
TTHEHE

RREADEREADER

The Official Publication of the TAC Recce
Reunion Association — www.tacrecce.org

Fall 2005

RRECCEECCE
News and Views of TAC Recce from WWII to the Present

P
ho

to
 b

y 
30

3r
d 

T
R

S
q 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f 

F
ra

nk
 M

ey
er

Capt. Cecil T. Bush, 1st Lt. Billy G. Maples, 1st Lt. Edwin D. Stoltz 
and 1st Lt. Francis H. Meyer share an honor in 1954 (see p. 5)

“The Four Recceteers”“The Four Recceteers”
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The main feature of this issue is the Recce
Reunion that the Griffin clan hosted. They

did a superb job and were able to get a record number (in
recent years) of our Recce folks together. I probably had
more fun than I should have and met folks I hadn’t seen in
many years. After the reunion, we joined Carlos and
Katherine Higgins for our annual sightseeing tour visiting
the Oshkosh museum on a quiet Sunday. Gordon and
Marilyn Newman were there, too. Then it was off to see
the sights of Door county and a ferry ride to Washington
Island. As always, it was fun being with friends.

Two of my recent acquisitions are worthy of note. One
is a DVD, One Six Right —The Romance of Flying. It’s a doc-
umentary film that depicts the unsung history of aviation
– the local airport – by tracing the history and struggles of
Southern California’s Van Nuys Airport. The film has an
abundance of current aerial photography as well as his-
toric photos and film. This is about civil aviation rather
than military – except for seeing the California ANG P-51s,
F-86s a B-26, and a U-2. Oh, yes, the Pregnant Guppy
dropped in. More information is at www.onesixright.com.
You can buy the DVD at Van Nuys airport, if you happen
to be passing by, or from Sporty’s Pilot Shop on line
(www.sportys.com/onesixright) or call 800-776-7897. The
cost is $15.95 plus shipping.

A book that will have a special place in my library is
Ghosts of The Great War, Aviation in World War One by
Philip Makanna. Produced for the American Air Museum
in Britain by the group that publishes the Ghosts 
calendars, the photography is spectacular, including 
historic photos of many of the aces of WW I. I was able to
acquire a copy that included a CD of the sounds of the
complete flight of five WW I aircraft from takeoff, to 
fly-bys landing and shutdown. It was interesting to listen
to a Gnome rotary engine that operated at a constant RPM.
For simplicity, some models dispensed with throttles,
exhaust piping, fuel pumps and oil coolers. More info is at
http://aam.iwm.org.uk/server/show/ConWebDoc.3134.
The book is available (without the CD) at Amazon.com for
$40 plus shipping.
Late News

While working on this issue, I’ve learned that Cecil
Bush, pictured on the cover of this issue, and for a long
time on our list of the missing, has passed away. An email
message was received from Diane Pawling, daughter of
Verl “Pete” Taylor. Verl and Cecil were in pilot training
together at Eagle Pass, Texas and later in the 45th TRS in
Korea. Diane found a death notice (no obituary) in the
Panama City, Fla., newspaper. It listed his death as May
19, 2004. So long Cecil; it was nice knowing you. 

—Bob Gould

Of This and That

ABLE — As you can tell from Bob’s pictures and prose
about the Wisconsin Reunion, it was very well done. We
greatly appreciated the work of the Griffin family in 
putting it all together. They deserve high praise! And 
Bob Gould deserves our ongoing high praise for all his
time and work in producing these Recce Readers. As one
reader put it, “When I get a stack of mail with the Recce
Reader in it, I read the whole thing, every word, before
touching any of the rest of the mail.”

BAKER — Roger Wilkes reminds us, in his “Memories
of the 302nd” article in this issue, that “aging and its toll
are now catching up with us.” The truth of that strikes
home when we read through the section on Health
Reports and obits. These things can make ya’ think.

CHARLIE — Makes me think of back when, as an 
Aviation Cadet, we’d all have to jump up, shave and
shower and clean the latrine, dress in a just-right uniform,
make the bed just so, and be ready for a rigid inspection –
all within five minutes. Or back during the Cold War, on
alert, asleep in the barracks when the claxon would go off.
We’d get our suits and boots on, race to the plane in a blue
Ford wagon, get strapped in and started up, and be in
number one, ready for take-off, all in about four minutes.
Now, it takes me about that long to sort our my day’s
ration of pills.

DOG gone it. Makes me think about some of us 
now-a-days, when we reach for something simple, but
grab the wrong thing momentarily. That kind of reaction
probably wouldn’t have been all that helpful in our 
glory days, back when we “wheeled and soared and
swung . . . . in the delirious burning blue,” in hot pursuit
of something, or running like Hell from something else.
Anyway, I like to think I could still fly cozy-tight 
formation, including take-offs and landings and air 
refueling, with nary a bobble. But the Air Force is probably
wise in not letting us use their airplanes any more.

EASY does it. Back to the Health Reports. George
Cowgill laments in his note about drooling and leaking
fluids. Is that new? Does anyone remember George NOT
drooling and leaking fluids Friday night at the club?

—Carlos Higgins

“A glorious death!
Fight on and fly on to the last drop of blood
and the last drop of petrol
– to the last beat of the heart and the last kick of the
motor; a death for a knight
– a toast for his fellows, friend and foe”

– von Richthofen referring to a British B.E.2c 
flying with a dead crew.

from Ghosts, the Great War, 

Aviation in World War One
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Recce Chronicles Ñ 
Anyone who believes you canÕt change history has never tried to write his memoirs. ÑDavid Ben Gurion

We were members of the 10th Fighter Interceptor
Squadron, an experimental USAF reserve unit

referred to as a Òcorollary unitÓdesignated as the 10th Fight-
er Interceptor Squadron. We were a parasite unit attached to
the 336th Squadron of the 4th Fighter. Wing at Langley AFB
in early 1950 just as they received their first F-86s. 

We checked out in the F-86 along with the 336th and flew
with them until they wer e sent to Korea the latter part of 1950.

A couple of guys from our unit wer e recalled to active
duty immediately and went to Kor ea with the 4th. Fourteen
of our unit wer e recalled to active duty Jan. 1, 1951 and the
10 of us in the picture joined the 15th TRS.

The 15th was based at K-2 (Taegue) when we arrived but
moved up to K-14 (Kimpo) in Aug. 1951. The picture was
taken at K-14 shortly after we arrived ther e.

ÑBill Nimmo, nimmo@shentel.net

OO NENE UU PONPON AA TT IMEIME Ñ 15Ñ 15 THTH TRS TTRS T IDEWIDEW AA TERTER MM ENEN Ñ K-14, KÑ K-14, K OREAOREA Ñ 1951Ñ 1951

Tidewater Men Called Eyes of the Far East Air Force
These 10 jet flyers, all from Norfolk, Virginia Beach or Newport News, have changed a tactical reconnaissance squadron
in Korea from a Texas outfit to one with a Tidewater, Virginia personality. The Air Force reservists were called to active duty
with the 10th Fighter Interceptor Squadron early this year and have helped give their wing the nickname ÒEyes of the Far
East Air ForceÓ with their work in unarmed RF-80 ÒShooting StarÓ photo reconnaissance planes. They are (kneeling, left to
right) First Lt. James W. Nimmo, First Lt. Harold C. Hoy, First Lt. Ray H. Wilson, First Lt. William, F. Gibson, and First Lt.
Clarence M. Murphy; (standing left to right) First Lt. James H. Hanson, First Lt. Dick Harden, Second Lt. Ashley Eledge,
First Lt. Jesse O. Sandlin and First Lt. Everett D. Terry. Ñ From the Norfolk Virginain-Pilot, Sept, 21 1951 
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Wrong Landing
By Dave Britt

On a deployment to RAF Coltishall,
UK fr om Shaw AFB, S.C., circa

1982, one of our pilots, with an IP in
the rear seat, landed at a local airport
with 2500 feet of runway, which was
five miles short of the actual destina-

tion. The article in the local British
newspaper said that his landing made
the local field a new ÒinternationalÓ
airport. The pr ess had a lot of fun with
that one. 

Thanks, Dave. Reminds me of a recce
pilot in Japan, circa 1955, who landed at
Tachikawa thinking it was Yokota. He
barely got stopped before running off the
end of the runway. He got a royal razzing
(and a chewing) when he got home. 

ÑBob Gould
More Chronicles on page 18


