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WWII VETS OF THE 8TH PHOTO RECON SQUADRON
HOLD THEIR FINAL REUNION (PG 10).
THIS IS HOW THEY USED TO DO IT.

This picture of the 8th Photo was taken on 25 September 1943, near Port
Moresby, New Guinea, on the occasion of the promotion to First
Lieutenant of Churchill, Ludtke and Rigsby. All three were sent
overseas as Staff Sergeant pilots. All are’identified on p. 11.
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VOODOO/RECCE REUNION 2008 —

CHATTANOOGA, TENN. — 15-18 MAY 2008
Chattanooga Choo-Choo (Holiday Inn), 1400 Market Street, Chattanooga, TN 37402
1-800-872-2529 — www.choochoo.com

e are looking forward to a memorable gathering in

Chattanooga this Spring; based on the inquiries that
have been received, we anticipate 225 or more attendees and
115 rooms have been reserved.

Chattanooga is a mid-sized city of approximately 160,000 peo-
ple. The downtown area has been revitalized inrecent years.

A few of the attractions include the world class Tennessee
Aquarium, an eight mile river walk, a 1/2 mile pedestrian
bridge over the Tennessee River, museums, shopping oppor-
tunities and fine restaurants. There is a free downtown shut-

Thursday, 15 May
Registration and Hospitality begins at noon
Evening on your own.

Friday, 16 May

09:00 — 11:30 Tour Civil War battlefields via Coach Lines.
$20 per person
13:30 — 16:00 Tour Lookout Mountain and Rock City
(website: wwwiseerockcity.com ) $25 per person. There is a
“VIP trail” for people with walking problems.
On your own visits to the Aquarium, IMAX, Incline
Railway, Riverwalk and pedestrian bridge.
18:30 Buffet dinner at the hotel with a variety of entrees.
21:00 Conversations in the hospitality room.

The agenda for the weekend is as follows:

tle leaving from the Choo Choo Hotel every few minutes.
Air service is provided by Allegiant, American Eagle,
Continental, Delta Connection, Northwest, Skybus, and US
Airways. There are direct flights to CHA from Dallas (Amer-
ican Eagle), Columbus, OH (Skybus), Cincinnati (Delta Con-
nection), Charlotte (US Air), Memphis (NW), D.C. (Delta
Connection), Chicago (American Eagle), ATL (Delta Connec-
tion), and Houston (Continental). Allegiant serves most
major Florida airports.
—Scotty Schoolfield

Saturday, 17 May
09:00 - 11:30 Repeat tour to Civil War battlefields. $20 per
person
13:30 — 16:00 Repeat tour to Lookout Mountain and Rock
City. $25 per person
18:30 Sit-down dinner decked out in your finest. Please
indicate your choice of entree on the registration form.
21:00 Hospitality

Sunday, 18 May
Breakfast on your own at the hotel and then depart or
remain for a few more days. The hotel has breakfast
buffets every day. Special rates are given for hotel guests.

A Word About Tours

The repeat tours on Friday and Saturday are scheduled to
accommodate all attendees without creating long lines and
delays. The repeat tours may be adjusted based on demand.
Please indicate your preferred tour day on the Registration.

It is suggested that you schedule only one group tour per
day so that you can also visit downtown attractions such as
the Aquarium, a Riverboat lunch cruise, the IMAX, or just
walk along the river and visit some of the local parks and
museums. There are many fine restaurants and sandwich
shops downtown.

Hotel Info

The Choo-Choo Hotel (Holiday Inn) is located on a 24 acre
site of the former railroad depot. There are three major build-
ings available to house guests. Every effort will be made to
provide rooms for the reunion attendees in buildings 100 and
200. The hotel registration desk is in the former railway sta-
tion house. This is several hundred feet from the hotel rooms
- so0, do not download the bags before you register. A short
drive or shuttle service to buildings 100 and 200 will be nec-
essary. The reunion registration table will be in the vicinity of

the hospitality room. Room rates are $89 plus tax. There are
only 115 rooms blocked, so hurry. Hotel reservations should
be made on or before April 24, 2008. Call Choo Choo at 1-800-
872-2529. Complimentary pick up to and from the airport is
available by reservation at 1-800-872-2529 or 423-266-5000.
Directions to Choo-Choo Hotel — See website for map

I-75 South from Knoxville or 1-75 North from Atlanta:
Merge onto 1-24 West to downtown Chattanooga. After
approximately 5 miles, merge onto US Highway 27N. Take
Exit 178 (Market Street North). At the 3rd traffic light, turn
right into the hotel complex.

1-24 East from Birmingham, AL or Nashville, TN:
Merge onto US Highway 27 North to downtown Chat-
tanooga. (US 27 looks like, smells like, and feels like an Inter-
state highway.) Take Exit number 1 on the right. Turn left
onto Main Street. Proceed to the 3rd traffic light (at Market
Street). Turn left on Market Street and proceed to the 1st
light. Turn right into hotel complex.

If you miss the designated exit from either direction,
continue to one of the Highway 27 exits and proceed to Market
Street and turn south (right) to the hotel at 1400 Market Street.

REGISTRATION — VOODOO/RECCE REUNION — 15-18 MAY 2008 — REGISTRATION

Name:

Address;

Number of meals by type: Beef__ Salmon___ Chicken__
Special Meals; Specify number and type diet:

Email: Phone:

Member and Guest names on Name Tag:

MAIL THIS FORM WITH MONEY TO DONNA MARTIN, 3010 HONEY TREE LANE, AUSTIN, TX 78746

Registration Fee: No. of Persons x $100= $

Rock City Tour: Fri Sat No. of Persons x $25 = $

Civil War Battlefields

Tour: Fri Sat No. of Persons x $20 = $—
Total Cost: $




Health Reports

Charlie Bukoski

Charlie and Judy were on the East
bound leg of their summer bus tour of
the Southwest. On Sept 2nd, they were
at a campground between Bryce and
Zion National Parks when Charlie suf-
fered a cerebral hemorrhage in the left
lobe and a blood clot in the sinus area.
The nearest medical facility was
Kabab, Utah, but they could not han-
dle the situation and Charlie was air-
lifted to Las Vegas. Charlie spent near-
ly a month in the hospital.

Charlie and Judy returned to Flori-
da on Monday, Oct 8th and Charlie
went into rehab in Winter Haven. On
Oct 18th he developed yet another
DVT (deep-venous thrombosis) in his
left (strong) leg.

Ed. note: The last report | received
indicates that he is doing well, handles
his own personal care and is back at
his computer. For a full report, contact

—Charles or Judy Bukoski
5084 South Shore Dr

Polk City, FL 33868
863-670-399
chasjudy@bukoski.net

Frank Meyer

The following email was received
from Frank on 9 Sept.

In general my health has been pret-
ty good considering my age 79 as of a
month ago. Parkinson's disease is not
as bad as | thought it would be and
the problem with my neck is that is
just a "pain in the neck" although I
have no pain.

A new situation has arisen that |
think | discovered in time. | noticed
that a lump located on the back of my
head was new. | had an appointment
with my family doctor and he had me
checked by a specialist. A needle biop-
sy was accomplished that indicated
excessive white blood cells. The
Pathologist wanted the lump removed
for a more thorough investigation. The
result was that the tumor was malig-
nant. and that | have Lymphomas
which is a type of cancer.

I will go the chemotherapy route
rather than Radiation treatment. | have
no choice due to the Deep Brain Stim-
ulus implants in my brain. Radiation

therapy would cause my brain "to fry"
as the medical people say. As the song
goes: "Into each life some rain must
fall" so I will roll with the punches and
accept that it is another experience in
my life. Two things I have to hang onto
are:
1. BE PREPARED from my years as
a Boy Scout and,
2. EVERY MAN ATIGER as a mem-
ber of the best squadron in the USAF.
Ed. note: Frank was a pilot in the
15th TRS in Korea flying RF-80s and
RF-86s. After retirement from the Air
Force, he became an airline pilot.
—Francis W. Meyer
1711 Sunset Dr.
Grove, OK 74344
918-787-6171
f86meyer@aol.com

BJ Martin

On Friday morning, Nov. 2nd, BJ
went out to get the newspaper, he
picked it up and started back towards
the house. He lost his balance and fell,
fracturing his hip. That evening they
did the surgery to put in two rods. The
surgeon said as far as hip fractures go,
it was not a bad one. The surgery went
well. They have done physical therapy
each day - assisting him in getting out
of bed, taking a few steps and sitting in
the chair. As of this evening, Nov. 5, he
is in Seton Hospital.

Tomorrow he will be moved to
Health South Rehab where he proba-
bly will be for two weeks. From what |
understand, rehab is no vacation -- that
they will work him harder than he will
want to be worked until 4:00 each day
except the weekend.

Ed note: Later reports indicate he is
at home and doing significantly better
as he goes through rehab.

—BJ & Donna Martin
3010 Honey Tree Lane
512-327-4648
bjmartin@austin.rr.com

Dan Waddle

I went to the Austin Heart Hospital
on Sept. 27 to have a stint placed into
my leg to correct a blood flow problem
and now | find they are going to per-
form open heart surgery on me Tues.

morning Oct 2. While filling me with
dye they found three vessels in my
heart, maybe four, that needed a
bypass.

So after all this exercise, keeping
my weight down, eating right and
having a normal cholesterol, | have to
have bypass surgery. When | told my
doctor this he said, " Had | not done
those things | would be dead by now."
So | guess it's worth taking care of
ourselves.

Update on Oct 10: Open heart triple
by-pass was a success. Going in to sur-
gery, they asked if | wanted to be
knocked out. Of course | said "No." |
told them to give me an Air Force
fighter pilot stick and just place it in
my mouth so that | would have some-
thing to bite down on. It only took 2
1/2 hours. Surgery on Oct 2; home on
Oct 6.

The jewel God gave me for a wife
has been just that. Without her | could
not, and probably would not want to
make it. She is truly a gift.

Started walking Sunday (1/4 mile)
Monday (1/2 a mile) and am now up
to a 1/4 mile four times a day. | will
stay at this point for a while. Until |
start a physical rehab routine.

I thank you for all the many emails
of prayer and concerns. Friends are
gifts from God.

—Dan Waddle

—Dan & Phyllis Waddle
9405 Winding Oak Trail
Austin, TX 78750
512-250-5662
danwaddle@sbcglobal.net

Jack Graber (Oct. 12, 2007}

Last Thursday (4 Oct) Dad went to
the doctor because of persistent
headaches and generally feeling bad.
Because of symptoms that he had
been experiencing for a while, the
doctor ordered an MRI and on Thurs-
day they found a sub-dural
hematoma (blood between the lining
of the brain and the skull, kind of like
a bruise.) Beverly took Dad to St.
Francis hospital and he went in for
surgery that evening. They drained
the hematoma and inserted drains to
prevent fluid buildup after

4
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kp surgery. Friday he was doing well and

was visited by most of the family.
Saturday he was still doing well,
but was tired. We watched the K-
State/KU game and chatted most of
the afternoon (although Dad wasn't
too pleased with the outcome of the
game). On Monday the doctors
removed the drains from his head.

Late Monday morning and Mon-
day afternoon Dad started exhibiting
the classic signs of a hematoma. He
lost physical coordination and was
having problems speaking and
answering questions and was
extremely confused. A CT scan
showed another hematoma in the the
same area. A second surgery was per-
formed that evening to drain the
fluid, stop the bleeding and insert
new drains.

Tuesday was a rough day and he
was moved to the Neuro Critical Care
Unit so he would receive care specific
for his condition. They did another
CT scan which showed that the
hematoma was not reforming. He was
fairly responsive and able to have lim-
ited communication. On Wednesday
he was having problems forming
sequences and was having lots of
problems communicating. His physi-
cal coordination on his right side was
also gone and having problems in
general. Since, he has had good and
bad days.

If the CT scan today is good then
they will move him out of critical care
tomorrow. If he progresses as they
expect then he could be moved to
rehab on Monday. The expectation is
about three weeks of in-patient rehab.

At this point prayers are appreciat-
ed. No one is around the house all the
time so if you call we aren't ignoring
you, we just aren't around. If you
want to send cards just send them to
the house and we will be sure to
deliver them. We will update every-
one again soon. (Soon being com-
pletely relative....)

—Beverly Graber

1116 North Denene St
Wichita, KS 67212
316-773-5509
jbgraber@southwind.net

Robert Wolfe (Jan 15, 2008)

This is a recap of the events of
Robert’s surgeries and illnesses.

On August 21st Rob was scheduled
for repairs to his 17-year-old right hip
replacement.. The plastic cup, lining
the hip joint, was worn out and the
ball, which is attached to the stem, also
needed to be replaced. On the 27th of
August, Robert experienced severe
pain in the joint while being trans-
ferred from the bed to a chair. He con-
tinued to express pain, and that after-
noon X-rays were taken in the hospital
room and sent to Dr. Harris’ office. No
evidence of dislocation was noted on
the X-rays at that time.

On the 28th of August he was trans-
ferred to Health South Rehabilitation
Hospital and released to come home
on September the 12th.

The four-week postoperative exam
scheduled on the 26th of September
showed the hip to be dislocated. The
following day, Dr. Harris operated
again to reposition the joint.

Rob did not wish any further reha-
bilitation so we came home. After 12
days he had become so ill that we took
him to the doctor's office, which was
the 9th of October. Six days later the
doctor called to say the culture was
positive for MRSA staph.

On the 17th of October the doctor
operated on him for the third time and
debrided the wound. During that sur-
gery, Robert went into atrial fibrillation
and was moved to ICU for three days.

On the 6th of November he con-
tracted hospital-induced pneumonia,
was put back in ICU. At that point he
was given a 50/50 chance to survive.
When | stood there at the foot of the
bed, watching him gasping for air, I
knew he would not make it through
the night. It was only God’s loving
Grace and everyone’s prayers that
brought him through the night.

On the 9th of November, Dr. Henni-
gan, the infectious disease internist,
told Dr. Harris the only way we are
going to save Robert and rid him of the
staph was to operate again and remove
all of the prosthesis, which would
leave him non-weight bearing on the
right leg for the rest of his life.

On the 19th of Nov. Robert was
moved to Regency Hospital, a long-
term acute care facility. He spent 45
days there and during that time the top
of his wound did not heal properly and
he was left with a hole in his thigh, six
in. long, two in. deep and two in. wide.
He has been on a wound pack over six
weeks and they advise me it will prob-
ably be another .three months.

He was transferred to the Spring-
dale Health and Rehabilitation Facility
on January the 9th and should be there
for the next three weeks.

Robert has lost 36 pounds, and is still
very weak. His recovery will be very
slow and arduous. | have been driving
back and forth to Fayetteville and
Springdale every day since it all started
and my hope and prayers will be
answered when he is back home again!

Cards can be sent to Robert & Sally
Wolfe, 57 Pamona Dr. Bella Vista,
AR 72715. Email: wolfeworks@cox. net.

k. =

WWW.TACRECCE.ORG
WEBSITE UPDATE

hen Charlie Bukoski had his

health emergency, he made a
decision to resign his position as web-
master. We all thank him for the work
he has done in the past establishing
and maintaining the site.

Our new webmaster is John
Duquette. Both he and his wife,
Linda, are retired US Army officers.
John is a son of “Duke” Duquette,
famed Recce pilot from the Korean
era (aPOW), an accomplished carrier-
qualified Navy exchange pilot, and a
Voodoo pilot. John created the out-
standing Cottonpicker website -
www.cottonpickers.org.

Our website has a new look and
now has a
growing
selection of
photo-
graphs.
You'll see
m o r e
changes as
time per-
mits. —BG

Y

Linda & John Duquette
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Final Flight

Russell Francis Crutchlow
Col. Russell Crutchlow passed away
at his home in Seaford, Va., on Sept. 16,
2007, at the age of 86. Col. Crutchlow
served 32 yearsin the U.S. Air Force. He
began his service as a fighter pilot in
!J_ T World War I,

then went on to
serve in the
Korean Conflict
and served three
tours in Vietnam.
He retired from
service at Lang-
ley Air Force
Base in 1974.

Col.Russ
Crutchlow
leaves his loving
wife of 58 years,
Alethia; two sons, Russell and Larry,
and one daughter, Lynne C. Hodges.
He also leaves behind five grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild.

A graveside service was held on
Nov. 21, 2007, in Arlington National
Cemetery. Condolences can be sent to
Alethia Crutchlow at 222 Raymond Dr.,
Seaford, VA 23696, phone: 757-898-7437.

Photos of Russel’s interment at Arling -
ton can be viewed at ww.tacrecce.org.

Russ Crutchlow -
15th TRS 1960

Kay & Doris Berry's son
has passed away
Avis Hollopeter informed me that
Kay and Doris Berry's oldest son,
Doug, died from a heart attack last
month. He was only 50 years old. |
don't know any thing more about the
specifics but perhaps someone in the
Recce group might. | am sure there are
many who would like to send condo-
lences to the Berry's at their home: 346
West Shiloh Ct., Lewiston, ID 83501 or
at their email: kberry@lewiston.com.
—Dewey Hemphill
dkhemphill@comcast.net

Mike Thomson

Mike was at a local Austin city golf
course on Nov. 16, 2007 getting ready
to play, when he became semicon-
scious. EMS took him to the emer-
gency room for an overnight observa-
tion for heart palpitation. Mike's
daughter, Carol, took him home Satur-

day afternoon. She was to take him to
lunch on Sunday, but found him dead.
His death was listed as due to natural
causes. He had a triple bypass in 2005
and had delayed a marriage to wife
number three and also missed a 101
reunion at Fort Walton Beach. The lat-
est wife died of cancer earlier this year.

Mike has a daughter and son living
in the Austin area. Contact for his
daughter is: Mrs Carol Moreno, 829
White Hall Drive, Pflugerville, TX
78660; phone: 512-585-8947.

Here are excerpts from his obituary:
Retired Air Force Major Michael L.
Thomson died peacefully in his home
on November 18, 2007 at the age of 74.
He was born on February 18, 1933 in
Harris, Mo. After retiring from the Air
Force Mike went on to get his teaching
certificate from St. Edwards Universi-
ty. After his retirement from teaching,
he spent his time doing the things he
loved most: golfing and dancing.

—Roger McLain
rdmclain@austin.rr.com

Col. Leon Gray
Leon Gray, a World War Il recon-
naissance pilot and founder of the
Acrojets aerial demonstration team
that helped pave the way for the Thun-
derbirds, died Nov. 26 at age 94. Gray
led a reconnaissance group that flew
P-38s over Europe during World War
11, after which he flew jet fighters, win-
ning the Bendix Trophy for fastest
coast-to-coast flight in an F-80 in 1946.
While commander of the former
Williams AFB, Ariz., Gray created the
F-80 team called the Acrojets, which
disbanded during the Korean War.
—AF Magazine Daily Report

Here are some comments from
those who knew Leon Gray:
From Cecil Rigsby; rigsby@austin.rr.com:

I was in the 39th Photo Recon Sq.,
our first jet unit, when it was formed
by Lt. Col. John G. Foster. After WWII
ended John elected to leave the Air
Corps and the squadron was taken
over by Col. Leon Gray. Leon was a top
notch pilot but a real maverick.
Regardless, | was proud to serve under
his command.

N
From Duke Duguette; duke-duquette
@sunflower.com:

My memory of Col. Leon Gray
when he was base commander at
Williams AFB when | went through
F-80 training in ’'50. Col. H.R. Spicer,
later to be General Spicer, had the
training wing. Col. Gray "wowed" the
Cadet wing with loud, high speed
passes and acrobatics in "his F-80",
about every evening, just as the Cadet
Corps was lined up in ranks on the
flight line, ready to return to barracks
for the evening meal. We all looked
forward to his antics.

In one of his stunts, he would fly
upside down, straight down the run-
way at about 100 ft. altitude, roll over
and pull up into an Immelmann. Man,
that was a great show!How he acquired
the handle "Leon the Peon" amongst the
Cadet Corp, | will never know.

The rumor amongst the Cadets was
that Col. Gray never filed a flight plan.
He would just take off from "Willie"
and tell the tower, "This is Leon head-
ing West" or East as the case might be.
He gave a tough, fighter-pilot lecture
to the Cadet Corps at graduation. He
was indeed an Air Force legend and
will be missed as a "one of a kind icon"
for the United States Air Force.

More from Cecil Rigsby:

Duke, I'mglad you verified my mav-
erick description of Col. Gray. More
than once at March Field he would be
stopped by the military police for some
traffic infraction on the base. Each time
he would take the ticket and tear it up
in little pieces in front of the MP. He
would tell him, "If | really do something
wrong I'll accept the ticket."

From Frank Meyer; f86meyer@aol.com:

When | was cadet at Williams (Class
50-C, reporting Jan. 2, 1950) we cadets
referred to Col. Gray as "Leon The
Peon." The other Acrojet pilots were: Lt.
Col. Jones E. Bolt (right wing), Major
Walter "Lefty" Selenger (slot) and 1/Lt.
Michael Smolen, (left wing). Col. Gray
was known for filing a clearance from
one AFB to another AFB like this: “Pilot
Gray; Destination Scott AFB.”

Read more about Col. Gray and the Acrojets
on the back page.

= ey
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Wilkerson Obit Email Responses

By Bob Gould
n entry in a Tac Recce News email, which was an
obit for Col. Steven R. Wilkerson, included this
statement:

"His squadron won the prestigious NATO reconnais-
sance competition ‘Royal Flush’ the first time the USAF
won that honor."

This caused a storm of replies. After doing some
research, |1 have come to some conclusions (a few with
photo backup) included here.

First, there are some confirmed facts, from USAF records
available on the Internet, for the time frame in question:

The 42nd TRS base assignments:

Spangdahlem AB, Germany, 18 Mar 1954;
RAF Chelveston, England, c. 20 Aug 1959;
Toul-Rosieres AB, France, 1 Aug 1962 (deployed at Chamb-
ley AB, France, 15 May-9 Oct 1963);
Chambley AB, France, 1 Jul 1965-22 Aug 1966.
Commanders of the 42nd TRS:
Maj William H. Allen, 16 Jun 1959;
Lt Col Steven R. Wilkerson, 12 Jul 1960;
Lt Col Robert J. Pickhardt, 16 Feb 1962;
The 30th TRS base assignments:
Sembach AB, Germany, 8 Jul 1953;
‘Spangdahlem AB, Germany, 8 Jan 1958;
RAF Station (later, RAF) Alconbury, England, 25 Aug 1959 -
1 Apr 1976. (operated from Moron AB, Spain, 9 May-10 Jun
1968).
Commanders of the 30th TRS:
Lt Col Clason B. Saunders, by Mar 1953;
Maj Oliver T. Hayes, Jr., 16 Nov 1953;
Maj Harold E. Grant, 9 Jul 1956;
Maj Warren A. Williams, 22 Jul 1957;
Maj Robert L. Hopkins, Feb 1958;
Lt Col Steven R. Wilkerson, 13 Dec 1958;
Lt Col Chester B. Hackett, 12 Jul 1960;
Maj Philip V. Howell Jr., 1 May 1961.

Among the messages | received were some that claimed
that no Royal Flush missions were flown at night. As you
shall see, that is obviously wrong.

Except for some messages that reveal pertinent details, |
won’t attempt to include all the comments | received
regarding Col.Wilkerson and Royal Flush. Most were com-
plimentary. (The contributors are listed at the end of this
story.) Some comments confirmed the facts (ageless memo-
ry); others were in error (aged memory).

Some stories of Royal Flush at night

ilkerson was the 30TRS commander at RAF Alcon-
bury, UK when | arrived 1 Jan 1960. | believe that he
had been CC when the squadron moved from Spang to
Alconbury around Oct 1959. The 1960 Royal Flush was all
30TRS personnel. The three photo squadrons (1st, 19th and

R
e

Lt
15-8-59
Switch Starts "Invasion™ of US Air Force Squadron to England

First moves have begun today in the reshaping of the
United States Air Force tactical squadrons in Europe, following
General de Gaulle's refusal to allow the Americans to store
nuclear weapons in France. Squadrons of tactical fighter-
bombers are being switched from airfields in France to Germany,
while aircraft with longer range are being moved back to Britain.
Today the 10th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing of the U.S. Air
Force, flew into the RAF station at Alconbury, Huntingdon -
shire, from Germany, in the first move of the switch.

Photo shows - The first unit of four aircraft of the RB-
66 reconnaissance unit fly over Alconbury airfield in formation
on their arrival there today.

—Official USAF photo and caption

30th) competed for the honor by being the first to complete
training requirements. The 30th won everything but air
starts. This arrangement caused a morale problem in the
wing so they went back to having a crew from each
squadron represent the 10th Wing.

The 10th won the night recce over the Brits and their
Canberras in 1960. It came down to using a radar photo of
a bridge. The Brits, without radar, were unable to get the
target.

Tony Anton, 30th Ops Officer ran Royal Flush in 1960-61-

62. (They were trying to get Tony promoted to LTC. He had kF

The Recce Reader, Fall 2007

7



Email Obit Responses —Con’t. fromp. 5
(1

Lt. Col. Edward Ellis, Squadron Com -
mander of the 1st Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron, 10th Tactical Reconnaissance
Wing, proudly carries the Squadron’s
crest from his aircraft on arrival at the
RAF station at Alconbury.— Official
USAF photo and caption

a serious blemish on his record in RF-
101s in Okinawa.) His last chance was
in 1962 but it was not to be as the 10th
did not win the night recce due to crew
error as related here:

I didn't have too many bad experi-
ences flying the RB-66, or the F-111s
later on, but the very worst had to be
flying the first night of Royal Flush VII
out of Ramstein in May, 1962. The crew
was made up of A/C Bill Sears, Radar
Nav Paul Nickerson and | was the
Photo Nav. During the run in from the
pre-IP, IP and over the target, | would
stand up beside Sears and visually
navigate. | would also download the
film, process and dry it. We had flown
in day competition in 1961 because the
RF-101s had engine problems and
couldn't compete. Tony Anton liked us
a lot so he was able to bend the rules a
bit and we were allowed to fly night
competition in 1962.

We had never missed a target (two
per mission) in two years that we flew
together. We were going on a target on
a British army base in northern Ger-
many and a French airfield south of
Paris that night. The weather in Ger-
many was perfect. Nickerson lined us
up way out and | saw the visual IP

(Neon sign in the middle of town that
said Joe's Beer). The run in was about
five miles. | could see tanks, etc as we
approached. The camera and carts did
not come on. For the first time ever,
Nickerson had failed to turn on a
switch with a big red light on it (mod-
ified for Flush aircraft). So we went
through dry with no aircraft lights on.
Sears decided we would disobey the
rules and try it again. We turned all the
aircraft lights on at the IP and dropped
carts, etc. | had a feeling that it was not
as good a run as the first attempt
and/or we were going to get nailed,
big time.

The weather to the second target
was bad but Sears chose to fly though
it to Chéateauroux AB. We had done
this a few times so | wasn't too con-
cerned. Nickerson said he had the tar-
get on radar. | knew by the ETA that
we were about 20 miles out. Some time
went by and all of a sudden the world
lit up and | was sure we were dead.
Nickerson had turned on the cameras
as he said he had the target. All | could
see out the window was a road. As we
were climbing out and in a right turn, |
pointed out the base on the left some
five miles away.

Sears and | have discussed many
times why we didn't go back down
and try and get it. We were running
out of time plus we figured we had
gotten caught on the first target.

We ended up not getting caught but
had only partial coverage of the first
target and missed the second by quite
a long way. Paul Hinkle and Stan
Williams flew in our place the next two
nights. But there was no way to make
up for a missed target so the 10th lost
to the Brits and Tony Anton did not get
an additional OER for the LTC board.
He never really held it against us that |
was aware of but we just hated it.

My records indicate the following
winning units:

1956: R.F. | 4ATAF at Lahr AB, Ger-

many.

1957: R.F. Il 2ATAF at Lahrbruch AB,
Germany.

1958: R.F. 11l 2ATAF at Spangdahlem,
Germany.

1959: IV 2ATAF at Eindhoven, Nether-
lands.

1960: R.F. V 4ATAF at Bremgarten,
AB, Germany.

1961: R.F. VI 2ATAF at Beauvechain
AB, Belgium.

1962: R.F. VII 4ATAF at Ramstein AB,
Germany.

1963: R.F. VIII 4ATAF at RAF Wilden-
rath. Germany.

I flew in VI and VIl and was
involved with VIII. | know the 10th
lost VI and VII and won V and VIII. |
don't know how they did earlier.

Being a FNG in the squadron in 1960
and a 2nd Lt. nav, | didn't have much
contact with Wilkerson. Anton basically
ran the squadron. "Corn Pone" was his
nickname. He loved sitting around ops
and talking about Ole Miss football
with Larry Rust (Exec). He had the seat
roll back on him on takeoff one day, but
with hislong arms, he was able to get it
off the ground.

Other people in the squadron that
come to mind were: Titus Thomas,
Boyce Beverly, Bob Yirka, Dad Gamble,
Jack Brown, Ed Stanford, John King,
Steve Levine, John Alderson, Fred
Glover, Doug Harper, Don Cowick,
Don Olkiewicz, Bill Sears, Bill Means,
Bill Von Thaden, Don Zook, Don Rigg,
Tuney Oydna and Ken Waits.

Jim Kemp was Wing CC, Vic Cabas
Vice, Bob Williams then Doug Sanford
was Ops.

Hope this was helpful. The four
years at Alconbury were as good as it
was ever going to be.

—Rex Davis
Itcrexldavis@lisco.net

teve Wilkerson was the 30TRS com-

mander when | arrived at Spang-
dahlem in 1959. The wing then moved
to RAF Alconbury and the 30TRS won
Royal Flush in 1960. All of the missions
were flown at night. There were three
aircrews and each crew consisted of a
pilot and two navigators. Pilots were
Dale Beverly, Titus Thomas and
myself. The 30TRS that year devised
an inflight film developing procedure
that allowed the crew to look at the
processed film inflight and they could
call in an accurate MisRep. The photo
interpreters could start their work as
soon as the aircraft landed because the

film was already processed. | believe pp
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FF this was the first time the wing had

ever won Royal Flush. All of the air-

crews were from the 30th. I don't

remember for sure who replaced Wilk-

erson, (it was Chester Hackett) but Phil
Howell was the commander in 1962.

—Ken Waits

kwaits@cox.net

knew Lt Col Wilkerson quite well.

He was the 30th TRS commander
flying the RB-66B at Spangdahlem AB.

He was extremely well liked by
everyone in the squadron. One of the
best commanders | had ever known
and did everything he could for those
in his squadron. He led one of our
mass flight gaggles I flew in on Memo-
rial Day 1959. These gaggles were
comprised of four squadrons of RB-66
aircraft in diamond formation. Each
squadron flew in diamond formation
and consisted of 12 aircraft for a total
of 48 aircraft in one large diamond
flyby. It was part of a large formation
of 100-plus aircraft from various
NATO countries overflying the ceme-
tery in Luxembourg.

He also transferred to RAF Alcon-
bury in 1959 with us, | believe. You
might want to contact Wolfgang
Samuel who is writing the history of
the B/RB-66 at the present time. His
research is complete as he starts to
write and probably can give you very
accurate details of his time in the 10th
TRW. Wolfgang can be contacted at :
wolfsamuel@msn.com.

—Gerry Reponen
greponen@internet49.com

was a new Lt. at Sembach AB, preoc-

cupied with staying out of anybody's
spotlight for doing something dumb
with the airplane, when | heard about
a guy named Wilkerson who had man-
aged, on landing, to nick the wing tip
of the RF-84F.

I met him sometime later, and |
think he was on the 66th TRW wing
staff. Nicking the wing tip of the 84 on
landing was a remarkable feat, which
is why | remember the name Wilker-
son, because the gear was so far out on
the wing that scraping the wing tip on
the runway required an unusual atti-
tude, to say the least. | had trouble

[

U.S.AIR FORCE = 4

Film is downloaded from an RB-66 at Alconbury AB, England, during a Royal Flush

exercise probably in 1962.

imagining how he prevented the acci-
dent. He must have been both the
worst and the best.
—Paul Hodges
ncphodges@mindspring.com

was assigned to 42nd TRS at RAF

ChelvestonEngland and  Toul
Rosiere AB, France (1960-63) under the
10th TRW Alconbury, England. Our
Squadron CO at Chelveston was a Lt.
Col. Steven R. Wilkerson. I met up
with him again at Shaw when |
returned to the States in 1963 -- my
association with him was with the
RB/EB-66s both at Chelveston &
Shaw. However, while at Chelveston
both myself and Chuck "Fatty" Fuller
another Sq EWO (due to our "small
size") were trained to develop film in
flight in the photo version of the RB-66.
We handed the still wet developed film
to the Intel guys as soon as we landed.

The 10th TRW won "Royal Flush"
that year. Later word got out about the
procedure and rule was changed to not
allow in-flight film processing in order
to "level the playing field" for all photo
Recce aircraft (a fair move) — but I'm
sure the procedure would have been
used if it were not a Royal Flush exer-
cise. The in-flight processing proce-
dure was "hatched" at a Squadron
Dining-In at Chelveston.

By the way the 10 TRW Wing CO

—Photo from Doug Gordon courtesy of Gary Mohr

also won a bet with an RAF Wing
Commander to find and take a picture
of an RAF carrier that was done with
an RB-66C and RB-66B on the wing.
The C model located the carrier which
had its radar on and the pair descend-
ed through some typically bad English
weather and got an excellent photo of
the carrier. That one was "hatched" at a
Wing Dining-In. Wow; those were the

days with great memories.
—William “Bill”” Jones Jr.
2wjonesjr@cox.net

Other readers who responded to this
email and whose comments were con-
sidered were:

Perry Robinson <pmrobinson@cox.net>
Gerry Parker <gparker@pmkc.com>

J. “Doc” Partridge <docpartl@juno.com>
Dave Morgan <dave-wendy@verizon.net>
Kermit W Helmke <kerm1@juno.com>
Ruff Gray <FranNruff@aol.com>

Bob Archibald <dragonfuel@aol.com>

H. Lobdell <HLOBDELL@satx.rr.com>
Calvin Frazier <calvin.frazier@navymil>
Jim Milam <JIMMILAM@aol.com>
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Final Reunion of the 8th Photo Recon. Sq.

By Bob Gould

ourteen surviving members of
Fthe 8th Photo Reconnaissance

Squadron from the World War Il
era along with their families and
friends held their 30th and “final”
reunion in Dallas from 5 to 9 Sept,
2007. The host, Col. Cecil Rigsby, gave
Marj and me a special invitation to
attend and | could not refuse the
honor. It was one of the most interest-
ing and emotional reunions we have
ever attended.

I asked Cecil how many members of
the 8th PRS were still alive. Here is
his reply:

“The 8th Photo Reunions began in
1977 when nine enlisted men (five of
them were tent mates) met in Johnson
City, Tenn. Only two of them are still
living, Andy Cappell and John Miller.
With the wives there were 16 present.

“At the 1979 reunion of the enlisted
men in Phoenix, a total of 38 (with
wives) attended. In 1980 46 enlisted
men and wives met in Denver. It was at
this reunion that the enlisted men
decided to invite the 8th Photo officers
and get as many others as possible to
attend at the nextreunion.

“The 1981 Reunion of the officers
and enlisted men at Broomfield, Colo.
gathered a total of 104. Earnie Ross,
who lived in Denver, organized this
reunion. Earnie and his wife, Dorthy,
started a newsletter, The Photo Flash,
that went to all known 8th Photo vet-
erans and served as advertisement for
future reunions and kept members
informed about each other. Subse-
quent 8th Photo reunions have been
held each year in cities all over the
United States and have become well
organized and well attended.

“It is remarkable that the officers

and enlisted men of a single WWII
squadron continued to meet at a
reunion for 30 years. Like many other
WWII squadrons, the 8th Photo offi-
cers and men were a cross section of
America. After the war they distin-
guished themselves in business and in
the military. The first squadron com-
mander, Captain Karl Polifka, was on
the B/G list when he was Kkilled in
action in Korea and many of the offi-
cers reached the rank of Colonel.

“Dick Shipway has additional data
on the squadron numbers and his esti-
mates are about the best we can come
up with. There are 308 deceased
(includes 24 KIA in WWII). We believe
there are 68 veterans still alive. There
are, of course, a number of unlocated
8th PRS veterans — 340 in 1998 -- so
how many of them are still living is
anyone's guess.”

Back Row, L to R: Art Kreider, Buck Bukowski, Glen van de Sanett, Dick Shipway, Ray Ness, Harold Moffet, Cecil Rigshy, John
Nielsen. Front Row, L to R: Jim McEwan, Jim Barnes, Irving Roth, Manny Lebensfeld, Tom Farmer, Ken Thompson.
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Some Early History of the 8th PRS

From www.ozatwar.com/8pr.htm

he 8th Photographic Reconnais-
I sance Squadron (8th PR) of the
5th Air Force was formed at
March Field, Calif., on 1 February 1942
with three Officers and 28 enlisted
men. Nine more officers from the 4th
Mapping Squadron joined 8th PR on 7
March 1942. Another 40 volunteer
enlisted men from the 102nd Observa-
tion Squadron at Morrow Field also
joined the 8th PR at March Field. The
squadron originally consisted of three
Flights. A, B, and C. The three flights
were united in Australia after the unit
left March Field, in March and Febru-
ary of 1942.

“A” Flight was hurriedly transport-
ed to Australia aboard the S.S. Presi-
dent Coolidge on 19 March 1942. “A”
Flight arrived in Camp Pell, Mel-

bourne on 7 April 1942, and departed
for Camp Doomben, Brisbane on 24
April 1942. They only had four F-4
Lightning aircraft which were opera-
tional in late April and early May 1942
under the command of 1st Lieutenant
Karl L. "Pop" Polifka. He commanded
the 8th PR until November 1942 when
he was posted to Europe.

In April 1942, Polifka acquired a
B-24 Liberator and crew, which he
used to photograph the gathering of
the Japanese fleet at Rabaul.

“A” Flight left Camp Doomben for
Townsville on 2 May 1942. B and C
Flights arrived at Camp Murphy, Mel-
bourne, on 16 July 1942 aboard the S.S.
Matsonia, and departed for Townsville
on 27 July 1942. When they arrived in
Townsville A Flight was attached to
the 19th Bomb Group for administra-
tion purposes.

The picture of the 8th Photo was taken on 25 September 1943, near Port Moresby, New
Guinea, on the occasion of the promotion to First Lieutenant of Churchill, Ludtke and
Rigsby. The personnel, top left to right, are: Holton (Pilot), Leonhardt (Engineering
Officer), Fairbank (Mapping Engineer Liaison), Foster (Squadron Commander),
Chaseling (Australian Liaison), Tarkington (Eastman Kodak Visitor), Davis (Asst.
Engineering Officer), Garcelon (Personnel Officer), Dobbs (Pilot), Loos (Pilot), Clark
(Pilot), Gingrich (Mapping Engineer), Stark (Flight Surgeon), Sykes (Pilot), Blum
(Pilot), Vestal (Squadron Adjutant), Churchill (Pilot), Ludtke (Pilot), Rigsby (Pilot),

Board (Australian Army Liaison).

Photo courtesy 8th Photo Recon Assn.

The 8th Photo Reconnaissance
Squadron were flying out of the Stock
Route airfield while they were in
Townsville. Jim McEwan described it
as "a little dirt field that was located
down a short road leading from the
front of Garbutt Field. It was farm land
but later when | came down to
Townsville from Port Moresby to have
our B-17 repaired there were a few
large hangars on that little road."

The 8th Photo Recon. Sqg. set up
their photographic laboratory in a high
set house at 630 Sturt Street,
Townsville. Bud Sowers was the officer
in charge of the photo lab.

A number of pilots from the 8th
Photo Recce Squadron were living in a
house at 38 Stokes Street near the cen-
tre of the Townsville business area.

To learn more about the 8th PRS, go
to www.ozatwar.com/8pr.htm.

The host of the 8th Reunion was Cecil
Rigshy, assisted by his wife, Lorrenne
and other members of his family.

An 8th PRS F-4 at Stock Route airfield

near Townsville, Queensland, Aust.- 1942 p
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8th PRS Reunion — Con't. from p. 11
ke

Dancing was a favorite evening activity.
Cecil and daughters deferred to Marj & Bob as
Russell Wilson, Lisa Rigsby , Lorrenne & Cecil Aren't children fun! winners of the Jitterbug Contest!
Rigshy hard at work at the registration desk.

Janis & Harold Moffat Tom & Suzanne Farmer

Gertrude & Irvin Roth

-,

Jim Barnes (standing)
gives a math quiz to

Beth & Dick Shipway.

e

On tour at the former

Texas School Book

Depository.

After the tour of Nasher Sculpture Center: Ray
On tour at the Lockheed Martin factory, Ft. Worth, Texas. Ness, Jim Bames, Art Kreider and Jim McEwan.
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(3]

Lt. Col. Neil Woods, Commander 8th Flying
Training Sg. with Cecil Rigsby. Lt. Col.
Woods gave a presentation on the mission of
the 8th FTS at the Sunday Memorial Service.

Pilots of the 8th Flying Training Sq., arrived at Dallas in their T-6 Texans.
They continue the tradition of the WW I1 8th Photo Recon Sg.

. . . . Harrold Moffat and Claire Rigsby sing a duet at the
On tour: Lisa Rigsby enjoys Dallas’ Dorthy Ross, editor of the Flash, Memorial Service. He is goodgbu{ shegis beautiful
Pioneer Plaza Cattle Drive. with Ken & Temple Thompson. ' ’ '

Youth and their seniors: Pilots of the 8th PRS and the 8th Flying Training Squadron intermingle. Guess who would like to fly what?
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Recce Reunion XXIX
Branson, Missouri 2007

fter doing such a great job of hosting the Recce Branson has become reunion town USA and there were
Reunion at The Dells, LaVerne “Griff” Griffin and an abundance of shows and sights to see. It was one of
family agreed to host another one way off in Missouri. the best attended with nearly 140 happy souls. —BG

Tac Recce photos except as noted

Family-style breakfast
at the hotel lended itself
to some interesting
snapshots.

At the final banquet, Carlos Higgins introduces the host of the reunion,
LaVerne Griffin, and his family of assistants: daughters Janet, Martha and
Mary and son John. Will we ever find another group of workers that are as dedicated

f ith as the Griffin clan?
and fun to be with as the Griffin clan Glen Hellenga and Fran Brockhoff.

Evelyn McMahon, Donna Cling, Paul Myers Marj and Roger (of course)
Marilyn Myers and Dean Cling. and Emmett McMahon
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L4 Cindy Marshall and

Otis McCain have both
agreed they will work
for food but what kind
of work will they do?

Early arrivals — Marj Gould, Katherine Higgins, Higgins’ granddaughter,
Sara Wilson and Carlos Higgins.

Donna & BJ Martin,  Photo, Roger Brockhoff
Al Magazzine and Fran Brockhoff.

Helen & Al Brunstom with Pat & Tom Hollarn.

Don Olkiewicz, Jim Shipman and Bill Talley.

Sara, Katherine, Roger, Carlos, Bob, Marj, Fran, Jim and Cindy
have lunch at The Landing.

Wanda LeMay, Jan Mattison
and Janice McGregor.

A gang of eight make a visit to The Landing to watch the nightime water show. It was
delightful! Watching are Mary & Don Karges, Marj & Bob Gould,
Carlos & Katherine Higgins and Roger & Fran Brockhoff. Buck & Neta Blake. Fh
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Recce Reunion — Con’t. from p. 15
kb

John Auer, John Collins, Tom Foster and Gerry Dobberfuhl.

LaVerne Griffin: “Next thing | knew, the bear was coming in

the kitchen window and . . .

Branson is a city of shows
A long-time staple is the
Branson Belle cruise. High
winds kept us in dock, but it
was a superb experience. We
were amazed at the quality
of the show four people and
their guests could present.

Ray & Mary Duke Ramsey in line
for the Branson Belle.

Late-Night Entertainment

Entertainment on the Branson Belle was fun and more than we expected. “Sit down in front!”

-
BJ Martin, Roger
Brockhoff, Joe Whitt,
and Marv Reed.

—_—
Bob Sweet,

Don Hawkins and
John Collens

Jim & Jan Shipman

Marv Reed: “There | was; the car was flying through the
tops of the trees and | was bailing out the side window!”

16
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Visiting the Aviation Cadet Museum

Browsing among the airplanes at the Aviation Cadet Museum. Don Elwood poses by a Link trainer at the

Aviation Cadet Museum.

——— Banquet Speakers

Al Brunstrom explained the tap code method of

Visitors to the Aviation Cadet Museum at Eureka Springs, Ark. communication in Vietnamese prisons.
Paul McMiillen, Don Elwood, Roger Brockhoff, Arch Ethum, Vern Hurst,
Al Brunstrom and Bob Gould.

Marcella Dickens was able

to attend this reunion Bill Talley’s stores of survival and
Long-time friends posing for a so-long photo: thanks to son David and courage during Vietnamese torture and
Ginny Hare, Katherine Higgins and Marj Gould. daughter Pamela Sellar. imprisonment brought tears to many.

THAT’S ALL FOLKS. SEE YOU NEXT YEAR IN CHATTANOOGA
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RF-4 Reunion

Austin 2007

he first official RF-4 Reunion was

held in Austin, Texas on 12 - 14
Oct. 2007. It was hosted by Brian
“Spock” Young. He did a marvelous
job and had many more in attendance
than he expected. Here is Spock’s
thank you:

“l want to thank all those who
came to the reunion for making it
such a great time! We had close to 200
people for Thursday's reception, 40

Our host, Spock, is the center
of attention!

Don Karges with Nolan & Joy Stanford.

Tac Recce Photos

Marj Gould, Sammy Miyamasu and Cecil Rigsby.

golfers, over 100 people on the booze
cruise, about 80 for the pub crawl and
over 300 for the luau. This is far more
than | ever expected. The original
plan was just to meet five or six old
friends in Austin!” —BG

Glynn Burleson and Carlos Higgins.

Fran & Darleen Porch and
Donna Martin.

Reunions present an opportunity for long-time friends to have quiet dinner
gatherings as the Linscombs, Higgins and Goulds are doing here.

18
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4 3

The Austin Skyline

The Reunion banguet hall.

The sailing ship for the “Booze Cruise.”

Bob Osborne and his friend, Jean, with BJ Martin
and Horace Linscomb.
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ONCE UrPON A TIME — THE ACROJETS —

The pilot in the cockpit is Col. Leon Gray.
Standing on the right wing is Lt. Col. Jones E.
Bolt (right wing). Next to Bolt is Major Walter
K. Selenger (slot) and standing on the left wing
is 1/Lt. Michael Smolen (left wing).

Col. Leon Gray

Col. Leon W. Gray helped
found the Acrojets, a demon-
stration team based out of the
now-closed Williams Air
Force Base in Mesa, Ariz. The
group flew the Air Force's
first operational jet, the F-80.

—Courtesy The Arizona Daily Star
USAF Photos _

WiLLiAMS AFB, ARiz. — 1948 - 1953

n 1950, Gray became commander of the now-closed
Williams Air Force Base in Mesa and had a cameo role in
the movie "Air Cadet," which starred a young Rock Hudson
and chronicled the life of airmen learning to become pilots.
Beyond the brief on-camera role, Gray also performed all
the lead flying for the film. At the same time, Gray helped
create the Acrojets, one of the first military demonstration
teams to show off the Air Force's new jet fighters.
The Acrojets were disbanded during the height of the
Korean War, though many consider the group to be a precur-
sor to the Thunderbirds, established at Luke AFB in 1953.

Photos and captions contributed by Frank Meyer.
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