayle@wilmington.net 

pgfreund@erols.com 

psmjmcm@web.tv 

robertmail@aol.com 

rogersailr@aol.com 

wburroughs@aol.com 

willclark@prodigy.com 
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Air-to-Air Refueling RF-80s
An RF-80 filled with fuel at 25,000 ft. has a long range

By Bob Archibald
with assists from
Clyde East and Woody Woodyard

Ifirst heard of the early combat air
refueling many years ago when I
read Rhodes Arnold’s book Shoot -

ing Star, T-Bird & Starfire, A Famous
Lockheed Family, 1981, Aztec Corp., 
Tucson, Ariz. In that book he quotes
Captain H.E. “Tom” Collins:

“The first air-refueled combat mis-
sion was flown on 6 July 1951 over
K o rea as a culmination of Pro j e c t
Collins. In response to an urgent oper-
ational re q u i rement from FEAF to
extend the endurance of its
fighters, fighter-recce, and
fighter-bombers, a Wright
Air Development Center
p roject was initiated in
1950 to develop the equip-
ment and techniques to air-
refuel the external tanks of
F-80s, RF-80s, T-33s, F-84s,
and F-86s from a KB-29
probe and drogue tanker.

“As a Captain assigned to
the Fighter Test Section of
WADC, I did all the test fly-
ing on the fighter-receivers.
The FEAF Commander,
General O.P. We y l a n d ,
agreed that the test results
justified combat use of the
technique and I went TDY
to Yokota AB, Japan, in
March 1951. 

“The F-80 and F-84 tank probes were
installed on the centerline of the tanks
pointing forward. During air- re f u e l-
ing, with the probe inserted and seated
in the tanker drogue or “Basket,” the
spring-loaded probe valve was opened
and the tanker pumps delivered fuel at
almost any desired rate up to about
275 gallons per minute (slow as com-
pared to flying boom delivery rate).”

“During the next months I oversaw
the installation by FEAMCom at

Tachikawa of the probe refueling kits
into Fletcher  265-gallon tip tanks.
Using the completed sets, I trained RF-
80A pilots from Colonel Jake Dixon’s
photo-recon group at K-2.

“The KB-29M used during the US
tests and in FEAF was one of the
tankers which refueled Colonel Dave
Shillings’s and Colonel Bill Ritchey’s
F-84s on their non-stop trans-atlantic
record flight. The tanker was operated
by a SAC crew and was assigned in
TDY status at Yokota, where I trained
all the receiver pilots.

“On 6 July 1951, the KB-29 took off
f rom Yokota and, over Wonsan Harbor,

starting at 25,000 feet, refueled thre e
RF-80As from K-2 at Taegu, flown by
Major Clyde B. East, Major Jean K.
Wo o d y a rd Jr., and First Lieutenant
Henry L. Ezell, who then proceeded to
execute three separate combat sorties.

“It is interesting to point out that the
air refueling itself was also conducted
in enemy airspace. I coached the refu-
eling operations from aboard the
tanker and was awarded an oak leaf
cluster to the Air Medal for the mis-
sion. Because of the extreme security

sensitivity of this operation, it received
absolutely no publicity.”

I talked to Clyde about the mission
when we had the Voodoo reunion at
Austin several years ago and con-
firmed the details of the mission with
him. Jean “Woody” Woodyard is still
with us, of course, but Clyde said Ezell
had died many years ago. 

Clyde provided these details of the
air-refueling mission:

“As for the refueling mission Wood-
yard, Ezell and I flew in July ‘51, I
don’t think much has been published,
or even written about it -- period. It
was originally scheduled as a mission

to cover targets well
north of the Kore a n /
Manchurian border. The
refuelable tanks would
m o re than double our
endurance and pro v i d e
photo coverage of areas
and targets not possible
with any resources in Far
East Air Forces (FEAF) at
that time. 

“Three sets of two refu-
eling probes adaptable to
265-gallon drop tanks
were sent to us from a
British Corporation that
had developed the tech-
nique and the hardware.
As I recall, they were Pas-
tuchin sectional  tanks,
with specially developed

nose cones carrying Air Refueling Ltd.
probes. The reason for only three air-
craft was that there were only three
sets of drop tanks with the refueling
probes available at that time. 

“These six tanks were assembled by
our crew chiefs at Yokota Air Base,
Japan, in early June ’51. We three pilots
and crewmen were TDY f rom the 67th
Tac Recon Wing, Taegu Air base (K-2),
K o rea, having arrived 6 Jun ’51. 

“We installed the tanks on the three
RF-80s and flight tested them at least

On the morning of July 6, 1951, Maj. Jean (Woody) Woodyard, 
1/Lt Henry (Hank) Ezell and Maj. Clyde East prior to their takeoff
on the first USAF combat mission incorporating air refueling. The
tank probe always remained covered as it was considered Top Secret.
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twice with a KB-29 from Davis-
Monthan AFB, Ariz. The project was
under the supervision and assistance
of Capt. Harold E. (Tom) Collins of
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, and Mr.
Bill Woodus, a Technical Repre s e n t a-
tive from Air Refueling, Ltd. 
The KB-29 had a single  hose/dro g u e
hanging from the tail
a s s e m b l y. 

“Since the 265-gallon
tanks could not be held
up with one full and the
other empty, we had to
fill one tank to about half,
disconnect, fill the sec-
ond tank full and then go
back for a third connec-
tion on the first tank and
top it off. It was a long 
and sometimes diff i c u l t
p rocess, particularly in
rough air.

“The day we were supposed to
launch on our mission, it was cancelled
by “higher authority” due to the
armistice feelers that had been put out
by the North Korean government in
the last days of June ’51. Since all plans
were made with receivers and tanker

waiting, Col Polifka asked for and
received a clearance to send us off
against targets in the far N.E. corner of
N. Korea very near the Soviet border.

“Our flight of three took off at about
1000 hours, Korean time. We met the
KB-29 some 30 to 40 NM east of Won-
san, over the Sea of Japan. 

“The serial numbers of the three RF-
80s that I believe flew on the opera-
tion in question were 45-8370, flown
by Maj. Wo o d y a rd, 45-8440, flown by
Maj. East and 45-8451, flown by Lt.
Ezell. Woody filled up first, followed
by East and then Ezell. We were orig-
inally scheduled for two air re f u e l i n g s
each, one out and one on the way
back, but the revised flight was short-
er than the original one and re q u i re d
only one air refueling. 

“Once we were filled, the tanker was
dismissed, we split up, covered sepa-
r a t e - t a rgets and returned to Ta e g u
alone. We confined our photography
to N. Korea, but covered the immedi-
ate area of the border between N.
K o rea, the Soviet Union and
Manchuria. Total flight time was
around 4:45 with lots of fuel remaining
on return  to K-2. We were re a l l y
i m p ressed with the range available
from a full load of fuel at 20,000 feet. 

“That was the only use made of the
six refuelable tanks in the 67th Wing.
We never saw, or heard much about
them again.

Woody Woodyard adds: “My job on
the air refueling mission was mainly
visual recon of the Russian and Korean

border plus a few random photos. 
“On the deck for a couple of hours, I

could find no evidence such as vehicle
tracks or construction of anything other
than foot traffic that had crossed the
b o rd e r. On a visual check of two small
Russian airfields across the bord e r, ru n-
ways were postholed and inoperable.
This blew the theory that this was a
supply route for the North Kore a n s . ”

These three pilots of the 67th Wi n g
w e re awarded DFCs for their eff o r t s .
Capt. Tom Collins, our instructor on air
refueling at Yokota, was one of the first
U.S. pilots to fly the Mig-15 flown south
by an NKAF defector in late ‘51. Collins
re t i red as a Major General. Bill Wo o d u s
continued with Air Refueling, Ltd and I
met him at Shaw AFB, S.C., in 1958
w h e re he was their Senior Tech Rep. 

As usual Recce got no credit for the
mission, the excuse being the classified
nature of Recce. Fifth Air Force fighter
wings continued to use the tanks. A
press release on 3 October 1952 credits
Lt. Col. Harry W. Dorris, Jr., with hav-
ing flown his F-80 Shooting Star on a
combat mission lasting 14 hours and
15 minutes. 

During that unbelievably long flight
his F-80 was refueled eight times at
p redetermined points over Japan and

K o rea by a KB-29 tanker with-
out radio contact between the
two craft. 

Five combat sorties were com-
pleted by Col. Dorris on this tru l y
remarkable mission, but as is so
often the case, the real story actual-
ly began in secrecy many months
b e f o re. (One wonders what sort of
o rdnance was expended by the 
F-80 in such sparing amounts so
as to last for five sorties, and what
damage was inflicted?) 

After MAC took over the
tanker mission, they set up a

refueling center at Scott AFB, Ill. They
published a book about early refueling
and carries the credit for the mission as
described above. They also painted a
mural at Scott depicting early refueling
efforts and included the KB-29 and RF-
80 flight in the painting.

Major Jean K. Woodyard, Ops Officer
and CO, 8th TRS, Nov. 1950

This KB-29M is refueling an F-84E over Japan. It’s difficult to
see, but the F-84 has probes on each tip tank similar to the
system used by the RF-80s.
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By Kirk Ransom 

You had asked about my remark
that Lyle Klaffer and I devel-
oped the one-statute-mile-spac-

ing for IR area covers. Here is that
story - tempered by some years.

My first AC in the 16th TRS after the
first class in the RTS was Lyle Klaffer,
an Aussie Sq. Ldr. on exchange, who
could make Bill Clinton look like a
choir boy. We deployed together to
SEA. We developed the one-statute-
mile-spacing for IR area covers at 2,000
A G L shortly after we got there. We
w e re trying to find an easy way to flight
plan those things without getting holi-
days. Lyle left after about five months
and I was crewed with Bill Davies, the
ops off i c e r. I did a phase one front seat
checkout with Davis while at TSN. Fre d
Wright was the assistant ops off i c e r.

I have 65 Mach 2 FCFs and got to the
point that when we leveled off at
40,000 ft. on the way to the block I
could say to the back seat, “You feel
that vibration? That’s a misrigged
compressor. We’re going to
have a compressor stall
somewhere after 1.8.” The
back seat would say “Huh”
as they are wont to do.

Just after we arrived at TSN
(28 Oct 65), the in-country
ATOC guys talked with us
and said they wanted to use
the Red Haze (we could not
say IR) to do area covers and
look for campfires. The are a
they wanted was 21 by 21
miles. Klaffer and I went into
the flight planning ro o m
(hanger floor) and I figured out that the
overlap should be something strange
like 5,730 ft. at 2,000 AGL. 

It was a bear to try to plot the lines. So
I just picked one nautical mile on one
a rea and one statute mile on another, as
these were marks on the plotters we all
had. We went out that afternoon and

tried it out east of TSN. We tried other
heights and spacings at the same time.

When the film was processed, the PIs
said the one nautical mile spacing had
lots of missing stuff, but the one statute
mile was just right. So from that time
on, night IR area covers were at 2,000

A G L with one-statute-mile spacing. We
flew race track patterns with 67- and 53-
d e g rees bank (I think - that was a long
time ago) to move the lines. To keep it
simple we always plotted to go tru e
north/south or east/west and would
use TACAN bearing/DME to mark the
start of a ru n .

We flew twice a night, six days a week.
One day off and do it again. Every 45
days you got one day flight.

The 7th Air Force frag shop sent us
north to drop carts on Route Pack 1a
f rom Vinh south, the same target 22
times a night. “But we will vary the
TO Ts to keep you safe.” These were two
hour 50 minute missions with only
about eight minutes down low. We
d ropped 40 carts (now I can’t re m e m b e r
if the big carts were the M-112s or M-
118s or something) at a time for just
over seven miles ground coverage at
3,500 ft. AGL. We would start at 480 kts
and when the back seat called camera
on, the AC would put the throttles at
mill and the 37mm guns just could not
keep up with the rate of acceleration.
We back seaters would turn the mirro r s
to watch the flak bursts but not see the
cart flash dire c t l y.

Usually we would not see anything
until we broke to end a run and some-
times there would be thousands of dif-
ferent colors of tracers all over below
us. I have come back from a mission

with extra frames caused
by the tracers tripping the
flash detector.

All the photo runs were
set up by the back seater on
radar. We did it so much
that if we got kicked off
course by thunder storms
we could go “VFR” on the
radar and get us back on
course. We also used the
INS with phantom targets
200 nm behind us. Just fol-
low the tail of the needle
and it was more then accu-

rate enough to get us to the IP so we
could pick up the run on radar. I got 62
“counters” all at night.

Of course, if you did not drop all
your carts, then on the way back home
if you just happened to come across a
lone F-100 (they dropped 500
pounders from 20,000 on GCI control),

Remembering the RF-4C
From Vietnam to England

Background

Bob, (via email)
I enjoy reading the “Reader”, but

would like to see more RF-4C relat-
ed articles and inputs, maybe we
could encourage the RF-4C com-
munity to become more active. 

Dave Britt

Dave,
I try to provide coverage of all Recce
birds, but I’m limited to what I have
available. Fortunately I have this one
RF-4C article from Kirk Ransom after I
asked him about his remark about spac -
ing for IR area covers. I’m sure we’ll
have more in the future. 

— Bob

An RF-4C departs Alconbury.
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it was time to salvo the load.
Landing at TSN using PAR at night

after night got to be a drag. Too many
South Vietnamese controllers in train-
ing. So the fastest way to get rid of
them was to hit final at 400 kts. The
ARVN controller would start to stutter
and stammer, then the American train-
er would come on with a voice just like
we were on-speed, and then chop the
power, hit the boards, drop the gear at
250 and end another night.

For some reason I was crewed with
the ops officer. He did not like to fly at
night so I flew a lot of high altitude
area covers using the hi pan. But we
also did a lot of searching for VC posi-
tions on hillsides in the jungle. 

One of those times I said, “Wow, why
is it snowing out?” cause it re a l l y
looked like intense snow, and the AC
said, “That’s not snow, son, that’s 50 -
caliber machine guns.” Made sense.

All of us PSOs in that first wave
checked out in the front seat using the
26 hour Phase 1 syllabus from the
RTU. Day photo missions in the front
seat. That was in June. 

I left TSN in August and had a 40-
day leave to get married. After three
weeks at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho,
all of us from the 16th first wave (at
TSN) shipped to Alconbury AB, Eng-
land, to make up the 32nd TRS. 

About the 1st of November, I was
scheduled for my theater orientation
in the back seat. The airplane was not
ready on time so we were just hanging
by the desk when the squadron com-
mander came in and looked at the
board. “Why’s Ransom in the back
seat? He shipped here as a front seater
and he will fly in the front seat.” 

Just about that time an airplane
came it with very little time before the
mission would scrub, so the IP had to
brief me for a front seat mission as we
rushed to the airplane. And this is
November in England; it is almost
dark. So I had my theater orientation
ride in the front seat and my night
check out all at the same time after
not being in the front seat for about
five months.

By Virginia Durbeck

The 25th celebration of the Interna-
tional Forest of Friendship was
held in Atchison, Kan. on the

15th and 16th of June 2001. The forest is
a living memorial to the World History
of Aviation and A e rospace. It was a gift
to America on her 200th birthday (1976)
f rom the City of Atchison and the 
Ninety-Nines, the international org a n i-
zation of women pilots. Atchison is the
birthplace of Amelia Earhart, the first
p resident of the Ninety-Nines.

The forest is made up of trees re p re-
senting the 50 states and territories and
35 countries. Winding through the For-
est is Memory Lane honoring those who
have or are still contributing to all facets
of aviation and aerospace. Embedded in
the concrete walk are plaques engraved
with the names of more than 700 hon-
o rees including Amelia Earhart, Charles
L i n d b e rgh, Jeana Ye a g e r, the Wr i g h t
B rothers, Sally Ride, Chuck Yeager and
Jimmie Doolittle.

Among this years 40 honorees were
two former tactical re c o n n a i s s a n c e
pilots, Colonels Arthur G. Durbeck
and Leroy W. Stutz, both Daedalians. 

Col. Durbeck attended Norwich Univ. ,
Northfield, Vt. and left during his senior
year to attend Flying School in the Class
of 41L. Graduating five days after Pearl
H a r b o r, he was assigned to the 13th
Recon. Sq. (Heavy) at Bangor, Maine,
w h e re he was a copilot/navigator in the
A-29 Lockheed Hudson aircraft on
North Atlantic submarine patrol. 

This was the first of 46 different types
of aircraft and some 5,300 hours of fly-
ing. He was deployed to Australia to
await the arrival of B-17 aircraft. 

Combat in B-17 and B-24 airc r a f t
earned him the Silver Star (w/1 OLC),
DFC, Air Medal, Presidential Unit Cita-
tion (w/1 OLC) and the Asiatic Pacific
Theater Ribbon with 5 battle stars. 

Back in the U.S. he was assigned to
Biggs AFB, Texas, as Standardization
Board Chief flying B-17, B-24 and B-29
A i rcraft. Subsequent assignments

included Tactical Air
Command, 9th A i r
Force and the Joint
Tactical Air Support
Board. He was also
in the 45th TRS in
Korea and Japan; an
Air Force A d v i s o r
with the Alabama Air Guard; 29th
TRS, Shaw AFB, S.C., and 15th TRS,
Kadena, Okinawa. His final assign-
ment was Chief of the Tactical Recon.
Branch, Operational Require m e n t s ,
Hg., USAF. He retired in 1968 and lives
with his wife, Virginia, in Alexandria,
Va., and Bradenton, Fla. 

Col. Stutz graduated from Atchison
County Community High School in
1957. He enlisted in the Kansas Army
National Guard and attended Wash-
burn Univ. for one year before entering
the Air Force Academy in June 1964. 

As a member of the 9th TRS, flying an
RF-4C, he was shot down in North
Vietnam, captured and held prisoner
for seven years. He stated that he was
removed from flying status because he
used his head to break the rifle of a
North Vietnamese guard. 

Graduating from the Air Command &
S t a ff College, he then attended Mainte-
nance Officers School at Chanute A F B ,
Ill. Next he was assigned to MacDill
AFB, Fla., with the 61st A i rcraft Mainte-
nance Sq. and later Commander of the
56th A i rcraft Generation Sq. 
and Assistant Deputy Commander 
for Maintenance. 

After earning his Master’s Degree in
June 1983 at Golden State University
and completing the Air War College in
May 1985, he returned to MacDill AFB
as Deputy Commander for Mainte-
nance in the 56th Tac. Training Wing.
In Dec. 1987, he was transferred to Tin-
ker AFB, Okla., as Deputy C.O. for
Maintenance of the 552nd Airborne
Warning and Control Wing. 

After retiring he moved to Oklahoma
City with his wife Karen. His decora-
tions include the Silver Star, DFC and
Air Medal (W/11 OLC).

Recce Pilots Inducted into 
International Forest of Friendship

Special Honors

Amelia Earh a r t
memorial, Int’l.
F o rest of Friendship



8 The Recce Reader, Summer 2001

Korean Memories

Gathering the Weather
The 6166th and its RB-26s did it right
By John Collens
Maj. Gen. USAF Ret.

John Auer checked me out in the B-
26 in Korea. Auer did a quick
checkout (fortunately I never had a

real emergency — I might not have
pushed/pulled the right switches).
Then, when we and other IPs flew
together, I would switch seats, they
would copy down the weather data as
I reported it over interphone and to the
radio operator who sent it back to the
weather net. 

On one mission with Auer I recall
that, what appeared to be a MIG, came
streaking out from China toward us.
We were westbound at just above the
ocean. Whatever it was, it did not
make a firing pass. It probably did not
see our blackbird down there at wave-
top level blending in with the sea.

B e f o re joining the weather flight
Auer had been with a bomb outfit,
hardnose B-26s, that attacked road and
railroad traffic at night. He can fill you
in on that thrilling mission. 

I had joined the RB-26 unit (6166th
Weather Flight, 12th TRS, 67th TRW)
as a weather forecaster/observer hop-
ing to convert to the pilot position, fly
missions, and get home earlier to see
my first-born child. It ended up that I
could have gone home sooner had 
I stayed on in Okinawa as a weather
f o re c a s t e r. The mission re q u i re m e n t
was 50, but PACAF did not control
weather personnel assignments and
couldn’t come up with my replace-
ment after I finished 50 missions. I
went back to Okinawa on a short R&R
and talked a warrant officer forecaster
in my former unit to volunteer for the

weather flight (“get that good flight
pay, mister”). After PACAF and the Air
Weather Service got their “who’s in
charge of weather people” jurisdiction
straightened out, he showed up on the
day I flew my 75th mission.

Letter to John Sullivan
PACAF Historian

The contributions of tactical recon-
naissance during the Korean War

should be noted in your symposium.
The words “alone, unarmed, unafraid”
attributed to Tac Recce aircrews merit
discussion. I was assigned to the
6166th Air Weather Flight of the 67th
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 5th Air
Force, PACAF, from March to October
1951 flying 75 combat missions in RB-
26 aircraft. Our missions varied 
f rom weather/intelligence collection
to pure weather reconnaissance over
hostile areas. 

Some missions were flown westward
over the Yellow Sea to the peninsula
that juts out from China northeast of
Tsingtao thence over international
waters close to shore down to near
Shanghai. Those missions were two-
fold: count shipping, deck cargo, etc
headed up the coast toward Port
Arthur (Darien) on the Gulf of Chihli,
and gather weather data. These were
daylight sorties flown at 1000 ft. MSL,
often as low as 300-500 feet above the
ocean when entering an intense low
pressure system (e.g., edge of tropical
storm). Other daylight missions were
flown well above the bombline into
North Korea. 

On one such mission we were either

Background
Dear Bob,
I just received the latest copy

of The Recce Reader and am
sort of miffed.

All you have in your paper is
about Jet Reconnaissance. Did
you know that we RB-26 Jocks
performed a service also? The
6166th and 11th TRS ( 6 7 t h
Tac Recon Gp) performed low
level weather recon in Korea,
also ECM missions in the North.
The 12th TRS did night photo
recon. How about a plug for
those forgotten few who didn’t
fly jets?

Bill Novak

I sent Bill a letter explaining that I
print what I have. I’ve threatened to
visit him at his Flying

_
N

_
Ranch at

Lost Springs, Kan. It’s less than a three
hour drive, but I haven’t made the trip
yet. Fortunately, John Collens came to
the rescue. Here are his inputs. – Bob

JOHN NEEDED TO VIEW THE 1945 
A-26 TRAINING FILM “A-26 FLYING

TIPS.” YOU CAN SEE IT TODAY ON

YOUR COMPUTER AT

WWW.ZENOSWARBIRDVIDEOS.COM/M
AIN.HTML

An A-26 similar to the black RB-26s used by the 6166th Air Weather Flight, the 11 t h
TRS and 12th TRS. It had a glass nose for an observer, bombardier or camera equipment.
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s t ruck by
flak or sus-
t a i n e d
s t ru c t u r a l
f a i l u re of
the plexi-
glas nose
when in a
steep dive
to check
cloud bot-
toms. The
n a v i g a t o r,
who was
p o s i t i o n e d
in the nose,
s u s t a i n e d
injuries. I
had a small cut across the bridge of my
nose that only warranted a Band-Aid.
That navigator (later, Maj. Gen. Ret.
Click Smith) became a pilot, attended
test pilot school at Edwards A F B ,
N e v., amassed over 13,000 flying
hours, became a MAC wing com-
m a n d e r, and re t i red as Director of
Transportation, Hq. USAF.

On another daylight mission north
of 40-degrees lati tude we were hit by
flak and the  radio operator  was
wounded. His crew position (aft of
the bomb bay) could not be re a c h e d
inflight. However, his injuries were
not life threatening. 

Nighttime missions were also con-
ducted to obtain prestrike weather
conditions for early daylight missions
by fighters and bombers. One such
mission took us overland up the east

coast of North Korea close to 
Valdivostok, USSR, where we were
close enough to see the rotating beacon
of that city’s airfield. 

On other nighttime missions we had
a ringside perch to observe the ground
fighting at Seoul as the allies fought to
regain that city. On several occasions
we witnessed the effort of hardnose 
B-26s attacking road and railroad tar-
gets down below. After Seoul was
recaptured and 5th Air Force relocated,
we also moved the reconnaissance unit
from Taegu to Seoul (Kimpo airfield). 

Our tactical weather reconnaissance
missions complemented that of the
WB-29s flown by units of the A i r
Weather Service. Their weather data
gathering effort was more thorough
than ours, whereas we covered the
more hostile areas. 

In today’s
Air Forc e
both types of
w e a t h e r
re c o n n a i s -
sance are
m o re likely
to be provid-
ed by on-
orbit satel-
lites as was
the case in
Vietnam and
D e s e r t
Storm. I still
recall that
K o rea had
the most

miserable weather — Spring, Summer,
Winter — of any place I was stationed.
Life in the tents at Taegu and Kimpo
was no picnic. Mess kit eating environs
and outhouse accommodations added
to the misery of Kimpo. My career var-
ied widely: a B-17 pilot in WW II, shot
down on 25th mission, pre - K o re a n
War weather forecaster, tactical recon-
naissance pilot (RB-26, RF-80), C-141
pilot in Vietnam conflict, wing com-
m a n d e r, Air Weather Service com-
m a n d e r, MAC Chief of Staff, Deputy
Inspector General Hq. USAF. I wish you
success in your symposium. Wish I
could attend, but will be on tour in
E u rope at that time. Perhaps the above
text may contribute to your undertaking. 

Signed/ John W. Collens 
Maj. Gen. USAF Ret. 

Air Force operations over
North Korea depended on
the 6166th for weather
information.

Last minute check of a
weather map before a 

mission was important.

Flying personnel of the Weather Flight.

Photos and captions from the 1953 67th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing Yearbook
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From VFW Magazine

Isubmitted a letter to The VFW Mag-
azine after they requested cold war

recon incidents from their re a d e r s .
They used some of that letter in the fol-
lowing excerpt from VFW Magazine,
September 1998, ‘Ferrets’ in Flight: Cold
War Shoot-Downs, (pp 28 & 30).

“While flying a mission over (the
Black Sea near) Russia’s missile launch
sites at Kapustin Yar, we had to break it
off when MiG-17s appeared,” remem-
bered Victor I. Mayer, an Air Force
Raven who was aboard an RB-66C of
the 10th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing,
42nd Tactical Reconnaissance Squad-
ron in May 1958. “Our aircraft banked
sharply and headed south, accelerat-
ing and descending from our cruise
altitude of 34,000 feet. We reached the 
RB-66’s limiting mach number of 0.95
and left the MiGs behind.” Mayer, as
an electronic warfare officer and nav-
i g a t o r, flew 88 ferret missions known
as Mary Ann Bravo. Most were flown
along the east German border in
1957-58. 

According to the magazine, 156 air-
men of the United States were killed
during the period from August 1946 to
April 1969 and four were taken as
spies by the Soviet Union while per-
forming these Cold War re c o n n a i s-
sance missions. – Victor Mayer

The Colonel Charles E. Shelton Free-
dom Memorial Dedication Ceremony

The Colonel Charles E. Shelton Free-
dom Memorial in Honor of Prison-

ers of War and Missing in Action of all
Wars was dedicated September 18,
1999, in a ceremony at the memorial
sight in Smothers Park, on Veterans
Blvd., in downtown Owensboro, Ky.
A p p roximately 2000 citizens of
Owensboro and the surrounding area
attended the cere m o n y. You’ll find
m o re information at this website:
w w w. l a s t p o w. o rg / D e d i c a t i o n – C e re-
mony.htm. –Al White

More on Charlie Shelton

There is a web site dedicated to the
memory of Col. Charles Shelton.

( w w w. c u s t o m c p u . c o m / a i t / k s o u t h e r /
powpage/pow.htm).

In his guest book is this letter from
William A. White submitted 8 May 97. 

“Charlie and I were roommates at
Spangdahlem before the family joined
him from the United States in 1956.

“ We separated from one another as I
left the USAF to join Air America, based
in Laos. On the day he was shot down,
we met again for the first time in years
at the Air America Club in Udorn, Thai-
land. We had breakfast together, shot
the bull and then I invited him to take a
flight in my C-123 “up country.” He
wanted to see what it was like up there
on the ground. I think I scared him as
he was not used to landing on unpre-
p a red, 500-ft. dirt ru n w a y s !

“After returning to Udorn for refuel-
ing and loading, we joined one anoth-
er again for lunch. At the conclusion,
he returned to his squadron to prepare
for his (last) flight. We taxied out
together and blinked our landing
lights as a greeting. He roared off and I
followed behind him.

“The C-123 was used for SAR for our
downed airmen in addition to the nor-
mal re q u i rements. So, when it was
reported that an aircraft was down, I
immediately proceeded to the coordi-
nates given for the downed pilot.
Upon arriving in the area, we soon
spotted Charlie, waving a white scarf
or handkerchief. He appeared to be
unhurt. We called in our AA heleos. A
location on a mesa south of Sam Neua
was chosen to drop off a rescue team.
During this time, I was “holding” to
the south of his position at 3500 ft. For-
tunately, for whatever reason, the “PL”
elected not to shoot at us. After the
team was dispatched, we all departed
the area. Our plan was to return in five
days and pick them all up. We never
saw the team again either. We pre-
sumed all were captured and probably
killed as they were Lao and Thai
nationalities.” – Burt Waltz

F-86 Sabre Pilots Association

Yo Gang, I attended the latest F-86
Sabre Pilots Association Reunion

in Vegas. It was a class act reunion all
the way but over populated with
Fighter Jocks (I was the only RF-86
member there it turned out). We only

have a few folks that are part of the
organization: Rich Beitel, Sam Dickens,
Larry Garrison, Cecil Rigsby, Bob Ross
and Watashiwa. While there, I put the
model of the RF-86 on display and it
was very well received. Lots of folks
didn’t realize there was such a bird.

The reason I am writing is to pass
info on about joining this great organi-
zation so that we can have a really
good recce representation at the com-
ing reunions with this crowd. Dues are
cheap and there are no outside efforts
like scholarships and the like to divert
money. It is strictly social and made up
of folks that flew every rendition of the
F-86 Sabre. 

The reunions are always in Las Vegas
and occur every other  year. They
include an update briefing from the
Air Warfare Center about Red Flag, the
Weapons School and some of the
magic that goes on at Nellis. There’s a
floor show on the Strip, a golf tourney
at Nellis or one of the local great cours-
es, a buffet, a sit down banquet and
copious time available in the Hospital-
ity Suite. ‘Nuff said. 

To get an application blank, email the
newly elected president of the organi-
zation, Jerry Johnson, at jjohn52132
@aol.com. He’s a good head and
devoted to doing a good job with the
group. I’m sure you’ll like the crowd.
VR and Check 6. – Goldie Goldfein

Laon Survivor Alumni Association 

This Association was formed in Jan-
uary 1999, by myself. The mission

was to locate missing students and
teachers associated with Laon Air Base
between the years of 1952 (when
dependents were allowed) to 1967
(when the base closed). A master list
was created to show who had been
located at Loan with addresses, phone
numbers, email addresses, etc. Anoth-
er list showed names of students and
teachers who were unaccounted for.

Over a period of two years this list
has grown to over 400 names. People
email pictures of the base, the city of
Laon, group photos of children, news-
paper articles, planes, you name it. 

In January of this year a web site was
dedicated to the military men and

Clicks & Flashes
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women who served there during WW
II to its closing in 1967, as well as the
dependents. As far as I know, no one
else has done a web site of this base as
a whole. (There is a site for the 66th
Supply Squadron.) 

In one sense I feel like I am expanding
the goal my parents started in 1977, by
keeping alive a dream of staying in
touch with people we enjoyed knowing
and being with. Now is the time to take
that next giant step forward. 

Summation: On July 4th, 2001,
w w w.LaonAFB.com was off i c i a l l y
opened to the public. We desire to keep
the memories alive of a period in time
when we enjoyed the new friendships
and still survived the Cold War. Hun-
dreds have returned to Laon, now a
F rench Artillery base, to re k i n d l e
memories and to try to locate build-
ings that have since been dismantled
by the French. 

Laon Air Base today is about half of
what it was in 1967. The main runway
is there, Base Operations is still intact
and the main gate is still there to wel-
come you home. 

If you want to step back into time, then
visit this site. If you desire to participate
in all of this, send us your photos, news
articles and names and address of your
c h i l d ren who were there with you. 

– Tom Laseter

34th PRS 

Good to hear from you. The 34th
PRS’s unofficial “Monkey patch” is

going back into circulation. Modern
versions are off to embroidery and are
going to squadron members. The patch
will be available for sale on the website
this fall at www. 3 4 t h p r s . o rg. Plans for
the 34th PRS 2002 Reunion Cruise con-
tinue to take shape. Charlie Hoy is the
Master of Ceremonies this time aro u n d .

We’ll be cruising on M.S. Fantasy for a
f o u r-day stint and recover from the
voyage with a few days in Kissimmee,
Fla. Details soon on the website.

The 30th PRS Online is due to launch
shortly but is not currently online.
Addresses for our PRS member sites
are as follows:

pws.prserv.net/varney/20cms/
www.33rdprs.org/
www.34thprs.org/
As of the time of this note, the 33rd

PRS Online has yet to launch. See
member websites for details. I hope
that you and yours are well. Take care
and keep in touch. 

– Richard Faulkner 
34th PRS Association;

webmaster@34thprs.org;
www.34thprs.org/

World War II Bizarre Events

This was received from an A r m y
Colonel friend. You really have to dig

to get this kind of ringside seat to history.
1. The first German serviceman killed

in WW II was by the Japanese (China,
1937), the first American serviceman
killed was by the Russians (Finland
1940), the highest ranking American
killed was Lt. Gen. Lesley McNair by
the U.S. Army Air Corps. . . . So much
for allies. 

2. The youngest United States serv-
iceman was 12-year-old Calvin 
Graham, U.S. Navy. He was wounded
and given a Dishonorable Discharge
for lying about his age. (His benefits
were later restored by act of Congress.) 

3. At the time of Pearl Harbor, the top
U.S. Navy command was Called CIN-
CUS (pronounced “sink us”), the
shoulder patch of the U.S. Army’s 45th
Infantry division was the Swastika,
and Hitler’s private train was named
“Amerika.” Al l three were soon
changed for PR purposes. 

4. More United States servicemen died
in the Air Corps than in the Marine
Corps. While completing the re q u i re d
30 missions, your chance of being killed
was 71 percent. 

5. Generally speaking, there was no
such thing as an average fighter pilot.
You were either an ace or a target. For
instance, Japanese ace Hiro y o s h i

Nishizawa shot down more than 80
planes. He died while a passenger on a
cargo plane. 

6. It was a common practice on fight-
er planes to load every fifth round
with a tracer round to aid in aiming.
This was a mistake. Tracers had differ-
ent ballistics; so, at long range, if your
tracers were hitting the target, 80 per-
cent of your rounds were missing.
Worse yet, tracers instantly told your
enemy that he was under fire and from
which direction. Worst of all was the
practice of loading a string of tracers at
the end of the belt to tell you that you
were out of ammo. This was definitely
not something you wanted to tell the
enemy. Units that stopped using trac-
ers saw their success rate nearly dou-
ble and their loss rate go down. 

7. German Me 264 bombers were
capable of bombing New York City,
but it wasn’t worth the effort. 

8. German submarine U-120 was
sunk by a malfunctioning toilet. 

9. When allied
armies reached the
Rhine the first thing
men did was pee in
it. This was pre t t y
universal from the
lowest private to
Winston Churchill
(who made a big
show of it) and Gen.
Patton (who had himself photographed
in the act). 

10. Among the first “Germans” cap-
tured in France at Normandy were
several Koreans. They had been forced
to fight for the Japanese Army until
they were captured by the Russians
and forced to fight for the Russian
Army until they were captured by the
Germans and forced to fight for the
German Army until they were cap-
tured by the U.S. Army.

11. Following a massive naval bom-
bardment, 35,000 United States and
Canadian troops stormed ashore at
Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. Twenty-
one troops were killed in the firefight.
It would have been worse if there had
been any Japanese on the island.

– Ed Robertson

Clicks & Flashes

Patton pees in Rhine

G reeting sign at Loan entrance gate, 1962.
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Phil Rowe 

Iwas saddened to learn in the Winter
2001 issue of The Recce Reader that

my one-time pilot passed away. Then
Colonel Bryce Poe and I (a mere major)
flew together in RF-4Cs out of Tan Son
Nhut, Vietnam. I saw him quite regu-
larly and flew with him on our some-
what “hairy” mission that earned us
both a DFC. Bryce Poe was a true gen-
tleman, quiet in demeanor and very
sharp. It heartened me in the post-
Vietnam years to watch his career soar
to four-star rank. 

Col Mike Poore

Iretired from the USAF after 30 plus
years. The Ceremony was 3 August

at Andrews AFB. Gen. Greg “Speedy”
Martin (CINCUSAFE) officiated. My
last day was 1 Sep 2001.

Recce (91st TRS and 38th TRS) has
been the best 25 years of my career! I
retired out of the Joint Strike Fighter
P rogram Office where I was the 
Program Manager of the Boeing X-32
contract. They are currently in flight
test of the “B” bird that will do the
Short Take Off Vertical Landing profile
(STOVL). We had a very successful
“A” bird test from 18 Sept. to 3 Feb.
Yours in Recce, Mike Poore; YGTB-
SM@aol.com.

Sam Dickens 

During the PACAF symposium on
the Korean War held in Honolulu

the last week in June, I spent 15 min-
utes discussing the contributions of
tactical reconnaissance by the 67th Tac-
tical Reconnaissance Wing, including
the role of the RB-26s, the RF-51s, the
RF-80s and the RF-86s.

Robert F. Dorr 

Iam working on a history of the RF-80
a i rcraft for Air Force Ti m e s, and

would like to hear from anyone who
can help. Write me at 3411 Valewood
Drive, Oakton, VA 22124; 703-264-
8950; fax 703-264-1295; ro b e r t d o r r
@aol.com.

Roger & Dolores McLain

Hi! We ’ re missing Colorado with a
22-day golf trip to Ireland and

Scotland. We have tee-times on 13
courses, many of which I marked on the
map during our l998 outing. The Castle
is on the schedule and we’re staying at
the same B & B. Have fun in Durango.

Mack L Warner 

Smack has moved to 1006 Fairfax
Lane, Weston, FL 33326, 954-659-

2972. Still flying UPS 767.

Chuck Gray 

Bob, in the last couple of years I have
been able to enjoy the memory of

the great times from my past life (the
military career years) because of the
efforts of you and many others to keep
all of us old Recce people in contact.
The Recce Reader is a great way to keep
up to date on people that we haven’t
seen in years so thanks for all of your
efforts. Keep up the good work. 

A good friend of ours, Martha We r n e r,
came by for a visit. We told her about
The Recce Reader and the email updates
that we are getting from friends and
how that helps us keep up with people
that we haven’t seen for years. She said
she would like to be included in this
process so thought I would pass her
information on to you and see if you
can add her to your list. (Martha Wern-
er, 116 Peppertree Dr., Kingsport, TN
37664; wildredrose@earthlink.com.) 

Her husband, Tom, died about 10
years ago. He was a career officer which
included a good bit of pilot time in the
RF-4C and some time in the acquisition
business at Wright-Patterson. We were
stationed together three or four times
over our careers. He was a great guy
and a good friend but his life was cut
short only about five years after A i r
F o rce re t i rement. Thanks again for all of
your eff o r t s .

Ginny Hare

Emily just called from the airport so
excited and about to jump through

the phone telling me that she had
soloed! They were celebrating out
there over doughnuts and coffee. Can
you believe two solos in one week –
both Valerie and Emily. As we talked,
Ashley was readying to take off on her
solo cross-county. Rabbit’s hoping to

put her up for her  private license
before she heads off for college next
week. It’s truly an upward and
onward week. Valerie is our youngest
daughter (she was born at Landstul
when we were at Sembach in the
302nd.). She is the mother of Ashley
(our oldest grandchild) and Emily our
n u m b e r- t h ree grandchild.) Va l e r i e
teaches chemistry and biology at
Grove High School which is located
almost right next door to the Grove air-
port. Convenient! 

Dan Waddle

Iwant to thank all those that gave my
son, Cmdr. Scott D. Waddle, their

support by donating to his Legal
Defense Fund and the many, many,
many prayers that were offered over
these past few months. The Navy did
not want to do what they did to Scott .
It was a matter of keeping good rela-
tions with Japan. The Japanese Navy
augments our forces during hostilities
with North Korea or China. Those re l a-
tionships have to be maintained. The
Navy fined my son two months pay
and then waived it. Some punishment,
huh? Scott will re t i re September 30 with
full pay and benefits. I am glad that I
have so many good friends out there .
Dan, Recce Pukes don’t forget. – Ed.

Kerm Helmke

Ifound the article from the Salt Lake
Tribune on p. 8 of The Recce Reader,

Winter 2001, quite interesting. I had
forgotten that the TU-4 had B-29 fea-
tures. For your information, there were
two flights of Chinese officers who
attended the class of Remote Control
Tu r ret Mechanics school at Lowry
from January through April of 1947
where I was an instructor. This cur-
riculum was strictly B-29. Only one or
two of the Chinese admitted to under-
standing any English. We would Bird
Seed with each other on the class
b reaks a little bit. The interpre t e r s
never seemed to be around on the
breaks. I do not know whether these
Chinese were a part of the Chiang or
Mao group , or maybe both. Supposed-
ly they all had degrees. They gave our
instructors fits as they always wanted
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to know the “why” of everything. The
most school friction that existed at the
time were friendly snow ball fights.

It would be interesting to know
whether any of my former class mates
made it into the TU4 design bureau.
The RCTM system would have been
difficult to replicate. Maybe someday I
will learn more about the armament on
the TU4. 
Kerm was in TAC Recce from 1951 thru
1964 — Ed. 

Bombers in Korea
A question arose on the email circuit about
what bombers were used in Korea. We
received this response – Ed.

Being one of the ancient ones, I can
add something to this dialogue.

The bombers used in Korea were the 
Douglas B-26 (not the Martin Maraud-
er of WW II) and five wings of B-29s. I
was a Sgt. in those days and a B-29 tail
gunner. We left Fairchild on the 5th of
July, 1950 and flew our first mission
against Wonsan on the 13th. It took
only eight days to deploy our 92nd
Bomb Wing of 30 B-29s and all person-
nel. We went via Hickam, Kwajalein,
Guam and up to Yokota. I flew 32 mis-
sions and we redeployed to Fairchild
in November just prior to the Chinese
entering the war. – Don Beck

Where is James Ruest

Was wondering if anyone knows
the whereabouts of my former

back seater, James Ruest. He trained at
Bergstrom in 1968, then on to Udorn,
then one of the bases in Europe. I
would like to contact him if you can
help. Thanks. – Tommie N. Thompson;

PitarFilot@aol.com

Chris Kiser

The year 2000 was great for me, a
former RF-4C WSO with the 38th

and 91st TRS. I recently joined the Air
Force Reserves as an Intelligence Offi-
cer at Brooks AFB, Texas. October was
also an incredible month with the birth
of my first child, Nicole Celine, on the
9th. Nicole was 20-1/2 in. long and 7
lb. 4 oz. This was followed by my first
wedding anniversary to my wife, Deb-
orah on the 16th. I’m looking forward

to an even better new year. I can be
reached at 512-990-7004 or ckiser
@bga.com. 

In 1994, the 38th TRS A s s o c i a t i o n
(38th TRSA) was created for a reunion
that was held in Austin, TX and to
publish a newsletter/mail listing. Sev-
eral people sent donations to help
defer the cost of the newsletter. Regret-
tably, due to other commitments, the
38th TRSA was absolved in 2000 leav-
ing a balance of $71.16 in it’s bank
account. This money is being sent to
the TAC Recce Reunion Association to
further it’s great work. 

Carlos states: I received the check for
$71.16 donated to our Recce organization.
About that time, I also received a check for
$10 from Dorothy Thompson and a 20 dol -
lar bill from Don Morgan and all was
added to our Recce bank account. We don’t
have dues, but voluntary contributions are
happily accepted. 

E d i t o r ’s Note: While I was a perfect Recce
pilot, I’m not a perfect editor. This info was
inadvertently left out of the Spring R e c c e
R e a d e r. My apology to Chris. 

Craig Noll 

Sam Palumbo, a retired RF-4 pilot,
who has been working as an airline

captain for Horizon Air for the last
thirteen years in Boise, Idaho, will hit
the mandatory age-60 re t i rement in
S e p t e m b e r. He has flown the 
DeHaviland DHC-8, Fairchild Metro,
and lately the Fokker F-28 as a captain
for Horizon A i r. He and his wife,
Grace, now live in Meridian, Idaho,
near their daughter and grandchild. 

Funny story to go along with this: 
I attended the RF-4C RTU in Jan 1979
with the 16th TRS at Shaw AFB. I
remained at Shaw as an RF-4C WSO in
the 62nd TRS. I then went to the 15th
TRS at Kadena in Aug 1980 where
Ken Habedank was the squadron 
commander. In 1982 I returned to the
12th TRS at Bergstrom. Then Lt. Col.
Sam Palumbo was the 91st TRS
squadron commander at Bergstrom. 

After I left the USAF in Dec of 1983, I
returned to Pennsylvania and complet-
ed my civil ian commercial, instru-
ment, and multi-engine flight training
and subsequently accepted a full-time

AGR position as an instructor WSO at
the new 189th Tactical Recon Training
Flight (TRTF) in Boise, Idaho, with the
Idaho Air National Guard. 

Four years later, in 1988, I accepted a
job as a pilot with Horizon A i r. I
remained in the ANG as a traditional
RF-4C part-time WSO. When I showed
up in Portland, Oregon, for Horizon
Air training I was shocked to run into
Sam Palumbo. I hadn’t seen him since
leaving the USAF in 1983. We were
roommates through training. 

Both of us returned to Boise where
we were domiciled. I’ll never forget
Sam and I studying for an exam one
evening. Sam, never having flown any-
thing with propellers, was laying in
bed with the book on his chest study-
ing for the exam on powerplants and
props. All of a sudden, he jumped up
out of his bed, threw the book onto the
bed and exclaimed: “Why the hell
can’t these things just blow hot air out
the back!” 

I, along with Sam, now fly the F-28 as
Captains for Horizon Air. Cheers.

The Death of a “Polka Dot” 

Iwas truly sad to hear  of Chick
Ritchie’s death. I had been writing in

my memoirs that he had taken over the
Polka Dot car we had at Misawa. Did
not know where he had re t i red or
when. We were in Atchison, Kan.,
attending a Celebration at The Interna-
tional Forest of Friendship. Two recce
pilots, Col. Leroy Stutz, (former RF-4C
pilot shot down over North Vietnam
and held captive for seven years) and I
were honorees at the three-day cele-
bration (see p. 7). There were 40
inductees, civilian and military, male
and female. The 99ers, female pilots
associated with aviation, and the City
of Atchison conduct the affair each
year. We had hoped to get together
with Bob and Marj Gould but the
weather turned sour with flooding
which ruined our plans. — Art Durbeck

Jim “Fat Daddy” Black
Item one: I want to thank you for

placing me on your mailing list. Since I
am illiterate, my check for five is 

C o n ’t on next page
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C o n ’t from previous page
enclosed. I attended the Overflight
Symposium and had I known you
w e re responsible for The Recce Reader,
I would have thanked you in person.
Because of your latest sheet, I was
able to get with Bill McMurray, who
also lives in Cary. We were both at
Kimpo at the same time for a couple
of months. We are only acquainted
with Griff Griffin as he and Bill were
in the 45th TRS and I was in the 15th
TRS. Four months after I arrived in
K o rea, the 15th moved to Komaki A B
at Nagoya, Japan.

B r i e f l y, after Nagoya, I rotated to
Moses Lake when SAC started receiv-
ing RF-84Fs. Two years later, on to Del
Rio and the Dragon Lady program (U-
2s). After six years in the U-2s, as they
were being moved to Davis-Monthan,
I went to 15th AF (March AFB) for
t h ree years. After that there was a
three-year tour at CINCPAC. (I was the
o ffice recce puke.) That ended my
recce experiences for I rotated to Shaw
and worked in 9th AF plans. 

Norm Huggins
Bob, I enjoyed The Recce Reader

Spring edition. I don’t have any news
except that I’m now a farmer. Mary
Jane and I maintain two homes, one

h e re in Valdosta and one in 
Mullens, S.C., on the little PeeDee
River. I now own the farm where I was
raised and I’m converting from row
c rops to hay and pine trees with
turkey, quail and deer, etc. Last Octo-
ber I planted 2000 pine trees by hand
(with a little help). 

I remember discussing your home in
Kansas that last time we met, but my
atlas doesn’t list Stanley. (We’re living
incognito - Ed.)

Back to business: I attended Clemson
A&M College in 1947. I lived in a
three-story dorm and was assigned to
A Company (Rat Newboy). A senior in
this company was Rudolph Anderson.
from Greenville, S.C. (He is the same
person shot down over Cuba in a U-2.)

One night, he and I and others
climbed in the attic of this old barracks
and captured some pigeons. They
escaped in the hall. While chasing one
down the hall, Rudy ran out the win-
dow and fell to the concrete walk one
story down. I looked out and he was
laying still with blood running from
his nose. That fall delayed his gradua-
tion for six months. 

He entered the Air Force and from
what I understand, he flew RF-86s in
Korea. The last time I saw him, he was
at Larson AFB flying SAC Ficon RF-

84s. (I was flying F-86Ds in ADC.)
While at Larson, Rudy was decorated

for missions flown over the Yalu in the
RF-86. I would appreciate learning any
more info about him and the location
of his widow.
Norm, I don’t have any info on his widow,
but there is a seven-page website dedicated
to him at http://cworld.clemson.edu/
Fall2000/12thday.htm. There is a move -
ment afoot to get him a posthumous Medal
of Honor. – Ed.

Ramstein Phantom Reunion 
Galveston in Nov 2000

Guy Belcore sent me a cd rom with
some additional pics of our

reunion. I cut down the number of pho-
tos and sent it to Mike at her computer.
Came out 35 mbs. Way too much for
email. Did some more editing, did some
balance work and resized the photos so
that the total now is about 2 mbs. The
photos are pretty small but I think you
will enjoy seeing them. I think there are
a couple of shots of the Belcore’s little
cabin up near A r rowhead. Don’t blame
Guy if you see a lot of shots of him and
wife, they had the camera. You can get
an email download of the photos by
sending an email request to me at
camelot2@home.com. – To m Whitlock

Letters & Email

Richmond, Virginia, ANG RF-16

Will this manned Recce version survive?

Voodoo Reunion 
2002

The next Voodoo
reunion will be held in
Hampton, VA, May 16

through May 19.
Reserve your time and

make plans to get 
yourself to this Eastern

funspot.
Mark your calenders

now and be prepared to
give your favorite

Voodoo One-O-Wonder
a boot in his afterburner.
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Survivors
Jim Shambo 

For those that remember Jim at
Z w e i b rucken and Berg s t rom in the

1980 time frame, Jim has undergone a
very serious bout with cancer and sur-
gery to remove a lot of the damaged
a reas. As of this email he is still in the
hospital in Florida. Jim and his wife,
Ann, live in Niceville, Florida. Our
prayers go out for his recovery and to
his family who have had to stand by
and watch the suffering that Jim has
e n d u red. Jim’s email address is sham-
bo@bsc.net for those who wish to send a
get well soon or say hello. – Bill Clements

Alice Picciano

Right after we got back from the
Overflight Symposium in D.C.,

Alice complained of a shoulder ache.
We went to her Doc and he put her in
a hospital for scans. They found a
tumor on her nape pressing on nerves.
After 14 radiation treatments, that is
under control. They also found a can-
cerous tumor on her liver. They shot
chemo directly into it and immediately
nailed 90 percent of it. The chemo still
in the liver should get the other 10 per-
cent. I’ve never  seen anyone go
through so much pain. Two hospitals,
quarts of morphine, 29 days in a hospi-
tal bed, and no complaining or self

pity. My lady is a pretty tough old girl. 
In August, Alice went into the hospi-

tal for another shot of chemo to the
liver. Since the last shot in June the
major tumor has decreased 50 percent.
This shot should get most of the can-
c e r. The tumor in the neck has
decreased immensely. This treatment
is relatively new but the doctor. has
done over 600 of them and all have
been successful. 

My babe and St. Jude are really con-
nected. There are so many of you caring
people out there. I thank you for your
prayers and concern. – Lou Picciano

Jerry Rogers 

Jerry’s daughter, Lisa Boone, threw
him a “survivor” party Aug 10 in

Atlanta. I drove up from Chattanooga.
Jerry looks and feels very good. 
He told me that he completed chemo
two weeks ago. A good time was had
by all. – Scotty Schoolfield

Curly Walker 

Curly and his lovely wife Jean took a
5000-mile car- c ross-country this

s u m m e r. Starting from Yuma, AZ they
worked their way up to Orofino, Idaho,
and visited Marv Reed. After much
“grape juice” and red meat, they left
Marv and took off across the northern

United States to Eau Claire, Wis., and
spent a little time with the Dan
Doughty’s. After much “grape juice”
and cheese, they took off for Texas to
see Al Magazzine. Al found out about
it and left town. Curly and Jean
returned to Yuma with many fond
memories of a 5,000-mile land cru i s e .
Curly had a gall bladder operation dur-
ing the second week of August. Drilled
four holes in him, deflated the bladder
and pulled it out through one of the
holes. Last check he was hurting a bit
but recovering. The end. – Al Magazzine

Kent Dixon

The only news here is that I had a
triple bypass on July 3rd. I am com-

ing along but slow. I went to my first
rehab class today (14 Aug). I hope to
make Durango.

Taps
Delwin Avery

Hi Folks. I read in the TROA maga-
zine that Delwin Avery died in

Colorado. He was Commander of our
Group at Yokota. Met him the first
night Joe Guthrie and I arrived there.

– Lou Picciano

Gary R. Collins
You may already have been notified of
the death of Gary R. Collins, Maj, USAF
(Ret) who passed away on Sunday, June
10 after a valiant bout with cancer. His
wife, Jane, resides at 115 Nash Stre e t ,
S u m t e r, SC 29150. – Don Adee

Tom L. McNierney 

We received note and obituary
notice from Tom McNierney’s

niece in N.Y. It reads that Tom died on

May 4, 2001 at home following a long
illness at age 79. Wife, Vi rginia E.
Lewis, died Nov. 1967. Survivors
include a nephew, three nieces, a
grandniece and several cousins. Burial
with full military honors by Joyce-
Schirick Post 1386, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, in St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Kingston, N.Y. – Jerry Rodgers

Harry DeWitt 

Ijust learned that Harry DeWitt, of
Moscow, Idaho, died in Feb 2001. His

wife, Connie, is “handling it.” I don’t
know how his passing went unno-
ticed. – Scotty Schoolfield

Rueben Thode

In response to your lost souls item in
The  Recce Reader, Rueben Thode,

Mesa, Ariz., was a friend of mine.
Regretfully, he passed away in Dec.
1999. He lived in Bella Vista, Ark. 

– Bill O’Keefe
Everett Anderson

Iread in the Spring issue of The Recce
Reader that you were trying to locate

E v e rett Anderson of Sacramento. I
have a “Sacto” phone book and had got
my “good deed for the day” out of the
w a y. Jo Anderson answered the phone
and told me that Everett died A p r. 29,
1999 of a heart attack. She sounded
very depressed and lonely. I’m sure she
would appreciate a call from old
friends. Her address is 1242 Main Av e . ,
Sacramento, Ca 95838. Phone 916-922-
5105. – Carolyn Blomgren

PHOTO QUIZ – WHO, WHERE & UNIT

Hint: The date is March 1966
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MOVING? 
Address and Email Changes

Please send change of postal or email addresses by
email to: Donna Martin, donnamrr@austin.rr.com.

Send snail mail changes to Bob Gould, The Recce Reader,
15918 Meadow Lane, Stanley, KS 66224.

RECCE ROSTER

The Recce Roster is available in hard copy by mail 
for $5 postpaid. It’s free by email in PDF, MS Word,

Excel or tab-delimited format. Send your requests to Bob
Gould, 15918 Meadow Lane, Stanley, KS 6 6 2 2 4 - 9 7 4 1 ;
rgould@earthlink.net. 

If you know where any of these lost
souls may be, please let Donna 

Martin or Bob Gould know. Their snail
mail and email addresses are listed on
p. 2. and below. Note that Donna has a
new email address. 

Thanks for your help. —Carlos

B e a rden, Bryan, Newport News, VA
Best, George & Helen
Boatright, Joanne, Safety Harbor, FL
Bowman, Bill & Geri, Lanesville, IN
B re w e r, Ray & Pat, San Antonio, TX
B u rgess, James & Anne, Bradenton, FL
Butlett, Kevin & Julie, Huntington Beach, CA
Byrnes, John & Kathleen, Bushkill, PA
Davis, Joy, Austin, TX
Devall, Ken, Germantown, TN
F u l l e r, Mike & Missy, Enid, OK
F u n k h o u s e r,  Ken & Chris, Fiarfax, VA
Gleason, Jerry & Ruth, Camarillo, CA
Hall, Craig & Lenda, Colorado Springs, CO
Hearle, Pete
Henderson, Dave (Warpup), Columbus, OH
H e r s e y, W. Clark, West Palm Beach, FL
Houdek, Chip, Spring Va l l e y, WI

Interbitzen, Frederick, Germany
K o s l o s k y, James, Charleroi, PA
MacDonald, Robert, San Diego, CA
M c C a r t y, Don & Judith, McKenzie, TN
M c C o t t e r, Fred & Becky, New Melle, MO
M c D e remott, Dave & Paula, Melbourne, FL
McKim, Ken, Moscow, ID
Mohrmann, Hank & Janie, Newport News, VA
Musterman, Jack & Barbara, Davidson, MD
N o rd g ren, Carl, Black Forest, CO
O c h o t o reno, Domingo
O’Connell, Charlie & Eileen, Niceville, FL
O’Neil, Thomas, New York, NY
O’Neil, Tobi, Portland, OR
Osterman, Tom, Liburn, GA
O x n e r, Steven, Huntington Beach, CA
Patterson, Bob & Patsy, Peachtree City, GA
Pennell, John & Joyce, Goldsboro, NC
P e r reira, T. J. & Cindy, APO, A E
Placke, Jim, Washington, DC
P o r t e r, James (Wayne) & Barbara, Austin, TX
Potkulski, Mike & Jackie, Carrollton, TX
P reston, Ron & Kathy, San Antonio, TX
R a y, Charles, Ames, IA
Reynolds, Jeri, El Paso, TX
R i z e r, Ken & Cherie, APO, A P

Roberts, J. R., Murfre e s b o ro, TN
R o m e ro, Jarrod, New Iberia, LA
Ruest, James
Rutledge, Bill & Mary Lou, APO, A P
Rutledge, John & Mary
Saltzman, John, Wheeler Army Airfield, HI
Smith, Adam & Erin, Park City, UT
Smith, Dave, Centerville, VA
Smith, James, Fort Washington, MD
S n o d d y, Sam, North Bend, WA
Sprouse, R&y & Lynette, Sumter, SC
Sturdivant, Rick
Tallman, Dick, Horatio, AR
Te n p e n n y, Tom & Lupita, Newport News, VA
Terry, Roy & Emma Jean, Midland, TX
Thomes, Jim, Kirkl&, WA
Thompson, Darrell, Sheppard AFB, TX
Tillman, Don & Diane, Lockhart, TX
Todd, Joan, Shalimar, FL
Wakeman, John, Cedar Creek, TX
Walton, Gary, Raton, NM
White, Gretchen, Goldsboro, NC
Williams, C. M., Shreveport, LA
Williams, John & Marg a ret, San Antonio, TX
Williams, Kent & Gayla, Tuscon, AZ
Wood, Ben & Sarah, Harvard, MA

Help Us Find these Recce Folk


