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Notes from Carlos

Greetings, Y’all. This is a new edition of the
newsletter about our RECCE community -
what’s going on with RECCE folks and anything else
relevant and interesting to some among you. But
remember — we are short on reporters, so we have to rely
on you to send in the news bits and pieces.

RECCE Reunion, New Hampshire

The RECCE Reunion this year will be in New
Hampshire. New England will be in all its glory, with the
fall foliage ablaze in color. If you plan to come to Recce
Reunion XXII this coming October 5 - 8, it’s time to make
your hotel reservations. Call (toll free) 877-489-3658 and let
them know you are with the RECCE Reunion Group. Our
room rate is $109 per night. (Our reunion hotel is in
Bedford, on the edge of Manchester.) Please promptly fill
out and mail the enclosed registration (p.9) if you have not
already done so.

Manchester’s airport offers very good service. It has more
than 128 commercial flights per day, including service by
Southwest, United, Continental, Northwest and US Air.

Tours will be offered to upper New Hampshire for the
fall colors and to the Maine coast. Charter buses from the
hotel directly to the ship will be available to take those
going on the cruise.These reunion events are flexible: You
can attend the reunion only, the reunion and the cruise, or
just the cruise.

Both the reunion and the cruise should be memorable
and fun-filled events. If you plan to attend, encourage
your RECCE friends to attend. And you can also
encourage other friends in general and relatives to join in
on the cruise. The more the merrier! About 60 RECCE
folks so far have signed up for the RECCE Cruise following
the reunion. If you want to be a part of the Cruise Group
it’s time to sign up.

Voodoo Reunion IX

The RF-101 Voodoo Reunion in Tucson the end of April
was another great success. It was attended by a little over
200 members of the Voodoo “family.” Tours of the local
attractions - included Tombstone and the PIMA Air
Museum, along with the huge flying-machine storage
facility commonly known as the “boneyard.” At pool-side
and in the hospitality room there were non-stop tales that
pilots love to tell and expand and tell again. An
outstanding golf outing at DM AFB was included.
Souvenirs included caps, visors, great Voodoo place mats,
pens, salsa and fresh grapefruit from Del Light’s back
yard. It was a lot of great fun for all. Many thanks to Don
and Mary Karges, Del and Patty Light, Hank and Harriett
Scherer, John and BJ Boyer and others for their efforts in
making this such a successful reunion.

Recce Reunion XXI

Folks continue to send in well-deserved compliments for
the outstanding job by Roger and Carolyn Wilkes in
hosting the RECCE Reunion in Salt Lake City. A
“SALUTE” to you two! Good job, all around, by you and
those in SLC who helped so much. —Carlos

Editor’s Thrust

y mind must have been boggled from too
many martinis when | agreed to edit The

Recce Reader. Carlos reasoned that | was the

logical person to do it because | knew how. So here | am

for a few issues until someone volunteers to take it over.

There’s no doubt that Carlos needs assistance. He’s in
charge of the Recce Association, treasurer, legal tactician
and the main force behind the next Recce Reunion.
Expecting him to continue writing and mailing the hard
copy of The Recce Reader was too much to ask. He’d also
like to see someone volunteer for the treasurer’s post.
Fortunately, Charlie Bukoski stepped forward to manage
the web page. If you haven’t visited it recently, you should
do so. It’s the quickest way to stay abreast of RECCE
news. You'll find it at www.tacrecce.org.

As Carlos stated in his column, you're the source of the
news, so you'’re input is encouraged, welcome and
appreciated. | could use a copy-reading editor; someone
who is more proficient in the English language than I am.
Anyone looking for a reading job? | appreciate the
excellent photography of the Voodoo Reunion contributed
by George Swagel.

The plan is to publish this rag four times a year with a
mix of activity reports, member status, a little history and
maybe a bit of humor. Contributions, letters, comments,
etc., may be sent to me or to Carlos. Our addresses are on
the masthead.

I’ve had a lot of input from Voodoo drivers so the
emphasis in this issue is on the Voodoo, as I’'m sure you’ve
noticed. | intend to feature a different RECCE plane in
each issue, but | need your help with stories, facts, photos
and memories. Don’t hold back; send them to me. —Bob

On display at the Pima Air & Space Museum are RF-84F 944
and RF-101C 214. The Pima Museum may well become the
repository of Tac Recce history.
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VVoodoo Reunion 2000

Tucson VVoodoo Reunion a Booming Success

It was hot and dry outdoors,
but cool and wet in hospitality

By Don Karges

ello out there in Voodoo land.
H I have been asked for a short

rundown of The Tucson gath-
ering so here goes:

We had 200 hearty souls attend.
Several tours were offered, most of
which were successful. On Friday,
there were 106 on the busses to the
“Boneyard” and the Pima Museum.
Very interesting. The Pima bunch is
doing a great job and has big plans.
The RF-101 is sitting outside but there
are plans to build a Vietnam-era
hangar and many of us are hopeful we
can get a corner of that building for the
Voodoo and perhaps a pictorial dis-
play of the Voodoo history.

We also have the Wings over Vietham
movie: Alone, Unarmed, and Unafraid
which could be edited to show only
the RF-101 and RF-4. It would then be
on a continuous video in the 101 dis-

Pete Swanson and Don Karges thank the attendees and the
reunion staff for creating another outstanding Voodoo Reunion.

play area which would be similar to
some of the current displays. It was a
5-hour tour and we only left one guy at
Pima when the busses returned to the
hotel. 1 won’t say who it was but he
was pissed! In this case, 1 percent
didn’t get the word.

Souvenirs included caps, visors,
place mats, pens, salsa and fresh
grapefruit from Del Light’s back yard.
Nothing was left so don’t ask unless
you want to pay for a special order and
postage.

Friday night — Mexican buffet with
‘Ritas and Fajitas plus a Mariachi
band.

Saturday night — Sitdown dinner
with two hours of classical guitar.
Excellent food, great music, and no
speakers.

Jerry Rogers left at midnight
Saturday for Paris. His last words to
me were, “We must keep this group
going. If no one else volunteers, | will

host it at Langley next year.” So
guess what, it will be in the
Hampton/Langley area in 2001
The dates are to be determined. |
don’t know how Carolyn feels about
the plan!

I believe we also have a volunteer for
2002, in the West, but | won’t name
him just yet. | will, however, hold his
feet to the fire in the months ahead.

Don’t know who won the golf tour-
ney — probably the usual sandbaggers.
One guy didn’t get the word on the
changed tee time. So, one missed bus
and one missed tee time wasn’t bad.
Several didn’t make breakfast and |
hope all got their refunds for that.

A special thanks to Bob Archibald,
Del Light, Jake Sorensen, Dick Corbett
and Len Lemaster for their efforts.

Remember:

Don't worry about the stick shaker —
Wait for the hom.

Plolos, Caom =+agel oo | sanoled

Jim Murphy extols the advantages of having the 2002 Voodoo
Reunion in Durango, Colo. to a questioning Carlos Higgins.
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Lost in Tombstone In Line (again) for food
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Voodoo Reunion 2000
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Sonja Reese, Alice Linscomb,Marj Gould and Jeanniene Bailes
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After the presentation at the Pima Air Museum Phil Harvel and Jack Langille
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F-4s — Part of the 900 in the “Boneyard”

Mission San Xavier Del Bac — White Dove of the Desert

George Wehling and Dave Hunter beside 214

FROM THE COVER — WHO THEY ARE

Some visitors to the White Dove Chapel were
entertained by a Mariachi band and dancers.

Gordon John Chuck Pete Del Bob

Palenius Stavast Lustig Swanson Light  Archibald
Audrey Audrey Mae Barbara Barbara Diane (Pomel)

Fields Corbett Swagel Beier Cresswell Perry Bob Beier has had a long day!
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RECCE REUNION XXII
BEDFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE - OOBER 5-8, 2000

AGENDA

(Some adjustments may be necessary)

Thursday October $h

Arrival and Registration at thé/ayfarer Inn.
Bedfod, New Hampshér.
1300 - 2300 Hospitality oom open.

Friday, October @3

0715 Hospitality mom for juice, coffee, etc.

0815 LP Tour # 1 Depats for White Mountains.
1800 Tour group eturns

1930 Dinner Buffet at the Ayfarer Inn (casual dess)

2045-2300 Hospitality Room Re-opens

Saturday October h

0715 Hospitality mom for juice, coffee, etc.

0830 LP Tour # 2 Depats for New Hampshér and
Maine coastal aza.

1500 Tour group eturns

1900 Dinner at the \@yfarer Inn

2030 2300 Hospitality Room Re-opens

Sunday October &

0700 Hospitality mom for juice, coffee, etc.

0700-0900 Breakfast Buffet and “good-byes”

0800 Cruise Bus depas for NYC (planned awal: 2 pm)

1100 Hospitality Room Closed

Make your hotel reservations with theayfarer Inn NOW.
Telephone (toll-freeB77 489 3658Reference the “RECCE Reunion Group.”
(We have a limited number of rooms at the discount rate of $109.)

Please fill out the Registration Form and include your check RECCE Reunion XXII)
to cover the various activities. Mail npw arrive by July 20.

Mail To: Carlos Higgins 10712 Fountainbleu Cicle Austin, TX 78750
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REGISTRATION for RECCE REUNION XXI|
BEDFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE - OOBER 5-8, 2000

Basic registration fee x1 $100 x2  $200
Includes Friday bdét, Sat. DinnerSunday breakfast, and hospitality room supplies.

Tour # 1, toWhite Mountains on Friday x1 $ 30 x2 $60
Aerial Tram up Cannon Mountain x1 $ 7 x2 $14

Tour chage covers the bus, guide and gratuity
Lunch will beon your ownin North Conway

Tour # 2, to NH and Maine Coasbn Sat. x1 $ 25 x2  $50
Tour chage covers the bus, guide and gratuity
Group lunch at the Lobster Barn x1 $ 20 x2 $40

(Lunch is lobster “in the rough” (or chicken) with all the fixens.)

If you dont want this, the bus will take you to a nearby place for lunch on your own.
Cruise BusFor those going on the cruise and taking the chartered bus to NYC.

Coach USAo NYC: x1 $ 30 x2 $60
Circle the appropriate amounts and add. Total $ Total $

Amount of your Check $

Name(s): Phone:

Address:

First name preference for name tags: and
Volunteer to help with: Registration ours Hospitality Room
Arriving (date) via car flying into Manchester

Cruise peopleWill you want bus transportation from Montreal back to Bedfovd? 2 N

Notes:

e Bus tours are d&red in connection with this reunion in order to see colorful New England in its peak
seasonThe tour on Friday will be a long one, but the bus is comfortable and has a restroom on board,
and we will have adequate rest stople lunch “on your own” will be in the midst of a variety of
restaurant facilities and shops in North Conwag will pick up a local guide in Lincoln, who will ride
with us and point out (and discuss) the various scenic pdihtere will be stops for a number of
“Kodak moments.” Our route around the “White Mounf&iail” is supposed to be both scenic and col
orful, but it is popularWe will not be the only “Leaf Peepers” there.

e The Saturday tour is a shorter one, to the beach area from Portsmouth and on up into Maine as far a
KennebunkportWe plan to have “step-on” guides aboard the buses to give us a little loca) #ador
then ofer lunch at a lobster bake, to get the real seafood flavor of theTaieas a full meal - includ
ing beer or wine - at a modest and all inclusive price of $20. Chicken may be substituted for the lobster
An option to “eat lunch on your own” will be availabléhere will be time during this tour to stop in a
seacoast village and meander among local shops.

e As usual, our hospitality room will be a focal point for renewing friendships, telling old stories and
imbibing a little in a variety of drinks and snacks.

e We will have a short business meeting during the Saturday evening dinner to discuss future reunions
and other relevant matters.
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Personal Notes

BJ Martin’s 36-year-old son, Jeff
Martin, took his own life on May 1. BJ
and Donna had been at the Voodoo
reunion in Tucson. On Monday, while
enroute home, BJ got a call on his
mobile phone from son Jeff wanting to
know when to expect BJ to get home.
When BJ and Donna arrived home, BJ
found a note. (It was a note from Jeff of

Taps

Ralph DeClairmont died the
morning of March 15, 2000. He suf-
fered a massive heart attack while
driving home from heart rehabilita-
tion. Ralph was 71. He retired from the
Air Force in 1973. His RECCE experi-
ence included both the RB-66 and the
RF-4C. He is survived by his wife,
Teddi, three children and three grand-
children. Teddi, who is battling
Parkinson’s disease, may be reached at
512-282-2100.

Chuck Scott died on March 13, 2000,
after an extended bout with cancer. He
was a WSO in the 15th TRS and the
12th TRS and later served in the 67th
TRW Command Post. He was
stationed at Kadena, Zweibrucken,
and Bergstrom. He is survived by his
wife, Scarlett. 11005 Needham Ct.,
Austin, TX 78739; phone 512-288-4265.

William C. Tunis 75, died February
20, 2000 of pneumonia and heart dis-
ease, in Virginia. Col. Tunis flew com-
bat missions in WWII and then in
Vietnam. His RECCE service included

affection for his father.) BJ read it and
handed it to Donna and while he went
out to look in the back yard. He found
Jeff, who had taken his own life.

Call BJ or Donna if you get a chance.
Their phone is 512-327-4648.

Chuck Hartman recovered just
enough and just in time from his recent

the RB-66 while he commanded the
19th TAC EW Squadron at Kadena. He
is survived by one son. His wife,
Theresa, died in 1993, and his other
son, Mark C. Tunis, died in 1981. He
was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery, Washington, DC.

Richard L. Davis died May 9, 2000.
He was born May 14, 1928. His career
included: Korea (100 Missions in F-86
Sabrejets), Alaska and Cuban Missile
Crisis (F-102). He survived ejection at
Mach 15 at 35000 ft in a F-104
Starfighter while stationed at Webb
AFB. He had 262 missions in RF-4s while
stationed in Saigon, Vietnam. He retired
in 1970 at Bergstrom AFB, TX. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 20 years, Joy Davis.
He was buried at Fort Sam Houston in
San Antonio on May 15th.

Jack Coghlan passed away Friday,
June 23rd. Jack retired Aug 1, 1970 (30
years plus). He had four boys, and two
grandchildren, both of them girls. He
was 75. Shortly before he died, he had
a friend send out this Email note: “Jack

Memories
of
Salt Lake

City

surgery to make it to the Voodoo
Reunion in Tucson. Did he push it just
alittle? Well . . ., the Voodoo Reunion is
pretty important stuff.

Recce notices: If you have a request
or bit of information you’d like pub-
lished in the next Recce Reader, send

it to me (address on p.2). —Bab

wants all of you to know that he is on
final approach (his words) and seems
to be very at ease with the world.”

This note was later sent out by his
son, Pat: “He is flying with the angels.
My brothers and | are grateful for the
love and friendship of all his old and
dearest friends. God bless you all, and
thank you. His passing was without
pain, and Mary was by his side.

John Pell died July 8th after a long
bout with a brain tumor. The Pells had
a small family ceremony, and John was
buried in Colorado. John retired in
1970 after 27 years in the AF. He was
75. They have one son and two grand-
children. Margaret lives in Colorado
and is planning to come to the RECCE
reunion in Durango.

Freddie Fitzgerald died Friday
April 21st. Cause of death was proba-
bly cancer. Fred was a long time Tech
Rep for McDonald Douglas on the RF-
101 and later on the F-4. He was well
liked and did a wonderful job. He
served at Laon and Homestead.

Two of your directors (Higgins and
Gould) take a break from the SLC
reunion to tour the nearby scenery.

One-O-Wonders at the SLC Recce Reunion assemble
at the Myli mansion for a group portrait.

10

The Recce Reader, Summer 2000




Recce Reunion XXI11

The RECCE Reunion next year, 2001,
will be in Durango, Colorado. A great
place to visit! Any questions or com-
ments you have on this proposal may
be directed to Roger Wilkes 801-546-
2258 or local hosts Jim Murphy and
Harrold Shipps (see p.2). BREAKING
NEWS: The dates have been set. The
reunion will be held Sun. through Wed.,
Oct. 7 - 9 at the Double Tree Hotel.

Voodoo Reunion X

Voodoo Reunion X will be held next
year near Langley, Virginia. We’ve just
received breaking news from Jerry and
Carolyn Rodgers that dates are
reserved at the Radisson on the lovely
Hampton waterfront, downtown
Hampton, beginning Thursday, June
14, 2001 and ending on Sunday, June
17. They realize some may think these
dates are late. (They ask that you
remember we were in Reno on June 20,
1997 just after they had celebrated

Clicks & Flashes

Looking back to 1964, the Air Force
RF-4C Phantom, made especially for
reconnaissance, completed its first
flight. (Just 11 years before that, in
1953, the Douglas DC-7 airliner flew
for the first time. )

RECCE in Korea

You might want to check out
www.cottonpickers.org. It’s an interest-
ing site on Recce in Korea in the early
50’s, and features many photos, includ-
ing some from Capt. Cecil Rigsby and
from Jean Woodyard, both of TAROA.
Cheers from Bat Lang.

Unmanned RECCE Squadron

Roger E. Elstun requests your help on
behalf of the 15th Recon. Sg. at Indian
Springs Air Force Auxiliary Field,
Nevada. “l work as a contractor in the
Unmanned Air Vehicles Division sup-
porting the two RQ-1, Predator, UAV
squadrons. | was a member of the
15TRS from 1980 to 1983. The 15th was
reactivated as one of the two RQ-1
squadrons and has been operating for
about two years.

their 3rd wedding anniversary!)
Further details will be sent as they
become available.

A new email address has been set up
for the 2001 reunion communications:
RECCEVoodoo0l@aol.com. You can
also use JerRogers@aol.com to reach
Roger or Jerry.

34th Photo Recon Sq.

The Y2K version of the 34th Photo
Recon Squadron reunion will be held
at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in
Arlington, Vir., September 8, 9 and 10.
To make reservations call 1-800-228-
9290. For more information, contact:
34thprs@waltermitty.com.

17th Photo Recon Sq.

The 2000 Reunion is September 14-16
at the Seven Seas Hotel in San Diego,
California. Host is Burt Nelson.
For information, contact Burt or
John Rodolf at 918-747-6558 or
jrodolf@att.net.

“The current 15 RS commander, Lt
Col Brian Bergdahl, phone: 702-652-
0409, Email 15rs.cc@nellis.af.mil is
requesting help collecting photos,
patches, stories and other items from
the 15th’s proud history (WW I, WW I
in Europe, Korea, Vietnam, and more
recently in Bosnia and Kosovo) to use
in decorating the halls and offices or to
put in a display case in the new
squadron building that will be finished
later this year. Col Bergdahl will very
much appreciate any help you recce
folks can give to dress up this new
recce home with a little history from
our manned recce years. Thanks.”

New RECCE Reunion Group

George Boe sends greetings from
Columbus to tell us about a new recce
organization that is just getting ready
to fly. It will be for members of the 67th
Tac Recce Wg. The organizer is Joseph
L. Krakovsky at 18227 W. Valley Drive,
Wildwood, Illinois 60030; 847-223-2907
He isn’t on the internet at the present,
but hopes to be soon. His plans are to
hold a reunion sometime in 2001.

Ramstein Phantoms

The Ramstein reunion is Nov 2-5 in
Galveston, Texas. There is a nice cruise
associated with the reunion. For more
information call 281-338-8787 or email
josephknute@att.net.

Zwei Recce Reunion

This reunion is held every two years,
so the next one will be in 2001. When
information becomes available, you
can find it by contacting Dick
Hammaker, hammaker@erols.com or
Tom Kelly, tom.kelly@erols.com 703-
437-1096.

38th TRS Reunion

If you served in the 38th Tac Recon
Sq. during the period of 1952-1954
located at Neubieburg and at
Spangdahlem, Bill Shell is looking for
you. Areunion is planned for this sum-
mer at Pigeon Forge, Tenn. in the
Smoky Mountains. Contact Bill at
VOL-2@att.net.

George suggests maybe Joe and all
the other potential members of that
organization might want to check out
our RECCE Reunion Group, and per-
haps attend our reunions. By all
means, Joe, check us out.

RECCE Web Page

We’re trying to build a more perma-
nent RECCE Web Page. Visit it at http:
//www.tacrecce.org. Charlie Bukoski
is the architect and keeper of this page.
If you have some good photos or short
stories or current news items pertain-
ing to RECCE, the people, the aircraft
or the mission, send them in to Charlie
for possible selection to be “hung” on
our RECCE Page. Also, start checking
the page for news, etc. Your comments
and suggestions are welcome. We
envision a central source of informa-
tion for anything having to do with the
RECCE community. We’d like to have
a variety of *“chapters” in the WEB
book, for different aircraft and organi-
zations. Charlie is at 5084 Southshore
Dr. Polk City FL 33868-9560; 941-984-
4941; charlie@compzrs.com.
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RF-101C Losses in SEA

By Bob Archibald

urt Waltz, Don Karges and
Bmyself are attempting to make

an accurate list of RECCE
Voodoo losses in SEA. | know some of
you have been working on the prob-
lem and probably have data that could
fill in some of the blanks/unknowns. |
added my list to muddy the waters,
but I’'m sure as a group we could make

one list that would be 99.9% accurate.
We would appreciate any feed back as
to omissions/errors/questions, either
from your personal experiences or cor-
porate knowledge. You can contact me
at DRAGONFUEL@aol.com; 707-525-
9771 or Burt at RF101WALTZ@aol.com;
808-262-6138. See the list here and on
the next page.

Editor’s Note: The list printed here is
provided by Bob Archibald who will soon

RF-101C Losses In SEA

have it on the new RF-101 web page. Bob’s
intention is to have a hypertext link from
each mission number to another page with
a more complete write-up on each loss, per -
haps with photos or whatever he can get
together. Burt has furnished a neat page on
his shoot down to be added. Bob would like
a link for each combat loss.

By the time you read this, the VVoodoo web
site should be up and running at
www.101voodoo.org.

Loss # Aircraft # Model Pilot Unit Cause Area Status
Date Const. #
1 56-230 RF-101C-60MC Burt Waltz 15th TRS AAA Laos Rescued
21 Nov 64 250 18th TFW Air America Helo
2 56-075 RF-101C-65MC Scotty Morgan 45th TRS AAA NVN POW
5 Apr 65 300 39th AD
3 56-190 RF-101C-50MC Charlie Shelton 15th TRS AAA Laos KIA
29 Apr 65 186 18th TFW
4 56-045 RF-101C-60MC Robert Stubberfield 45th TRS Gunfire  NVN KIA
6 May 65 259 39th AD
5 56-040 RF-101C-60MC Marv Lindsey 20th TRS AAA NVN KIA
29 Jun 65 254 TDY@15th TRS 363rd TRW
6 56-079 RF-101C-60MC Ray Lowery 20th TRS Rudder NVN Recover Ubon
1 Jul 65 TDY @ 15th TRS 363rd TRW Lock Destroyed
7 56-067 RF-101C-65MC Jack Weatherby 45th TRS Gunfire NVN KIA
29 Jul 65 289 39th AD
8 56-186 RF-101C-45MC Fred Mellor 20th TRS AAA NVN KIA
13 Aug 65 174 TDY @ 15th TRS  363rd TRW
9 56-204 RF-101C-55MC George Hall 15th TRS Gunfire NVN POW
27 Sep 65 215 18th TFW
10 56-178 RF-101C-45MC Bob Pitt 15th TRS AAA NVN Crash Landing
5 Oct 65 158 18th TFW Da Nang
11 56-174 RF-101C-45MC Norm Huggins 20th TRS Gunfire NVN Rescued/HU 16
1 Nov 65 146 TDY@45th TRS 363rd TRW 33rd ARSq
12 56-084 RF-101C-65MC W.N. Grubb 20th TRS Gunfire  NVN POW
26 Jan 66 312 460th TRW Died in captivity
13 56-043 RF-101C-60MC Gordon Page 15th TRS SAM NVN KIA
7 Mar 66 257 18th TFW ? No trace
14 56-220 RF-101C-55MC Jerdy Wright 15th TRS SAM NVN KIA
7 Mar 66 239 18th TFW ? No trace
15 56-066 RF-101C-65MC Art Burer 45th TRS Gunfire NVN POW
21 Mar 66 287 39th AD
16 56-172 RF-101C-40MC Dan Doughty 45th TRS Gunfire  NVN POW
2 Apr 66 142 39th AD
17 56-090 RF-101C-70MC Al Brunstrom 20th TRW Gunfire NVN POW
22 Apr 66 321 460th TRW
18 56-218 RF-101C-55MC Al Runyan 20th TRS Gunfire  NVN POW
29 Apr 66 236 460th TRW
19 56-051 RF-101C-60MC James Young 20th TRW AAA NVN POW
6 Jul 66 267 460th TRW
20 56-226 RF-101C-60MC Dave Burroughs 20th TRS Gunfire NVN POW
31 Jul 66 246 460th TRW
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21 56-064 RF-101C-65MC Paul Curtis 20th TRS Ground NVN Rescued
7 Aug 66 460th TRW impact Jolly Green
22 56-056 RF-101C-60MC Blair Wrye 20th TRS AAA NVN KIA
12 Aug 66 274 460th TRW
23 56-175 RF-101C-45MC John Rogers 45th TRS Gunfire DMZ Rescue US Navy
3 Nov 66 150 460th TRW Destroyer
24 56-093 RF-101C-70MC Vince Connelly 20th TRS SAM NVN KIA
4 Nov 66 325 432nd TRW
25 56-165 RF-101C-40MC Art Warren 20th TRS Gunfire NVN KIA
5 DeC-66 125 432nd TRW
26 56-203 RF-101C-55MC Dennis Haney 45th TRS AAA NVN Rescue US Navy
8 Feb 67 213 460th TRW Destroyer
25 56-063 RF-101C-65MC Donald Miller 20th TRS Pitchup Thailand Rescued
15 Mar 67 432nd TRW
26 56-120 RF-101C-75MC Notley Maddox 20th TRS AAA NVN KIA
20 May 67 366 432nd TRW
27 56-085 RF-101C-65MC Bob Patterson 20th TRS SAM NVN Rescued
21 Jun 67 314 432nd TRW
28 56-207 RF-101C-55MC Charles Winston ~ 20th TRS SAM NVN KIA
1 Aug 67 220 432nd TRW
29 56-225 RF-101C-60MC Jack Bond 45th TRS midair  SVN “Rescued, hit”
9 Aug 67 460th TRW UH 1B final TSN
30 56-180 RF-101C-45MC Bob Bagley 20th TRS Mig 21 NVN POW
16 Sep 67 162 432nd TRW Atoll
31 56-181 RF-101C-45MC Bob Patterson 20th TRS MiG NVN Rescued
17 Sep 67 164 432nd TRW
32 56-212 RF-101C-55MC Nick Pishvanov 20th TRS Gunfire Laos Rescued
18 Oct 67 228 432nd TRW Jolly Green
33 56-182 RF-101C-45MC on ground 45th TRS VC SVN Destroyed
17 Jan 68 167 460th TRW Mortar TSN
34 56-163 RF-101C-40MC Art Beckstrom 45th TRS AAA NVN Recover Da Nang
9 Mar 68 460th TRW Scrapped
35 56-215 RF-101C-55MC Miles Harlow 45th TRS AAA NVN Rescued
7 Aug 68 233 460th TRW RP 1
Other Losses Operational? Or Combat?
1 56-047 RF-101C-60MC Tom O'Meara 15th TRS Gunfire Laos Recovered
14 Aug 62 repaired 261 18th TFW Don Muang
2 56-222 RF-101C-60MC ? 15th TRS ? ? Crash land
10 Aug 65 18th TFW Udorn scrapped
3 56-086 RF-101C-65MC ? 20th TRS ? ? “Udorn, tail to”
13 Apr 66 460th TRW #081 (SAM strike)
4 56-201 RF-101C-55MC Honnicott ? 20th TRS ? ? “Udorn, pitchup”
26 Jul 66 460th TRW landing
5 56-096 RF-101C-70MC Jim Ketchum 45th TRS Eng Fail SVN Rescued
7 Jul 67 329 460th TRW AAA?
6 56-049 RF-101C-60MC ? 45TH trs ? ? Rescue after
26 Julor 8 Aug 67 460th TRW t/o @ TSN
\ WANTED !

Avolunteer in our RECCE community to maintain
the RECCE Roster. If you have Email and some
ability to manipulate a database, and have the
time and inclination to help out with this chore,
please contact Carlos Higgins at
CarlosTX@att.net.group. — Carlos Higgins
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Remembering Independence Day

Author Unknown

ave you ever wondered what
H happened to the 56 men who

signed the Declaration of
Independence?

Five signers were captured by the
British as traitors, and

possessions were taken from him, and
poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the proper-
ties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton,
Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and
Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas

his wife, and she died within a few
months. John Hart was driven from his
wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their
13 children fled for their lives. His
fields and his gristmill were laid to
waste. For more than a year he lived in
forests and caves, returning home to

find his wife dead and

they were tortured

before they died.
Twelve signers had

their homes ransacked

and burned.
Two lost their sons
serving in the

Revolutionary Army;
the British captured
two sons of another.
Nine of the 56 fought
and died from wounds
or hardships of the
Revolutionary War.
They signed and
they pledged their
lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred
honor. What kind of
men were they?
Twenty-four  were
lawyers and jurists.

Eleven were mer-
chants, nine were
farmers and large
plantation  owners,

men of means, well
educated. But they
signed the Declaration

his children vanished.
A few weeks later he
died from exhaustion
and a broken heart.
Norris and Livingston
suffered similar fates.
Such were the stories
and sacrifices of the
American Revolution.
These were not wild-
eyed, rabble-rousing
ruffians. They were
soft-spoken men of
means and education.
They had security, but
they valued liberty
more. Standing tall,
straight, and unwaver-
ing, they pledged: “For
the support of this dec-
laration, with firm re-
liance on the protection
of the divine provi-
dence, we mutually
pledge to each other,
our lives, our fortunes,
and our sacred honor.”
They gave you and me
a free and independent

of Independence
knowing full well that
the penalty would be
a cruel death if they
were captured.

Carter Braxton of
Virginia, a wealthy
planter and trader,

This image of the Declaration is taken from the engraving made by
printer William J. Stone in 1823 and is the most frequently reproduced
version of the document. The original Declaration, now exhibited in the
Rotunda of the National Archives Building in Washington, DC, has
faded badly — largely because of poor preservation techniques during the
19th century. Today, this priceless document is maintained under the
most exacting archival conditions possible.

America. The history
books never told you a
lot about what hap-
pened in the
Revolutionary War. We
didn’t fight just the
British. We were British
subjects at that time and

saw his ships swept
from the seas by the British Navy. He
sold his home and properties to pay
his debts, and died in rags.

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by
the British that he was forced to move
his family almost constantly. He
served in the Congress without pay,
and his family was kept in hiding. His

Nelson Jr., noted that the British
General Cornwallis had taken over the
Nelson home for his headquarters. He
quietly urged General George
Washington to open fire. The home was
destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had his home and
properties destroyed. The enemy jailed

we fought our own
national government!

Some of us take these liberties so
much for granted, but we shouldn’t.
So, take a few minutes while enjoying
your 4th of July holidays and silently
thank these patriots. I1t’s not much to
ask for the price they paid.

Freedom is never free!
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Early Recce Safety Tips

Courtesy The Daedalian Foundation

he following safety tips are
I excerpts from a Royal Flying
Corps monthly safety report.
The report was signed C. St. John-
Culbertson, Royal Flying Corps, Colonel,
and was dated 21 December 1917.
INTRODUCTION
Another good month. In all, a total of
35 accidents were reported, only six of
which were avoidable. These repre-
sented a marked improvement over
the month of November during which
84 accidents occurred, of which 23
were avoidable. This improvement, no
doubt, is the result of experienced
pilots with over 100 hours in the air
forming the backbone of all the units.
RESUME OF ACCIDENTS
Avoidable accidents
1. Avoidable accidents this last month.

a. The pilot of a Shorthorn, with
over 7 hours of experience, seriously
damaged the undercarriage on land-
ing. He had failed to land at as fast a
speed as possible as recommended in
the Aviation Pocket Handbook.

b. A B.E. 2 stalled and crashed dur-
ing an artillery exercise. The pilot had
been struck on the head by the
semaphore of his observer who was
signaling to the gunners.

c. Another pilot in a B.E. 2 failed to
get airborne. By an error of judgement,
he was attempting to fly at mid-day
instead of at the recommended best lift
periods, which are just after dawn and
just before sunset.

d. ALonghom pilot lost control and
crashed ina bog near Chipping-Sedbury:.
Anerror of skill on the part of the pilotin
not being able to control a machine with
a wide speed band of 10 MPH between
top speed and stalling speed.

e. While low flying in a Shorthorn
the pilot crashed into the top deck of a
horse drawn bus near Stonehenge.

f. A B.E. 2 pilot was seen to be
attempting a banked turn at a constant
height before he crashed. A grave error
by an experienced pilot.

2. There were 29 unavoidable
accidents from which the following
are selected:

he B.E. 2 (the B.E.

stood for Bleriot
Experimental) was a
good aircraft in 1914;
in 1915 it was outdat-
ed. There were 3,535
built. The B.E. 2c was
intended for recon-
naissance and miscel-
laneous duties, as in 1914, there
were no precise ideas about what a
military aircraft should be or do. The
first thing the designers did was to
make the B.E. series steady and
stable for reconnaissance purposes.
Only then came concerns about per-
formance, maintenance and aerial
handling.

The sluggish manoueverability of
the B.E.s quickly became apparent
as the German planes flew rings
around them, and, in 1915 shot them
down with synchronized, forward
firing machine guns.

The B.E. 2c was powered by a 90

Royal Aircraft Factory B.E. 2

hp RAF la motor and a four-bladed
propeller giving it a maximum speed
of 116 mph at 1,980m and taking 45
minutes to reach 3,000 metres.

Technical Data

Wing Span: 11.23m
Length: 8.30m
Height: 3.45m

Wing Area: 36.79m2
Empty Weight: 621kg
Max.Weight: 972kg
Speed: 116km/h
Ceiling: 3050m
Range: 3.25hrs
Armament: 2 mg 7.7mm

a. The top wing of a Camel fell off
due to fatigue failure of the flying
wires. A successful emergency landing
was carried out.

b. Sixteen B.E. 2s and 9 Shorthorns
had complete engine failures. Amarked
improvement over November’s fatigue.

c. Pigeons destroyed a Camel and
2 Longhorns after mid-air strikes.
COST OF ACCIDENTS

Accidents during the last three
months of 1917 cost 317 pounds, 10
shillings sixpence, money down the
drain and sufficient to buy new gaiters
and spurs for each and every pilot
observer in the Service.

ACCIDENT BRIEFS

No. 1 Brief No. 912 Squadron 3
December 1917 Aircraft type B.E. 2C,
No. XY 678, Total solo — 4.20 Pilot Lt.
J. Smyth-Worthington, Solo in type —
1.10 The pilot of this flying machine
attempted to maintain his altitude in a
turn at 2,500 feet. This resulted in the
aeroplane entering an unprecedented
maneuver, entailing a considerable
loss of height. Even with full power

applied and the control column fully
back, the pilot was unable to regain
control. However, upon climbing from
the cockpit onto the lower mainplane,
the pilot managed to correct the
machines altitude, and by skillful
manipulation of the flying wires
successfully side-slipped into a
nearby meadow.

Remarks: Although, through inexpe-
rience, this pilot allowed his
aeroplane to enter an unusual attitude,
his resourcefulness in eventually land-
ing without damage has earned him a
unit citation.

R.EC. Lundsford-Magnus is investi-
gating the strange behaviour of
this aircraft.

No. 2 Brief No. 847 Squadron 19
December 1917 Aircraft type Spotter
Balloon J17983, Total solo 107.00 Pilot

Capt. ***  Solo in type 32.10 Captain
*** of the Hussars, a balloon observer,
unfortunately allowed the spike of his
full-dress helmet to impinge against
theenvelope of his balloon. There was a

Con’t. on back page
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violent explosion and the balloon
carried out a series of fantastic and
uncontrollable maneuvers, while rapid-
ly emptying itself of gas. T he pilot was
thrown clear and escaped injury as he
was lucky enough to land on his head.

Remarks: This pilot was flying in full-
dress uniform because he was the
Officer of the Day. In consequence it
has been recommended that pilots will
not fly during periods of duty as
Officer of the Day. Captain * * * has
requested an exchange posting to the
Patroville Alps, a well known mule
unit of the Basques.

No. 3 Brief Summary of No. 43 Brief
dated October 1917 Major W. de
Kitkag-Watney’s Nieuport Scout was
extensively damaged when it failed to
become airborne. The original Court of
Inquiry found that the primary cause
of the accident was carelessness and
poor airmanship on the part of a very
experienced pilot.

The Commandant General, however,
not being wholly convinced that Major
de Kitkag-Watney could be guilty of so
culpable a mistake ordered that the
Court should be reconvened. After
extensive inquiries and lengthy discus-
sions with the Meteorological Officer

and Astronomer Royal, the Court
came to the conclusion that the pilot
unfortunately was authorized to fly his
aircraft on a day when there was
absolutely no lift in the air and could
not be held responsible for the accident.

The Court wishes to take this oppor-
tunity to extend its congratulations
to Major de Kitkag-Watney on his
reprieve and also on his engagement to
the Commandant General’s daughter,
which was announced shortly before
the accident.

FLYING SAFETY TIPS

Horizontal turns. To take a turn the
pilot should always remember to sit
upright, otherwise he will increase the
banking of the aeroplane. He should
NEVER lean over.

Crash precautions: Every pilot
should understand the serious conse-
quences of trying to turn with the
engine off. It is much safer to crash
into a house when going forward than
to sideslip or stall a machine with
engine troubles.

Passengers should always use safety
belts, as the pilot may start stunting
without warning. Never release the
belt while in the air, or when nosed
down to land.

Engine noises: Upon the detection of

a knock, grind, rattle or squeak, the
engine should be at once stopped.
Knocking or grinding accompanied by
a squeak indicates binding and a lack
of lubricant.

WATCH THAT FIRST STEP

The First Marine Air Wing had this
write up in their Safety publication
Wwing Tips.

It was conceded by all that the pilot
had accomplished a brilliant piece of
work in landing his disabled machine
without damage under the circum-
stances. It is not with intent to reflect
less credit upon his airmanship, but it
must be noted that he is a well experi-
enced aviator with over 40 total hours
in the air, embracing a wide variety of
machines, and this was his seventh
forced landing due to complete failure
of the engine. It was doubly unfortu-
nate that upon alighting from his
machine he missed the catwalk on the
lower airfoil and plunged both legs
through the fabric, straddling a rib,
from which he received a grievous per-
sonal injury. Some thought should be
devoted to a means of identifying
wing-traversing catwalks to assist
aviators in disembarking from their
various machines.
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