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The original RF-86 was literally created by the pilots and
maintenance personnel of the 15 TRS Cottonpickers from a dis-
carded F-86 scrounged from the 4th FIS on the opposite side of
the runway. Most of the experts at FEAF and up the line said it
couldn’t be done, but the Cottonpickers proved them wrong.

After many versions were made, modified and proved
successful, Mitsubishi, the Japanese aircraft company locat-
ed at Nagoya, was given the job of converting F-86Fs into 

RF-86Fs similar to the one shown here at the USAF Museum.
Now, more than 50 years later, 24-492 has been restored,

polished to a high luster and is on display for all to see. The
fact that the museum curators found and restored this aircraft
is a marvel in itself. No one was more appreciative of their
efforts than the pilots who flew the RF-86 and were fortunate
enough to journey to Dayton to participate in the Museum’s
Roll-Out ceremonies. Continued on page 8

March 16 and 17, 2005 is a date to be remembered by a gathering
of 32 RF-86 pilots, associates and other interested personnel. These pilots, most of whom are 
Korean War veterans, are part of the select few who were privileged to fly this rare bird. 
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About the Cover

Prior to the dinner at the Air Force Museum at the 
RF-86 Rollout Reunion, there were two group photos

taken. One was the traditional panoramic view taken by
the old World War I style camera. The one shown on the
cover, was taken by a Museum photographer with a
modern digital camera. 

Because of money earned from a temporary part-time
job, your editor was able to satisfy a craving for a new
digital camera – a Canon D20 – the results of which can
be seen on pages 8-10. With the assistance of Bob
Archibald, and using Canon stitching technology, I was
able to capture the same lineup as was done by the
panoramic camera but with somewhat less formality. If
anyone is interested in getting color copies of any of
these photos, arrangements can be made. Just let me
know your desires. —Bob Gould

USAF RB-69A



Editor’s Thrust

The Recce Reader, Fall 2004 3 

This issue is not on time and I guess all I can
do is apologize. It seems that my schedule

gets busier all the time. Do I have excuses – of course –
but I’m not going to enumerate them. I will say that I’ve
had fun at two reunions: The RF-86F Rollout Reunion
(coverage in this issue) and the Voodoo Reunion, for
which I was a cohost (coverage in the next issue). All this
stuff takes time. 

A thunderstorm shut down my computers for awhile,
but at least the Recce Reader producing Macintosh is up and
running. I promised you four issues of the Recce Reader each

year and you will receive them, if not on a timely basis. 
Many thanks to all of you who responded with the

short stories. They were a big help for this issue. If you
have more, or if these that are printed give you some fresh
ideas, feed them to me. 

I’m not going to drag this on – maybe I’m running out
of thrust – because there are other things to do. Maybe I
should get to work on the Summer issue.

Meanwhile, see if this picture evokes any memories. It
was sent in by Frank Meyer from his days in the 303rd TRS,
Sembach AB, Germany in 1954. —Bob

RECCE READER SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL
To check your subscription status check the EXP DATE above your name on the address label on

the back page. If it reads 12/31/2004, you need to renew. If you do not renew, this is your last

issue. To continue your subscription, clip the form or send the information listed here along

with $10 to: Donna Martin, 3010 Honey Tree Lane, Austin, TX 78746.

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:_________________________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________

Six pilots of the 303rd TRS enjoy a sunny day at Sembach Air Base, Germany, in 1954
(L-R) Capt. Richard Cude, 2nd Lt. Ray Dose, 1st Lt. Frank Meyer, Capt. J.O.”Jocko” Crowell, 

Capt. Dick Stearns and 1st Lt. Jim Marshall. 
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Recce Chronicles – “History is a set of lies agreed upon” – Napoleon Bonaparte

Short Snorters
By Cecil Rigsby

Last year, I received some mail from
Craig Parker, grandson of Ted 
Stellmacher and from Craig’s mother,
Teddy (Stellmacher) Pitman. They
sent me a copy of the picture of Ted
Stellmacher’s wedding in which I
served as best man. He also sent me
scans of the “Short Snorters” that
have my signatures. Here is the story
behind the story:

In Nov 1942 I went overseas to
the 8th Photo Squadron sta-

tioned at Port Moresby, New
Guinea. I flew 91 combat missions
in the F-4, F-5 and P-38H (5th AF
gave us five P-38 fighters to escort
our photo aircraft). I departed
Port Moresby in April 1944 in a 
C-54 for the States. 

It took about three days to get
to San Francisco. On this trip I
met Captain Ted Stellmacher who
flew his combat tour in the 90th
Bomb Squadron. I’m not sure of
the airplane but I believe the 90th
was equipped with the A-20. 

Ted and I became friends on
the trip when we discovered that
we were both from Dallas, Texas
and we were heading there for
three weeks leave. Near the end
of the trip Ted told me that he was
going to be married while on
leave. He also asked me if I would
be his best man. I told him that I
would be glad to and we

exchanged addresses and tele-
phone numbers. In one of the
Officers Clubs we visited on our
trip to San Francisco we
exchanged signatures on each
other’s Short Snorter.

I’m not sure how Ted traveled
to Dallas after we arrived in San
Francisco but I traveled by train.
In Dallas we made contact and
Ted and Peggy included me in
prewedding activities. I remem-
ber a big affair they had for the
couple in the Baker Hotel (second
best in Dallas at the time). They
were married in the bride’s home
near White Rock Lake probably
the first part of May 1944. I don’t
remember the name of the brides-
maid and Peggy never mentioned
it in correspondence. She and I
went out after the wedding to a
night club in Dallas for dancing.

When my leave was up I 
traveled to Miami Beach to a
Redistribution Station. I was there
about 12 days before being sent to
Will Rogers Air Field, Oklahoma
City. Ted and Peggy were also at
Miami Beach at the same time but
in a different hotel. (During WWII
the Air Corps took over all the
luxury hotels at Miami Beach.)
We had dinner together once and
lunch one time. 

Ted was assigned to the Ferry 
Con’t. on next page

Cecil Rigsby’s signature is circled on the back of this
two-dollar bill. 

SHORT SNORTERS — One or more bills of currency (usually starting with an American dollar bill) signed by two or more
persons and dated. The Short Snorter usually inferred that the owner had crossed the Equator, but not necessarily so. It
was loosely understood that if an air crew member offered to exchange signatures, and the other could not produce a Short
Snorter, then he had to buy the drinks at the nearest bar. Short Snorters were a great way to get acquainted. As different
kinds of currency were acquired in one’s travels, it was not unusual for two members of the great flying fraternity to swap
examples, whereupon the new bills would be glued to the end of an ever-growing Short Snorter.

A
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of a
lengthy
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