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Cover Photo: These planes were the backbone of Tactical Air
Command’s combat capability in the late ‘50s. This photo was
used to demonstrate the ability of TAC to deploy RF-101, RB-66
and F-100 aircraft anywhere in the world using KB-50 tankers.
C-130s moved people and cargo. We believe this photo was taken
in the vicinity of North Field, S.C., by a 17th TRS RF-101.

on Sunday. In fairness, I should show Murf and Tony your
email (with colorful attachment), since we are supposed to
share pertinent communications from you troops in the 
hinterland. Nevertheless, if I let them see the email with the
p i c t u red truck load of ‘new registrants,’ they won’t be fit to
work until they have exhausted their supply of mirth genes.

Despite several cancellations, I still have 130 regis-
trants. As for the body count overall, the total will be 239.
Looking forward to seeing you. I hope that some of you
will drop by the nursing home to pass the time of day
with me on or after October 11. I was a youngster of 78
when I began working on this reunion; I am now 97, and
my children all think it best to have me lodge at the Four
Corners Health Center until I regain my youth after a year
or so of therapy.  Regards, Harrold.”

What a great guy to work with. In spite of all the pres-
sure, Harrold never lost his sense of humor. —Bob

Editor’s Notes, con’t. from p. 3

MOVING? 
Address and Email Changes

Please send change of postal or email addresses by
email to: Donna Martin, d o n n a m r r @ a u s t i n . r r. c o m.

Send snail mail changes to Bob Gould, The Recce Reader,
15918 Meadow Lane, Stanley, KS 66224.



Notes from Austin ’

After many delays, another issue of The Recce
Reader goes to press. Promises of periodic

issues means nothing when personal and family programs
take priority. My excuse is that I had a large remodeling
project in progress – sunroom addition and total kitchen
remodeling. All this took just about one year. A last-
minute deck-building project didn’t help. Of course, all
this had to be completed before our big celebration. Marj
and I have managed to stay together for 50 years. 

As you can see, the input from our Recce Association
members is increasing. That is good. I actually have some
stories in reserve. That doesn’t mean you should stop 
writing. Keep them coming. 

I’ve been told that I should write my memoirs. They
don’t have to be published, but “your children” should
know what you did. This was reinforced by the email from
Candace Thom (p. 13). Write about your military life now
so it’s not forgotten. You may not want it published in The
Recce Reader, but your kids will love you for preserving it. 

A bit of humor that happened just prior to Recce
Reunion XXIII involved Harrold Shipps (shown below
receiving a special award from Carlos Higgins.) 

Harrold was very concerned that the Recce Reunion
would be over subscribed. Just for fun, I sent him an email
showing a truck load of new registrants. I told him they
didn’t need a hotel – a
tent would be okay,
but food would be
required. Here is a
part of his response: 

“Your message
delayed progress on
important paper work
being performed by
Roberta and me for at
least twelve minutes while we sat back and chuckled. This
causes me a measure of concern just now because Jim
Murphy & Marge, as well as Tony Reyna & Donna, are
scheduled to come to my house today to begin getting the
Tac Recce Reunion monogrammed cloth bags filled with
goodies to present to each person at the registration desk

Con’t. on p. 2

Wow! Interesting to look through the RF-4 loss
c h ronology compiled by Robey Price. I did-

n’t realize we lost so many. Anyone know the totals for F-4s?
A p p a rently the RF-4 was not a good bird for people named
Wright or Clark. I count four of each name on the list. A l s o ,
the crew of Sloan and Guise made two more takeoffs than
landings during their tour. But then, take a look at jumping
J e ff Stuermer. Poor guy! Abrand new 2nd Lt and they put
him up with a Captain. Battle damage, so they eject. A f e w
days later, they put him up with an old hand, a Lt Col. What
happens? Battle damage, and they eject.

This caught my attention, so I searched for Jeff on the NET
to hear his story. After a few phone calls, I found him in
Duluth. He went direct from Nav school to RF-4 upgrade
training at Shaw, then to SEA. He flew eight missions before
his first ejection and they let ‘em go back home after that sec-
ond ejection (Sounds fair to me!).

The first ejection was on July 10, 1971, along Route 1 in
Northern Cambodia. They took a hit in the right wing bleed
air duct. Jeff remembers many warning lights and systems
f a i l u res such as utility and PC2, engine fire, low fuel, wing
fold, etc. They did make it back to Saigon where the SOF in
mobile said they had a hole in the right wing he could see
t h rough, only the nose wheel was down, and only the center-
line tank remained. And, oh yeah, they were on fire. They
ejected about 15 miles from base and the base Pedro picked
‘em up. Ten days later, Jeff was in Cambodia once more, over
the Seven Sisters area. The airplane pitched up violently and
went out of control. There was not enough altitude to re c o v e r
f rom the fully developed spin, so they ejected. They were
shot at coming down in their chutes, then spent about an
hour and a half evading before the Army Huey picked ‘em
up - with two Cobras overh e a d .

After Vietnam Jeff was assigned to Berg s t rom in RF-4s. He
then served five years in F101s and RF-4s in the Duluth,
ANG followed by 12 years as an A FAliaison off i c e r.

Bravo and “cheers” to Jeff for sticking with us, after catch-
ing more than his fair share of excitement so early in his care er.

Recce Reunions. We had a mighty fine reunion in 
Durango and next, we expect to have a fine one in Seattle
this coming September. Look for the announcement (back
page) and, if you think you might attend, do re s p o n d .

We are already laying groundwork for a reunion in 
Dayton for next year – to help celebrate a century of flight.
We do expect it to be in September with lots to see and do.
We invite you reunion planners for various squadrons and
a i rcraft types to plan your reunions in conjunction with this
one. Let’s join together so all our members can see most of
their reunion friends without having to attend so many 
separate reunions in one year.  All in favor, say AYE, and let
your reunion planners know how you feel.

Delay of The Recce Reader. I confess. I’m partly to blame
for that. I’ve been reading up on Myasthenia Gravis with
great interest lately and trying to find a way to avoid the
usual treatment – prednisone.

Yeah, I never heard of it before either. —Carlos
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Air Force Pilot’s Reunion Brings Out 
Good Stories
By Lewis McCool
Technology Editor
The Durango Herald
Wednesday, October 17, 2001
Reprinted by permission

The feeling of patriotism was all
encompassing in the banquet
room at the DoubleTree Hotel on

the evening of Oct. 9. 
The room was packed with former

and re t i red Air Force pilots and their
wives. It was the 23rd Tac Recce
reunion. The veterans’ gathering had
been in the works for more than a year,
yet the timing – a month after the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks – brought them even
closer together, if that was possible. 

R e t i red Gen. Ron Fogleman, a
Durango resident and former A i r
F o rce chief of staff, was to be the
keynote speaker, but consulting duties
involving the war on terrorism kept
him in Washington. 

The attendees seemed a bit disap-
pointed but kept the evening alive
with tales of adventures in World War
II, Korea, Vietnam and even during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. 

Tac Recce is military terminology
for tactical reconnaissance, and these
pilots flew converted fighters such as
the RF-80, RF-86 Sabre, RF-100, RF-101
Voodoo and RF-4 Phantom. Several set
speed records in supersonic craft. A
few flew top-secret missions (declassi-
fied in 1996) over North Korea, China

and Siberia after the Korean Wa r.
Many flew missions during the Viet-
nam War. And one attendee, retired
Col. John Stavast, survived more than
five years as a prisoner of war, a “resi-
dent” of the “Hanoi Hilton.” 

Master of Ceremonies Carlos 
Higgins repeated a comment about
Col. Stavast that he found on the Inter-
net: “He now enjoys intensely the most
common experiences, as, for example,
getting up early and opening the door
‘just to see the darned thing open.’” 

The reunion, which attracted about
130 veterans plus about 90 wives and
guests, was organized by the group’s
local members Jim Murphy, To n y
Reyna and Harrold Shipps, a former
Durango councilman and mayor.

Reyna completed 100 missions over
North Vietnam flying out of Udorn,
Thailand in the RF-4. 

In 1959, then Capt. Murphy, who
later retired as a lieutenant colonel,
took part in Operation View Do, an
attempt at a world speed record. Two
Voodoos flew about 15 minutes apart
over California. Fuel transfer problems
kept Murphy out of the record books.
George Edwards and Ed Taylor set
records for 500-kilometer and 1,000-
kilometer courses. The records were
short lived, however. Soviet pilots
broke them about two weeks later.

As the Voodoos raced some 40,000
feet above the San Francisco Bay area,
sonic booms broke windows, cracked

plaster and set off sprinklers in a Navy
warehouse, Murphy said. As a result
of the unintended side effects, the Air
Force kept a rather low profile on the
operation. However, Edwards and
Murphy were saluted for their
achievement at the banquet.

Using RF-101s, Operation Sun Run
set three transcontinental speed
records two years prior to View Do.
Four of the pilots who took part in the
flights from Los Angeles to New York
and back were honored at the banquet:
Bob Sweet, Ray Schrecengost, Stan
Sebring and Bob Burkhart.

My wife and I were seated at a table
with Shipps and his wife, Roberta;
Sebring and his wife, Rebecca; Bob
Pomeroy, his wife, Carol, and their
niece and her husband. The discus-
sions were fascinating. 

Shipps was the only non-pilot in the
g roup. He was the adjutant in the
302nd Tac Recce Squadron in 1957
when it was deployed to Germany.
P o m e roy said, unequivocally, that
Shipps ran the unit: His organizational
skills were invaluable. Shipps modest-
ly deflected the compliment but
proved Pomeroy’s point as he pulled
out his pocketsize notebook to make a
few notes. 

“He’s never without that note
book,” Pomeroy said.

In addition to his service as a pilot,
later in his military career, Pomeroy
served as an aide to Gen. Alexander
Haig in Europe. 

“One thing about Haig,” Pomeroy
said, “when he was around there 
was never any doubt as to who was 
in charge.”

Of course, Haig also served as 
President Nixon’s chief of staff and
President Reagan’s secretary of state,
but that’s another story.

The Recce story is an amazing one,
filled with countless chapters. It was
my good fortune to hear a few.

Together we toasted the command-

Master of Ceremonies, Carlos Higgins (center), thanks the committee that
made this Recce Reunion possible: L to R, Hank & Harriet Scherer, Tony &
Donna Reyna, Marge & Jim Murphy and Roberta & Harrold Shipps.
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Another optional activity was a trip to Mesa Verde. Our
bus driver and guide were nice. The lunch in the woods was
outstanding partly because the food was good and we were
with a great group of folks. One the return trip, we had to
hang around at a gas station for an hour or so while a
search was conducted for one of our group (he shall remain
nameless) who had missed the bus and was lost.

One of the more
interesting optional
activities was the
trip to Silverton on
the Durango & 
Silverton Railroad.
The first day was
great. The second
day, the weather
was cold with rain
and snow. Those
who rode in the
open sight-seeing

cars were cold.The comfortable gang shown above
would not give up their seats. Our intrepid
golfers did tee off in the cold wind and rain this
day, but lasted only four holes. A little Colorado
hail, sleet and snow blew in and all these wusses
headed for the fireplace and bar.

er in chief, the nation’s warriors who
may be in harm’s way, valiant fire-
fighters and police and the victims of
S e p t . 11 and their  survivors. We
pledged allegiance to the flag and
sang “God Bless America.” 

On the Sunday night before the
banquet, a group of about 90 Voodoo
pilots and wives ate dinner at Francis-
co’s. Murphy said that a waitress got
their attention and then proceeded to
express her appreciation for their serv-
ice to the nation. 

The group was “very moved,” Mur-
phy said. “We were all weeping before
she stopped.” 

Attendees at the reunion took
advantage of the small-town setting to
walk and shop downtown, play golf
and ride the train. They toured Mesa
Verde, the Grand Motor Car Collection
and Fort Lewis’ Center of Southwest
Studies. They thoroughly enjoyed
Durango, its restaurants and friendly,
helpful people, Murphy said. “It was
the best reunion ever.
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Several groups had special dinner celebrations. This photographer
attended the Voodoo dinner at a local Mexican restaurant. A good time
was had by all. Only one member (your editor) of the 1998 Upper
Heyford Tour-of-Ireland group remembered to bring their trademark
hat. One of the waiters wanted to buy it, but it was not for sale.

Another dinner was
held at the local railroad
museum. There was too
much happening to take
many photos, but it was
obvious that some 
people had more fun
than others. 

The final banquet is
always fantastic, as
described by Lewis
McCool in the lead story.
Here’s a sampling of the
folks that attended. 

The bar in the hospitality room was kept
fully stocked thanks to Harriet & Hank
Scherer, posing here with Bob Gould.

Katherine Higgins, Roger (Lover Boy)
Brockhoff and Marj Gould.

Don Karges and John Stavast.

Above: Janie Laseter, Betty
McClain (daughter of Janie & Bill)
and Bill Laseter.

Right: Jim Murphy, Tony Renya
and Marge Murphy.

Left:
Donna Martin, Fran Brockhoff and
Marilyn Newman.

Fun at 
RECCE

Reunion XXIII
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Not So Long Ago

During the 52/53 winter, the weather at Shaw turned clinky in a big way and
we were able to do darn little training. You may recall that the 17th and 18th

Squadrons both had a die-hard commitment, say mandate, to graduate seven
trained RF-80 crews each month. Due to getting behind the power curve on the
training cycle and no favorable forecasts for improving weather, I sent Bert
Grigsby to Miami with four birds, instructors and students. After about a week
down there, the Shaw weather improved and they came home. 

I had a procedure of having squadron roll call at 0800 on the flight line in front
of squadron ops. At 0800 one morning, the four birds came into the pattern in
formation and landed to the north. We waited and waited for them to taxi down
to our ramp. They had stopped at the north end, got out of their flying suits, and
taxied down to the ramp and all got out at the same time in bathing suits. It was
cold as hell and they shivered a bit while we took pictures. — Ruff Gray

The RF-80 CCTS graduating class of 53A had a better military bearing than the ones
shown in the photo at top of page. Students, back row: 2nd Lts. Phillip H. Morrison,
Jerome T. Miller, Wm. D. McMurray, Wm. H. MacDonald, Marvin. E. Lantz, A.
Robert Gould and Joseph D. A. Kuchta. Front row, Major Ruffin Gray CO 18 TRS,
Col Robert R. Smith CO 363 TR Gp, Major Clyde East, CO 17 TRS. — Bob Gould

L to R: Bert Grigsby, John Healer, Bob Kilpatrick and Bob Williams.

From a 1953 FEAF flying 
safety magazine 

Here’s one which is a very fine
example of what we mean when

we say… Inspection… Good or Bad?
This concerns an RF-80. The pilot
looked the aircraft over and then
mounted up and taxied out for takeoff. 

After attaining a speed of about 80
knots, he was startled to find himself
blacked out as far  as his forward
vision was concerned. The camera
door on the topside of the nose section
had come unlatched and flipped up so
as to completely block the pi lot’s
vision of the runway in front of him.
The pilot waved his wingman on and
he then set about trying to get his air-
craft stopped before any damage
occurred. He was doomed to failure
on this matter, however, because about
that moment the 80’s gear entere d
some soft mud on the overrun (the
brakes had also failed) and the gear
sheared immediately.

No fire and no injuries. Investiga-
tion into the cause factors revolved
around the camera access door. It was
discovered that two bolts holding the
latch mechanism in place had sheared.
The maintenance man who had
replaced the latch a few days previous
to the accident stated that the proper
amount of torque was used when
installing it. The inspector who looked
the job over after it was completed
said that it all looked okay to him. He
did notice, however, a slight binding
of the door when trying to get it
latched, but was not too concerned
about it. He should have been because
it was determined that jamming the
door to get it closed and latched had
been the cause of the accident! The
amount of pressure it took to get the
camera door closed and latched was
sufficient to shear the bolts holding the
latch in place. 

E rgo!... one aircraft scragged!
Inspection... Good or Bad? 
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RECCE VOODOO X — May 30 – June 2, 2002
Radisson Hotel

700 Settlers Landing Road, Hampton, VA 23669
Tel: 757-727-9700 – www.radisson.com/hamptonva

Plan NOW for the Tenth Annual Reunion of our RF-101
group at this comfortable waterfront location in downtown
Hampton! The Radisson (covered parking) is adjacent to the
Virginia Air & Space Museum, within walking distance t o
excellent shopping, dining and banking facilities. Dis-
counts will be avai lable to Voodooers through select
retailers. If you plan to fly into Norfolk or Newport News
for this event, Radisson’s shuttle can assist you with

transportation to and from the Norfolk airport or New-
port News International.

Make your reservations for RECCE Voodoo X by calling
the telephone number above, or online. Call the hotel for
room reservations. Come EARLY, stay LONGER! The
Radisson will honor our special group rate for extra days.
There’s so much more to see and enjoy in this area than we
can possibly do in three days.

Registration begins on Thursday afternoon, May 30th,
at our Hospitality/Registration room adjacent to the pool
deck. You’ll be on your own that evening to get reacquaint-
ed with the Hampton area, or your squadron/unit may
wish to schedule your individual group’s evening.

A change in our usual sit-down dinner agenda – we’ll
kick off Friday evening’s sit-down dinner, May 31st, at
Langley AFB’s Officers’ Club. We look forward to having
General Hal Hornburg, Air Combat Command (ACC)
Commander, as our guest speaker for the evening. An out-
standing ensemble of the USAF Heritage of America Band
from Langley AFB will entertain in their usual outstanding,
spirited fashion!

On Saturday evening, June 1st, we’ll enjoy a delectable
Seafood Buffet on Radisson’s pool deck overlooking the
marina of the beautiful Hampton waterfront. (**Meals are
being planned to include heart healthy dishes. Please let us
know if you have special needs as to your individual diet**)

Sunday morning’s business meeting (June 2nd) with a
E u ropean buffet breakfast will be enjoyed outdoors at
Radisson’s Oyster Alley Restaurant facing the waterfro n t .
We hope you’ll make plans, especially if you don’t usually
include this time slot in your schedule, to stay over and
attend this important planning time for our group and the
last scheduled opportunity to enjoy the beautiful water-
f ront view.

Golf, Friday, May 31st, at the Kiln Creek Golf & Country
Club, Newport News, adjacent to the Williamsburg/New-
port News Int’l. Airport. The championship golf course is
modeled in keeping with the greatest links of Scotland. The
course has been rated as one of the four or five best golf
courses in Virginia by Tee-Time Magazine, designed by
world famous golf course architect, Tom Clark. 

Tours being offered are:
♠ Travel by coach to Colonial Williamsburg for a guided

tour of American history (lunch included.)
♠ Travel over the beautiful waters via Harborlink Ferry’s

M/V/Zephyr from the Radisson Hotel to the Nauticus
Docks, Norfolk, shuttle to the MacArthur Memorial &
Museum for a guided tour of a great part of our U.S. 
military and culture. Package includes lunch at Castildi’s
Italian restaurant at the new MacArthur Shopping Center
adjacent to the Memorial. Shuttle back to the docks for

M/V/Zephyr return trip to the Radisson.
♠ Yet another opportunity of travel over the Hampton

Road waterways via Harborlink Ferry’s M/V/Zephyr from
the Radisson Hotel to Norfolk’s beautiful downtown water-
front.

♠ Nauticus Docks. Tour Nauticus with Battleship USS
Wisconsin’s interactive exhibit, The National Maritime Cen-
ter and the main deck tour of the USS Wisconsin (berthed
adjacent to Nauticus.) Lunch at Nauticus. Afternoon – enjoy
a 2-hour naval base cruise (depart from the Nauticus Docks)
with an entertaining documentary aboard the Navy-
themed vessel, the Victory Rover. Sights to be viewed of air-
craft carriers, nuclear submarines and guided missile cruis-
ers. Return to the Radisson via the Harborlink ferry –
M/V/Zephyr.

♠ Within view of the Radisson, a group tour of the beau-
tiful Virginia Air & Space Museum, then lunch on your own
(restaurants within 1-2 blocks). Shuttle to NASA Langley
Research Center for tour in early afternoon.

♠ IF possible, guided tours of an aircraft carrier and sub-
marine in Norfolk, courtesy of the U.S. Navy.

Make YOUR plans and reservations to attend NOW if
you haven’t already done so. Memorial Day 2002 is the
Monday before our reunion begins on Friday, May 31st. You
may want to include this holiday in your Hampton travel
itinerary!

We ’ re looking forward to having you visit here in 
Hampton Roads!

For more details and a registration package, contact:

Jerry & Carolyn Rogers
P. O. Box 65225

Langley AFB, VA 23665-5225
757-851-0253 

CHECK WITH HOTEL FOR ROOM AVAILABILITY AND RATES

NOTE THESE CHANGES DUE TO 9/11
THE FERRY HAS SHUTDOWN. TRANSPORTATION WILL BE BY BUS.

TH E S P E A K E R F O R T H E LA N G L E Y D I N N E R W I L L B E

B / GE N ST E V E GO L D F E I N.
THERE ARE NO TOURS OF NASA , AIRCRAFT CARRIERS,

SUBMARINES, ETC.
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Clicks and Flashes
Frank Meyer - New Book

There is a new paperback by Warren
Thompson available through A m a-
zon.com at a reduced price of $13.96
rather then $19.95. The title is F-80
Shooting Star Units of the Korean War.
Chapter 5 regards the RF-80. There is
mentioned an article regarding a mis-
sion I flew and the encounter I had
with a MIG 15. Dick McNulty and I
were together on this mission photo-
graphing the comm line fro m
Pyongyang to Sinanju and if it weren’t
for Dick I would have had a different
life. Other RF-80 pilots contributed to
this book. I recall  at one Recce
Reunion, Carlos Higgins re m a r k i n g
that more articles should be about
Recce missions. Warren Thompson is a
historian and not out to get wealthy.

— Frank Meyer, Korea Jul 51 to Mar 52
<jmmcs@greencis.net>

Larry Garrison
Laughlin Dedication

Congratulations on the Summer
edition of the Reader. Best yet and I
always have enjoyed reading them. I
do not recall who told me of the dedi-
cation of the Ops Group Building at
Laughlin AFB in honor of Rudy
Anderson on October 26. At any rate,
as an ex-Laughlin Wing Commander, I
was invited to attend the dedication,
so and Evelyn and I made the trip. The
speaker was a retired BG named McIl-
voy who flew the U-2 from Laughlin at
the same time Rudy did. I was in the
same squadron with Rudy (15TRS) in
’54 and ’55. 

— Larry <lgar@flash.net>

Don Karges - Spirit of 9-11 Lapel Pin
The USAF will be painting a “Spirit

of 9-11” logo on the T-Birds and select-
ed aircraft in the wings. We have
ordered lapel pins of the same design
as shown here (it looks better in color)
for gifts at the Voodoo reunion. The
round portion of the pin is 7/8 in.
diameter and the sword is 1-1/4 in. We
will sell the balance and I expect many
will want extras for gifts, etc. 

The USAF web site and link to
image is www.af.mil/news/Dec2001/
n20011221_1832.shtml.

If you’re not going to the reunion, or
want to get ahead of the crowd, you
can order the pins by mail. The cost for
t h ree pins, including shipping in a
padded bag is $5. Send your request
with a check to Don Karges, 730 Golf
Crest Lane, Lakeway, TX 78734-4642. 

— Don <dkarges@swbell.net>

John Duquette 
from Air Force Magazine

An interesting article posted in Air
Force Magazine at the following URL:
h t t p : / / w w w. a f a . o rg / m a g a z i n e / J u n e 2
0 0 1 / 0 6 0 1 o v e r f l y.html. “...The first
recorded USAF overflight was flown
by then 1st Lt. Bryce Poe II. On May 10,
1949, Poe took his RF-80A, burdened
with special long-range tip tanks, on a
flight over the Kuril Islands in the
extreme Soviet Far East. Later he made
flights over the Soviet mainland,
including one on March 10, 1950, over
the closed Soviet city of Vladivostok.
After North Korea invaded South
Korea on June 25, 1950, Poe flew many
reconnaissance missions but avoided
penetrating Chinese airspace. He
would fly his RF-80A along the Yalu
River, banking to take oblique photos
across the border in Chinese territory.

However, Poe was soon tasked with
another mission that would take him
over the Soviet Union again. This was
“legal” now because the Soviet Union
was seen by Washington as an unan-
nounced “co-belligerent” in the Kore a n
Wa r. Flying out of Misawa AB, Japan,
Poe covered familiar territory in the
Kurils, Sakhalin and Vladivostok. Sovi-
et defenders tried to intercept him with
piston-engine aircraft, but they failed.

Poe continued his periodic flights
over the Soviet Union until he ro t a t e d
home in January 1951. Unlike his suc-

cessors in the overflight business, Poe
i n t e r p reted the developed photos and
personally briefed the theater com-
mander in chief, Gen. Douglas
M a c A r t h u r, and Far Eastern A i r
F o rces commander, Lt. Gen. Georg e
E. Stratemeyer. . . ”

— John<duke.duquette@cfu.net>

Col. Duane Lodrige
Recce info on the F-16 

Regarding the photo of the Recce 
F-16 in the last Recce Reader, the data is
correct except that only Richmond and
Selfridge possess pods or manning. It
seems to be dying on the vine due to
current world events, lack of funding
and capabi lities. Wait was for a
panoramic camera to be added to for-
w a rd looker and Datalink cape.
Haven’t heard the Recce word in our
unit for the past year as our new Liten-
ing pod follow on to Lantirn has been
our training emphasis. 

— Colonel Duane Lodrige
113OG/CC Andrews AFB, MD. 

<aviators@erols.com>

Air Force Museum Hangar 3
In response to an email that was being

c i rculated that inferred that the new
Hangar 3 at the AF Museum was going to
be dedicated to SAC, I received the follow -
ing response from Gen. Metcalf, Director
of the Museum: 

Robert, We have no “SAC” portion
of the museum and for that matter no
“TAC” area either. The museum is laid
out in chronological sequence. Our ini-
tial focus for the third building was the
Cold War, but that perpetuated the
mixed bag of history that exists now.
We have changed the flow of the
museum completely to avoid having
to move the B-36 and the B-52 [and] we
additionally gained a better break on
the chronologis layout of the aircraft.
The RF-86 is in the third building side-
by-side to the RF-84. You can safely
announce that TAC is protected in the
layout. The emphasis is on Cold War
not Commands.

— Charles D Metcalf
Maj Gen (Ret) USAF

Director



14 The Recce Reader, Spring 2002

Letters & Email
Richard L. Cathriner
Remembering Shaw

Bob, I bet Louis Picciano and I were
at Shaw Field at (or about) the same
time. I arrived at Shaw in early June of
1954, and departed for Spangdahlem
at the end of August of 1955. A b u n c h
of us from 54E were assigned to the
20th TRS, which got so big, it was
split into two squadrons, and the 29th
TRS was formed. Lt. Col. Haro l d
Cline was the CO of the 29th. Since he
came out of multi-engine recips, we
2/Lts checked him out in the T-33 and
RF-80. He re c i p rocated by checking us
out in the C-45! Mike Kolar re t u r n e d
f rom Spang and became the Ops Off i-
cer for the 29th. Laverne Griffin, Mike
Santangelo, Willy Moe, Bob Wi g h t ,
and Sam Dickens were in the 20th TRS
b e f o re the split, and I believe, after-
w a rds, too.

— Dick <rcat@airmail.net>

Tom Halfhill - Anyone from Itami?
In the last newsletter, Sam spoke

about RF-51s and RB-26s in Korea. I’d
like to know if any of my old squadron
f rom Itami base in 1946 are still
around. Thanks. 

— Tom <cthalfhill@inteliport.com>

Tom Laseter - My Parents
I am sending this to you, via my

parent’s computer. I am Tom Laseter,
eldest son of Bill and Janie Laseter. I do
their email twice a week and answer
their letters. My parents are doing as
well as can be expected at their ages of
84 and 80.

As you probably know, The Laon
Survivors Alumni Association is hav-
ing a Laon AB Reunion here in Irving,
Texas on June 13th-16th. Details have
been mailed out and it is posted on the
web site at www.LaonAFB.com under
announcements. 

When the information about the
reunion was passed on  to Georg e
Thom, his daughter, Candace, emailed
me to report his death, dating back to
July 12th, 2001. She is looking for any-
one who knew her father and can tell
her about his life in the Air Force,
including his time at Laon AB, France.
Her email address is cleathom-

@aol.com. My father, Bill, is going to
try and help her out with some infor-
mation. You can contact Bill through
Janie’s email <tootsie@wt.net. 

— Tom <tlaseter@wt.net>

Mugs Morgan - Snoopy Sighting
Just wanted to report a re c e n t

Snoopy Sighting here in San Antonio.
Snoopy and Aida Knutson were here
for a couple of weeks They parked at
the Fort Sam Army Travel Camp.
Snoopy and we were able to get
together and go out to dinner a couple
of times. They both look like the wan-
dering life is agreeing with them.

— Mugs <Mugs@aol.com>

Dan Waddle - Thanks
Robert, please print in the Reader

that I want to thank all those that gave
my son Comdr. Scott D. Waddle their
support by donating to his Legal
Defense Fund and the many, many,
many prayers that were offered over
these past few months. The Navy did
not want to do what they did to Scott.
It was a matter of keeping good rela-
tions with Japan. The Japanese Navy
augments our forces in the event of
hostilities with North Korea or China.
Those relationships have to be main-
tained. The Navy fined my son two
months pay and then waved it. Some
punishment, huh? Scott retired Sep-
tember 30 with full pay and benefits. I
am glad that I have so many good
friends out there. Regards 

— Dan Waddle Col. USAF (Ret)
<dan waddle@earthlink.net>

Steve Leuthold 
Looking for Jim Placke

Hello: I just read my first issue of
The Recce Reader, and realized again
how much my association with the
best folks on Earth meant to me. I’m
trying to find Jim Placke? My last
a d d ress for him is plackejj@earth-
link.net. Keep up the good work. 

— Steve
<phantomwso@yahoo.com>

Peter J. Haerle - Change My Name
Bob, after a great time at the Recce

Reunion in Durango, we re t u r n e d

home Thurs. night to find that I am
among the missing. The Spring 2002
edition of The Recce Reader was in the
accumulated mail. On the last page
Pete Hearle is listed as a lost soul. This
is probably me with the a and the e
reversed in  the last name. Please
scratch Pete Hearle from your list and
keep Pete Haerle among the alive and
well. Thanks! 

— Pete <Pierre@hcnews.com>
We’re glad it was this easy to find you. 

—BG

Col. Lew Epperson
WWII TAC Recce

I’m 80 and was in TAC Recce during
WWII. Enjoy reading your Reader. I
did do a lot of mapping after returning
to the USA in B-17s and B-29s. Note
my new new email address. 

— Lew <LOldepp@aol.com>

Don & Barbara Olkiewicz 
Fun at Durango

We had a wonderful time, scenery
was terrific and the train ride was a
huge success. This was our first
reunion” but let me assure you it will
not be the last. 

— Don & Barbara 
<majdjo@mindspring.com>

Gayle P. Johnson - Thanks
Thank you, Carlos and Bob, for

your outstanding work in keeping
TAC Recce and The Recce Reader
viable. It is greatly appreciated. 

— Gayle
<mjigayle@wilmington.net>

Art Durbeck - Long missions
Response to email about 44 hour B-

2 bombing mission: We still couldn’t
get up and stretch in the RF-101. I can
remember extended missions in a B-24
or B-17 flying from Port Morseby, New
Guinea, up toward Truk and back.
They were boring. Never did see any-
thing other than a hospital ship. 

— Art <RecceLady@aol.com>
This email was in response to an email sent
to all quoting a story in The KC Star about
the long missions flown by the B-2s to
Afganistan from Whiteman AFB, Mo.

— BG
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Dewey Ballard - Reminiscing
Bob, I enjoyed all the articles in the

Recce Reader, but the lead-off one real-
ly got to me as I served as Executive
Officer to both Jean Woodyard and
Clyde East until East went home and I
became CO of the squadron for a short
time before coming home. I had
already flown a tour in the 18th Fight-
er Bomber Group and was on my way
home at that time until Pop Polifka
had me “shanghaied” back for a tour
in the 67th Wing. He had been our
Wing Commander in Italy after Elliott
Roosevelt was transferred to England.
I’ll be sending you a story about my
last mission in WW II but it will come
by slow-mail as I’m a bit more speedy
on my old word processor.

In the leadoff article A rc h i b a l d
speaks of the nonstop transatlantic
record flight of Shilling and Ritchey
but he forgot to mention the third
member of that flight, Col. Al Schinz.
When the three F-84s started to refuel,
the drogue for Schinz would not feed
and he had to go into the water and
was picked up by the naval vessel on
station in the refueling area. Al was the
Commander of the 401st Fighter
Bomber Wing at England AFB when I
retired and he told the story of that
flight at almost every staff meeting.
Shilling was killed in an auto accident
a short while after reaching England. 

I’ll sign off now. It looks like the
wind has died down so I think I’ll go
out to OJC and take a look at my air-
plane. I have it up for sale but every
fellow who has been out to look at it
has been big and tall and not fighter
size at all. 

— Dewey <mfbdeb@aol.com>
When this email arrived I knew that OJC
(Johnson County Executive) was located
about five miles from my home, I found
Dewey in the roster and discovered that he
lives in Prairie Village, Kan., a mere 20
minutes away. We’ve since had a lunch
date and I had the opportunity to learn of
his exciting AF career. We’re looking for -
ward to more visits. —BG

George Swagel – Miscellany
Good morning, Robert. It is another

beautiful morning in Yuma, Arizona.

Mae and I are spending a couple of
weeks here before we head for San
Antonio. We are located only five miles
from the MCAS (formerly the old Air
Force Station where some of us came
down for rocketry back in the ADC
days.) We have been going over to Los
Algodones, Mexico (19 miles fro m
here) several times a week where Mae
is taking chelation therapy. I plan on
taking about five procedures myself. It
helps to clean out your arteries, lowers
the cholesterol and reduces arterioscle-
rosis or artery disease and improves
your health. Last year I had 20 treat-
ments and Mae had 21 when we were
in Texas. The cost was $85 per treat-
ment and the same in Mexico runs at
$50 each. Results for me was lowering
my blood pressure, reduced ringing in
my ears, improved my eye sight and
improved my energy on the racquet-
ball court. Mae feels great and her
energy is great also. Yes, the payments
are out of your own pocket. 

As of now Medicare or TFL does not
a p p rove these treatments. However,
A M A and the insurance companies
approve these very same treatments
for lead poison treatments. Hmm?

The B-2 article was very interesting.
Yes our 8, 10 and 12 hour flights were
long but the 44 hour flight in those
cramped quarters would be an experi-
ence. I can remember the 24-hour-plus
flights we made in the B-52 before
Vietnam and coming to Recce. I had
b reakfast a number of times south
bound over Alaska.

Here is some new news: A new

organization was created this past year
and we had our first reunion this April
2001, in Ft Walton Beach, Fl. The 59th
Fighter Squadron Association, Inc.
And I was elected the President (Com-
mander) for the next two years
t h rough to the next reunion. The
reunion will be held in Las Vegas,
April 23-27, 2003. The make up of
membership includes all officers and
enlisted personnel that were stationed
in the 59th Fighter Interc e p t o r
Squadron, ADC, Goose Bay, Labrador
during the periods from 1951 to 1969.
Aircraft flown were the F-94B, F-89D,
F-89H, F-89J, F-102 and the F-101B.
Invitation for joining is open to all
those that fall in this category that
were stationed at the “Goose” and flew
or maintained one of the airc r a f t .
Annual dues are $25 to help build up a
reserve for the next reunion. Forward
the following info with a $25 check to
my tre a s u re r, LTC Wil liam P
M c C a r t h y,14353 Choco Road, A p p l e
Valley, CA 92307; 760-242-2759; email
<WMcca10011@aol.com>. Send name,
nank, address, telephone, spouse’s
name, year(s) stationed at the Goose,
email address and your common use
first name.

If anyone wants to drop me a line by
snail mail my address is 227 Rainbow
Dr, #12724, Livingston, TX 77399. As
you know I actually don’t reside there
but that’s where we park because our
home rests on six rubber tires vs a con-
crete pad. Hope all is well. God Bless.
Fly the Flag with Pride. 

— George & Mae
<SWAGDF@aol.com>

Photo Quiz Results 
And the Winner is…George Howard

I believe the photo was taken at the
17th Sq. ops desk in Laon France, the
old 32nd side by that time, with Buddy
Fincher standing at the desk going to
or coming from a mission. I think it is
Bob Gage sitting to the left, probably
the desk guy. I don’t have a clue who
the guy to the right is, probably the
desk sergeant. 

Congrats for another super edition
of the Recce Reader. Yours and Carlos’
words on the events of 9/11 were right

I’LL TAKE IT FROM HERE
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on. I too have a son flying for Ameri-
can and had the same anxious
moments until I knew where he was
which took more time than I wanted.
He had landed in Seattle late the night
before and was sleeping through it all.
I also have a son TDY in Saudi for an
unknown length of time. It sure was
much easier being there and doing it
than being back here watching and
waiting for word from a sibling. That
aside, I know we’re all in good hands.

We’re sorry we couldn’t made it to
Durango as some family medical
events came up that we just needed to
be here for. All turned out fine. We
hope to see all in Virginia in the spring.
Thanks again for all your good work.

— George <glendude@ncia.net>

Robert Dorr – Nakajima Photo
At Yokota Air Base, Japan between

1945 and 1952, there was a most
unusual aircraft on display. For much
of that time, it was displayed in a traf-
fic circle in front of the 441st Air Police
Squadron. The plane was a Japanese
Ki-115 Tsurugi, a radial-engine aircraft
designed for suicide missions. It was
painted in Japanese markings except
for a brief period, circa February 1951,
when it was attired in bogus U.S.
national insignia. 

I am looking for anyone who might
be able to lend a photo or color slide of
this Ki-115 display aircraft. 

—Robert F. Dorr 
3411 Valewood Drive, Oakton, VA

22124; tel. 703-264-8950; fax 703-264-
1295 <robertdorr@aol.com> 

Tony Weissgarber
Pilots with Brains

At last year’s recce reunion in
Durango John Stavast stated, “A recce
pilot is a fighter pilot with brains.” To
support that statement, early in the
Vietnam war, 1964-1965 time period,
the fighter/bombers were not getting
to their targets because of poor naviga-
tion. Initially Recce pilots like George
Hall rode in the back seat of an F-100F
to guide the strike force. General
M o o re, from his headquarters in
Saigon, ordered F-105 strikes to be led
to the target by RF-101s. So, there is

veracity to the statement: “A re c c e
pilot is a fighter pilot with brains” (and
navigation skills). 

— Tony <pilottw@satx.rr.com>

Ray W . Schrecengost – Cannon Balls
Hi there you guys. I received this

from a friend and thought you might
enjoy a bit of “History.” Did you know,
in the mighty British Navy at the time
of Empire building, every sailing ship
had cannon for protection. Cannon of
the times required round iron cannon-
balls. A ship’s master wanted to store
the cannonballs such that they could
be available for instant use when need-
ed, but in a manner that would not let
them roll around the
gun deck.

The solution
devised was to stack
them up in a square-
based pyramid next to
the cannon. The top
level of the stack had
one ball, the next level
down had three, the
next had nine, the next
had sixteen, and so on.

Four levels would
provide a stack of 30
cannonballs. The only
real problem was how
to keep the bottom
level from sliding out
from under the weight
of the higher levels. 

To do this, they
devised a small brass
plate referred to as a
brass monkey with one
rounded indentation
for each cannonball in
the bottom layer.

Brass was used
because the cannon-
balls wouldn’t rust on
the brass monkey, but
would rust on an iron
one. When the temper-
a t u re falls, brass 
contracts faster than
iron. As it got cold on
the gun decks, the
indentations in the
brass monkey would

get smaller than the iron cannonballs
they were holding. If the temperature
got cold enough, the bottom layer of
cannonballs would pop out of the
indentations, spilling the entire pyra-
mid over the deck. 

Thus it was, quite literally, “cold
enough to freeze the balls off a brass
m o n k e y.” And so, another familiar
phrase became part of the language.
Now, aren’t you glad you took the time
to read this historical piece? 

— Ray <schreckray@juno.com>

Don Karges - Durango Recce Reunion
Dear folks – My hearty congratula-

tions for a great reunion. I know how

D.E. Wilkison – MAAG Memories

This is a shot of a German Air Force RF-84F over the
Nuclear Merchant Ship Savannah, the only one ever
built. I was advisor (MAAG) to the 52nd Aufklarungs
Geschwader (Recce Wing) from 62 - 64 succeeding
George Edwards at Eggebek, Germany.

This is a pic of the day I reported to Eggebek as the new
advisor(MAAG) for the 52 Aufklarungs Geschwader
(Recce Wing.) George Edwards is second from left (no
hat). I am third from left (no hat). At the time - 1962 -
I was a major and he was a captain. He did rather well. 

— D.E. Wilkison <wilkison1@earthlink.net>

Photos courtesy of D.E. Wilkison

Letters & Email
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John Lashuay - Loan Memories
Carlos and Bob, I’m sending a picture you might be inter-

ested in. This probably is the last official photo of RF-101s
taken in France of myself and Art Bergstrom as we led the
18th TRS from Laon AB to RAF Upper Heyford, England.

I assumed command of the 18th TRS on 1 Sep 1966, re p l a c-
ing Al Simmons who moved to Wg. Ops. as Asst. DCO.
Shortly thereafter I was told of a severe problem with a land-
ing gear strut linkage being cracked due to stress. This could
only be seen by magnafluxing. We were already in the
p rocess of moving from France to England and another
headache was not needed. Nothing malicious was intended,
but we immediately acquired all the replacement parts fro m
Base Supply to fix those 18th aircraft that were affected. 

When the time came to move, the 17th was forced to fly
directly to England with the landing gear hanging. Appar-
ently they made a fly-by as well, as I was instructed by Col.
Fitzpatrick that no such thing would be permitted when we
arrived. I certainly can’t imagine anyone in the 18th even
considering such thoughts. 

The 18th was ready, and on 14 Sep 1966 I led them down
the runway for the last time at Loan Air Base with Art
Bergstrom as my wing man. We all flew normal training
missions in northern France prior to our channel crossing.
We had programmed two minute separations between
flights as we arrived at RAF Upper Heyford. Although we
did not make a fly-by, we taxied in together to the parking
ramp. Col. Fitz was there to greet us and I could report to
him that we were combat ready and prepared to perform
our mission. Wally Gustafson also met us with a bus and
some ice-cold beer. Bill Blaker was my Project Officer dur-
ing this move and he deserves most of the credit for our
successful completion. Thanks. 

— Bill <jlashuay@fre e w a y. n e t >
Carlos replies:

John, I trust you and Betty are doing well. You missed a
good reunion at Durango. We had a good visit with many
folks you knew, including Don and Evy Hunt. Thanks for
the picture and short note about the move to England. As a
matter of fact, the 17th did make the move gear down. Jim
Waugh was lead. It was a tight 18-ship formation (gaggle)
with a low level fly-by of Bicester Aerodrome through the
scud. A blimp or two was tethered in the area. (We missed
‘em.) I doubt that many folks on the ground could see our
grand arrival for all the low clouds we flew among and
through. Of course the 17th was not only “ready” but as
usual exhibiting its higher level of spirit, morale, flying
skills and derring-do, compared to its sister squadron. 

— Carlos  <carlostx@att.net>

hard these things are to do right and
you did an outstanding job (except for
the snow during golf). I am sure you
all are exhausted but it was worth it
from our perspective. Well done! 

— Mary & Don <dkarg e s @ s w b e l l . n e t >

Jerry Miller —Hanoi Jane
Jerry sent this review of of the book

Aid and Comfort, Jane Fonda in North
Vietnam, by Hank Holzer “Dear friends
and fellow Americans, the antics of Jane
Fonda during the Vietnam War were an
insult to all Americans and A m e r i c a n
servicemen and women and to all of the
values that we hold dear. She was a trai-
tor to our country and should have
been tried in a court of law for pro v i d-
ing aid and comfort to our enemy. A
p ro g ress report on this monumental
book can be found at www. hanoi-
jane.net. Finally, after almost 30 years,
Jane Fonda will get the recognition that
she deserves. Please pass on the word
about this book and web site. We want

this book to be a best seller. With your
help and the power of our communica-
tions we can all help to make our coun-
trymen aware of this book, We owe it to
f u t u re generations of American to not
allow traitors like Jane Fonda to go
unpunished. God Bless America.” 
Col. Joe Kittinger.

Col. Kittinger was shot down over
NVN and was confined to the Hanoi
Hilton. —Jerry <jerryjoa n @ w e b t v. n e t >

Ray Berardino 
The Welcome Mat is Out

Hi Carlos, I don’t know if you are
still keeping the Recce Roster but I
thought I’d let you know of a few
changes. Joyce and I relocated to Mt.
Pleasant, SC, just 20 minutes out of
Charleston. We had a house built on a
tidal marsh and moved in on Dec. 17,
2001. Our address is 2132 Beckenham
Dr., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466; 843-881-
3637. There’s plenty of room for any-
one visiting and certainly plenty to see

and do in this area. I ‘d love to get in
contact with some of the guys from
Upper Heyford and Zweibrucken in
the early 70s. Take care and drop a line
when you have a chance. 

— Ray Berardino 
<ray_berardino@hotmail.com>

New Predator Squadron Activated 
The 17th Reconnaissance Squadron

was activated March 8, 2002 at Indian
Springs Auxiliary Airfield, Nev.

The unit, which joins the 11th RS
and the 15th RS, is the Air Force’s third
RQ-1 Predator squadron. It was activat-
ed because of increased mission re q u i re-
ments based on Predator system success
in Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The initial cadre of experienced peo-
ple will come from the 11th RS and
15th RS and from new crewmembers
graduating from Predator training.

— Burt Waltz
<RF101WALTZ@aol.com>
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Gen. Russel Berg 
Clark Sykes, 8th Photo pilot in New

Guinea, Recce squadron commander
and high level Recce staff officer, called
to tell me about Russ Berg’s death on
January 24, 2002. Gen Berg’s USAF
assignments included Squadron and
G roup Commander in WW II
(Europe); and Wing Commander in
Korea. He also had a short tour in Viet-
nam. Clark worked for Berg in the Pen-
tagon when they were developing the
U-2 and also the development of the
SR-71. I only worked for Berg briefly in
Korea but I was quite familiar with his
continuing efforts to develop the best
reconnaissance vehicles and to stand
up for reconnaissance at high level
command and staff dog fights. One
thing I learned in the Pentagon: If you
keep your mouth shut the powers that
be will phase your systems right out of
the inventory. So we have no more tac-
tical reconnaissance. I wonder what
happened? Anyway, Gen. Russ Berg
was a darned good re c o n n a i s s a n c e
leader and I’m very sorry to hear about
his passing. 

— Cecil Rigsby
<crigsby@austin.rr.com>

Col. George J. Thom
Col. Thom’s daughter, Candace,

writes: “It is with great sadness I must
tell you that my Dad passed away July
12, 2001 at 80 years. He died quite sud-
denly in his favorite room (the den),
apparently of a heart attack after a
very active day. We are grateful it was
peaceful but we miss him terribly.

“I am sure he would have enjoyed
attending the Hampton 101 reunion, as
he participated in many others (partic-
ularly the ones to do with his B-24
group). I was wondering if you would
share with me any remembrances of
my Dad. I am not as familiar with this
group as others my Father had men-
tioned. While we have a general idea
of his service history, we realize after
hearing upon his passing from friends,
there is so many more stories about his
career and times. 

“My Mom is still living in their home
in Sumter, outside Shaw AFB, where
they re t i red in the 1970s. Feel free to

give them my email address or snail
mail should they wish to contact me. 

“Have a wonderful reunion and
perhaps toast my dear Dad along with
others who are gone but remain in our
memories.” — Candace Thom, 200
Atrium Way #1303, Columbia, SC
29223; <cleathom@aol.com>

Bill Hollopeter
Bill died in my arms at 8 am this

morning, December 27, 2001, after
another gallant fight. He died in front
of his fireplace at home as I had prom-
ised him. Kim had run off all the won-
derful messages from you all and she
read them to him. Even though he did-
n’t respond much, we were very sure
he heard as I often caught him chuck-
ling at things Kim and Dave were say-
ing. So much of what you wrote will be
in his eulogy at his memorial service.
Thank you. He loved his country to the
end and died like the soldier he was.
You have all lost a true friend and I
have lost the other half of my life. 

— Avis Hollopeter 
<avisbill@earthlink.net>

Jack T. Ratliff
Hello, my name is Mark Ratliff. I am

the son of Jack T. Ratliff. Jack passed
away on September 23, 2001. All of his
mail (The Recce Reader) should be rout-
ed to me at the following address:
Mark Ratliff, 50 Stoney Creek Drive,
B l u ffton, SC 29918-6803; telephone
843-757-3819. Thank you for your help.

— Mark Ratliff
<mratliff@hargray.com>

Alice Picciano
Alice died Oct. 24, 2001 a little after

midnight. She died in my arms after
watching her body shut down for
seven hours. Thanks to all the good
people she knew that cared and
prayed for her.

— Lou Picciano
<louisp@prodigy.net>

Donna Eubank
Donna Eubank, wife of Ta y l o r

Eubank (RF-4C, Alconbury) passed
away 15 December 2001 from to com-
plications due to cancer. Thanks for all

the work you do on the Recce Reader,
we really enjoy it 

— Dan Eckles
<Agentcane@aol.com>

Billy Moss
A recent TROA magazine reports

that Billy Moss has passed away.
— Ed Payne

<ed80@earthlink.net>

Rodger Rhodarmer
I received this from Roger Rho-

darmer’s wife, Jerrie. Roger died Octo-
ber 14, 2001. Services were held at
Arlington National Cemetery with full
military honors on October 31. But I
think it’s important to know that he
was in no pain and at home with his
family and he accepted this last chal-
lenge with his usual “gung ho” atti-
tude. He used to chuckle and say that
he was always amazed that he lived
past age twenty-two and WW II. And
he’d go on to say he’d been dealing
with this cancer fifteen years and that’s
a pretty good record. 

— Ray Schrecengost
<schreckray@juno.com>

Jane Beamer
Bob Archibald noted that one of the 9-11

heros was named Todd Beamer and won -
dered if he was related to Ross Beamer of
the Recce Group. (Ross passed away sever -
al years ago.) Following up on the address
we had for Janie Beamer, we found Ross
and Jane’s son, Ross II. Here is his
response to our call. — BG 

“Bob, thank you for the information
on Todd Beamer. As you know fro m
talking to my wife, Stacy, that my moth-
er passed away last year. We are trying
to do some re s e a rch and fill in some of
the blanks about my family tree. I do
not know a lot about it. I was an only
child and I know my father was also. I
do not know of any other relation in the
f a m i l y. I know Beamer is not a common
name. My father and mother were fro m
P l a t t s b u rg, Missouri. Her last name was
F u n k h o u s e r. We will continue to look so
that our kids will know their heritage.
T h a n k s again” 

— Ross Beamer II 
<mrbpga@ kc.rr.com> 



All RF-4C

If you flew RF-4s anywhere at any-
time, we want you to come see your

friends regardless of the squadron or
location. Please join the Northern 
Virginia Recce Dinner club for a great
time. The RF-4 Reunion for all
squadrons, will be on 20-22 Sep 2002 at
the Doubletree Hotel in Tysons Corner,
Vi rginia, just west of the nation’s 
Capitol. Room reservations at 1-800-
222-TREE. The agenda will include a
Friday golf tournament, social hour
and hospitality suite at the hotel; Sat-
urday road rally and lunch at a winery,
followed by an informal dinner at the
hotel; Sunday tour of the Air and
Space Museum in Washington, D.C.
Deadline for registration is 15 June. 

For  more information contact 
Tom Kelly <Tom.Kelly@erols.com> or

Dave Britt <RedStagInc@aol.com>. 

14th TRS

The 14th Tac Recon Sq, Udorn, Thai-
land (1967-1975), is planning a

2002 reunion on November 6-11 at
Branson, MO. Contact: G. Engel, 5817
Northgap, Windcrest, TX 78239; 210-
656-1165, mail:ghengel@aaahawk.com. 

17th PRS

The 2002 17th Photo Reconnaissance
Sq. reunion will be held at the

Drury Inn in downtown San Antonio,
Texas, on September 11-16. For infor-
mation, contact Cindy Fuller or Sally
Howells (daughters of Bud Knox) at
15834 Eagle Cliff, San Antonio, TX
78232; 210-404-9873; 210-269-9873 or
email jfuller2@satx.rr.com. Deadline
for registration is July 30th. 

Col. Al Simmons 
Col. Simmons died about 3 a.m. on

March 18, 2002 after a lengthy battle
with pancreatic cancer, complicated by
pneumonia. His wife, Monett, lives in
the Ft. Worth area at 817-560-0632. The
Voodoo was among the aircraft A l
flew during his distinguished career.

— Carlos Higgins carlostx@att.net>

More Sad News
Morris Van Daele passed away on

Feb 18, 2002, after a lengthy illness.
For those of you who missed earlier
emails, Merle Eaton died Dec 1, 2001,
Rey Tange on Jan 17, 2002 and Ken
Hyman on Feb 17, 2002. 

— John Rodolf  <jrodolf@att.net>

Bill Bradley
Marty and Bill are alive and well,

well almost. Bill was diagnosed with
multiple myloma in November 2001
and he started on chemo therapy right
a w a y. Multiple myloma attacks the
bones and makes them soft and brittle.
Shortly after a lengthy diagnosis he
started chemotherapy. By January 16th
he had lost 70 pounds (of his original
245) and had been rushed into Inten-
sive Care. He started a slow recovery
and was sent home on February 16th
with Marty as care g i v e r. He has
gained 40 pounds of his weight back
and now he is walking unaided. Today
he is on his fourth treatment and
should finish all seven before we go to
Hampton in June. Marty still works at
our local hospital in the ER. We hope
you had a great 2001 and a better 2002
to come. All our love. 
— Bill &Marty <bill@chance.mv.com>

Dewey Parker
I was planning to be with all of you

again at the Voodoo Reunion, but I
had a sudden change of plans. On Feb.
15, I had a tumor removed during a
brain operation. They said they did
not get all of it. I am currently under-
going radiation therapy and doing
great at present. Say “Hi” to all and
please keep me in your prayers. 

— Dewey Parker <ledew@aol.com>

Reunions
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The 2003 Tac RECCE Reunion will
be held at the USAF Museum in

Dayton, Ohio, during September 2003.
The museum will be opening a new
hangar next spring dedicated to the
“Cold War Warriors” and will fill it
with appropriate aircraft and exhibits.
For those Recce folks who have not
visited the museum in recent years,
this may encourage you to join us and
enable you to view the latest displays. 

We ’ re looking at the Sept.10-14
(Wed-Sun) time frame. This will be
one day longer than our previous
reunions and we are planning to uti-
lize Wed, Thur and Fri evenings for
Squadron and/or aircraft type mini
gatherings. Sat night will be dinner
for all, as will the Sun morning
brunch. Golf and museum tours will
be daytime activities, plus special
tours for our ladies (and those
unfeeling folks who may not want to
look at airplanes). Then it’s sayonara
for another year.

We have chosen the above dates
because a fly-in of World War I 
a i rcraft (that’s right, WW I), the
Dawn Patrol Rendezvous,  is sched-
uled for Sept. 12-14. This is a  
biannual affair at the museum and in
2003 will be international in scope

(foreign aircraft have been invited) to
help celebrate the 100th anniversary
of flight. I don’t know of very many
“olde” Recce jocks that could resist
watching ancient warplanes stru t
their stuff in the air. The airplanes
will also be available to view as 
static displays. 

F o rgetting for a moment our dif-
f e rences of opinions concerning sep-
arate and combined Recce Reunions,
the above combination should be
powerful enough to make y’all want
to join us. We all understand the
rationale supporting the debate over
combined versus separate events,
but I’m hoping this proposal has
enough merit that the Voodoo and
the RF-4 folks will be there with us
in strength in 2003. At Durango, we
of the 302nd Sqdn. held our 13th
mini get-together and the 303rd held
its first. I understand the Vo o d o o
gathering in Durango also went
very well. With the extra 24 hours
built into the 2003 Reunion, we
believe there will be sufficient time
for everyone to enjoy themselves.

—Roger Wilkes
2003 RECCE Reunion Chairman

801-546-2258
<rogerwilco20@juno.com>

RECCE Reunion XXV — 2003
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34th PRS 
The 2002 edition of the 34th PRS reunion is close at hand.

This time we’re gathering on 1 December for a four-day
cruise to the Bahamas and may enjoy the air museums in
Florida as well. For inquiries contact Richard Faulkner at
sales@34thprs.org or write to 34th PRS Assn., 5163 Arbor
Lane SW, Lilburn, GA 30047 or check the website at
www.34thprs.org.

Reunions
RECCE ROSTER

Do you know where your Recce buddies live? Do you
know where a Recce puke lives that is not on the 

roster? The Recce Roster currently contains more than
1,800 names of former Recce members. It is available in
hard copy by mail for $5 postpaid. You can get it free by
email in PDF, MS Wo rd, Excel or tab-delimited format, PC
or Mac. Send your requests to Bob Gould, 15918 Meadow
Lane, Stanley, KS 66224-9741; rg o u l d @ e a r thlink.net. 

RECCE Reunion XXIV was in doubt for awhile, but so
many folks expressed strong interest in having one, so

we will. RECCE Reunion XXIV will be in the great city of
S E ATTLE this coming September 26 – 29, 2002.  If you
know Seattle at all, you know there is plenty to see and do
in and around that area. Let us know whether you are
i n t e rested in attending this reunion and we will send you
m o re details and a registration form. Also, give us an indi-
cation of which events and tours would interest you. If
y o u ’ re interested and would like some of your RECCE
friends to be there, contact them and encourage them to
put this on their calendar.

Just fill out and send in the form below. Circle the items
that most appeal to you. If we have enough interest in golf,
current thinking is that golfers would arrive in time to play
Thursday morning and we’d also set up an additional tour
for that morning. Here’s the most likely schedule:

1– Well stocked hospitality room at reasonable hours.
2 – Thur. A.M.: (2A) Golf and (2B) Lake Washington Boat
tour (see Bill Gates’ home) plus visit Ballard locks to see
yachts and a salmon ladder.
3 – Thur. P.M.: Reception, happy hour and ice cream social.
4 – Thur. P.M.: Group night out or dinner on your own.
5 – Fri. A.M: Tour Boeing at Everett, plus visit Pike Street Mkt.
6 – Fri. A.M: Tour downtown Seattle plus visit Pike Street Mkt.
7 – Fri. P.M.: Visit Tillicum Village, boat trip, native enter-
tainment and salmon dinner.
8 – Sat. A.M: Tour downtown Seattle.
9 – Sat. A.M: Tour Boeing Field Museum
10 – Sat. P.M.: RECCE Reunion Dinner; guest speaker.
11 – Sun A.M: Fond farewells at group breakfast.
12 – Add-on: Two-day visit to Victoria via high-speed
ferry, City tour and Butchart Gardens.


