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Notes from Austin

Down The Pike We Go
M ark Twain was about a hundred years ahead of most
of us in our Recce group. He was born in 1835. We
had our Vietnam; for Mark, a hundred years earlier, it was
the War Between The States. While living in Nevada and
California during that bloody war, Mark honed his writing
skills for his fame of later years. His early trips to the West
Coast were either by way of a tortuous stagecoach trip
across the then unfriendly Western territories, or by boat
down to the Panama area, by horse and carriage overland
there, and then by boat up to California. A mighty long
and treacherous trip.

In 1869, when Mark was 34, he witnessed the opening
of train service coast to coast. That cut the travel time to
about a week. He took full advantage of speedy train
travel, and remarked upon the huge and impressive
progress he had witnessed in his lifetime.

Mark (born as Samuel Clemens) died in 1910. If he
could’ve stuck around another 50 years, he would’ve
really been impressed. For example, he could have com-
pared his long trips across these United States to what
some of our own Recce members did in the Sun Run in
Nov. of 1957. Lt. Gus Klatt made it across the United States
in 3 hours and 7 minutes in the RF-101 Voodoo - a favorite
flying machine to many of us.

By the way, for those of you who might think 2004 is
unique for the contentious debate about our country’s
politics and role in world affairs, just go back 100 years.
Read a little about the turmoil of those years and about an
aggressive contemporary of Mark’s by the name of Teddy
Roosevelt. The two knew one another very well, and
Mark, although he greatly respected President Roosevelt,
was nonetheless highly critical of many of his policies. But
that should be no great surprise. Much of Mark Twain’s
fame and fortune was the product of his humorous
contempt for all politicians.

Our country survived those years of turmoil quite well,
though, and it’ll survive these years too. It’ll be just fine.

Mark’s grandfather probably lived much the same as
did his ancestors for generations before. But what a
change during Mark’s lifetime. And that was nothing
compared to the changes in our own lifetimes. What
would Mark say about the Internet, space travel, cell
phones with cameras, etc., etc. and etc. And what will
they think of next?

Advances in health care and medications are allowing
many of us to live and remain active longer than we
expected. Being here long enough to watch our
grandchildren pick up the reins is plenty of incentive to
stick around and all the high-tech change yet to come is
just a bonus.

So enjoy the ride — including the passionate but healthy
political debate that goes hand-in-hand with freedom in
our great country. We are blessed!

—Carlos Higgins

Editor’s Thrust

VA Experiences

e’ve all read the negative vibes about the VA from

the politicos and the news media, so | expected that
my visit to the Kansas City VA Hospital (my first in 31
years) might not be a pleasant experience. | was wrong.
I had an appointment for an Agent Orange Registry Exam.
It involved an interview with a nurse practitioner and an
extensive physical exam. Everyone | came in contact with
was friendly, helpful and polite. If you served in Vietham
between 1962 and 1975, and have not had an Agent
Orange Registry Exam, I’d suggest you do so. The VA is
especially encouraging Vietnam veterans with type 2
diabetes to participate. The VA will presumptively
recognize Type 2 (mellitus) diabetes as service connected.

You can get more information from a VA Hospital or at

www1.va.gov/agentorange/.

Burial Records on the Web

In April 2004, the National Cemetery Administration
brought the Nationwide Gravesite Locator online making
3.2 million burial records available to the public on the
Internet. These records — dating to the Civil War — include
burials at the VA’s 120 national cemeteries and some state
veterans cemeteries. It also includes those buried in
Arlington National Cemetery after 1999. You can find the
site at www.cem.va.gov. —Bob Gould

Book Review

Photographic Aerial Reconnaissance and Interpretation
Korea, 1950-1952 — Yokota Air Base, Japan; Taegu and
Kimpo Air Bases, Korea. By Ben Hardy and Duane Hall.
124 pp., illus, ISBN 0-89745-275-5, $25.95 softcover. Sunflower Uni-
versity Press, PO Box 1009, Manhattan, KS 66505; 800-258-1232;
www.sunflower-univ-press.org.

ifty years after the Korean War, Ben Hardy and Duane

Hall, photo interpreters in that conflict, could proudly say,
“We were the first to know.” Photo interpreters provided
volumes of intelligence information, completing the pilot’s
actions, for many of the Korean operations including the
Inchon landing and the Sukchon/Sunchon paratroop cam-
paigns. While the cover photo may imply that the book is
SAC oriented, inside you’ll
find that Tac Recce is amply
covered and liberally illus-
trated. In fact, the authors
have dedicated the book to
Col. Karl L. “Pop” Polifka,
who was commander of the
67th TRW at the time. The
authors have done a great job
of telling how it was done
with vivid reminders of that
bleak era. I'm pleased to have
it in my library. —BG

en Hardy
it Lhurcinne Harll

Fakots ABBAAE Tein
Taequ and Kimpo Air Bases, Korea
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VOODOO

REUNION
Nashville 2004

Photos, Voodoo Pilot® Assn. and Ted Feitag

By Chuck Lustig

wo hundr ed sixteen members of
I the Voodoo Pilots Association
gathered on May 20, 2004, at the
Airport Marriott Hotel in Nashville for
the three-day 2004 eunion and a good
time was had by all. Several members
showed up a day or two early to take
in some of the many attractions avail-
able in the Nashville area. Several
diehard golfers made an early appear-
ance to play at one of the local courses
on Thursday in a match set up by
Carlos Higgins. The prize for the
longest distance traveled is a draw
between Jim & Drenna Phillips who
came from Hawaii, and Nigel &
Margreet Walpole, who came from
England to once again enjoy associat
ing with such a distinguished gr oup.

Scheduled events commenced on
Friday with some taking the guided
tour of The Hermitage, Andr ew Jack
sonOs plantation Another lar ge group
took the luncheon cruise aboad the
General Jackson, a stern wheel show
boat on the Cumberland river. Friday
evening we enjoyed an outdoor barbe-
cue prior to an 1830 departure for a
live performance of the Grand OIO
Opry. A total of 195 attended this live
radio broadcast and our group was
recognized by the announcer during a
commercial break.

SaturdayOs tours wee about evenly
divided between the Opryland Hotel
and the Jack Daniels Distillery. The
hotel has to be seen to be believed. It

boasts a nine-ace indoor garden
under a huge glass dome complete
with a river and boat rides. Lunch was
served at one of the many restaurants
in the garden area. The Jack Daniels
tour lasted about an hour after which
we were treated to a barbecue and
music by a live bluegrass band. The
distillery is in a dry county so they
canOt sell their poduct, therefore, they
give it away to all who want to sample
their fine pr oduct.

We had no speaker for the Satur
day-evening banquet, opting for a
piano player instead. The food was

Reunion host Chuck Lustig with Murph,
his lovely wife and able assistant.

excellent and numerous door prizes
were given after the meal was fin-
ished. As usual, Marv Reed was on
hand to close the hospitality suite
some time after 2400. The Sunday-
morning br eakfast buffet had 195
attendees. After br eakfast it was time

to say goodbye until the
next time.

The biggest news flash
of the reunion happened at the
farewell breakfast when Dick
Reese announced that he and his long
time companion, Jane Snyder were
going to be married the next day. The
wedding was held in Franklin, T enn.
and went off without a hitch. So, itOs
congratulations to Dick and Jane.

The hotel staff and the tour compa-
ny were a pleasute to work with, and |
also had an excellent supporting cast to
help with the details. First, Don Kar ges
took care of the mailings and several
other smaller items.

Mike and Diane Tschida, who live
near Nashville, were real workhorses.
Diane watched the sales and bought all
the snacks, cups and soft drinks for the
hospitality suite. Their house looked
like a SamOs wahouse. Mike persuad-
ed (maybe conned is a better word) his
professional friends to donate many of
the items that went into the goodie bags
and one company donated the bags
themselves. Joyce Vdod helped Murph
at the registration desk and finally , Scot
ty Schoolfield was on hand to pick up
any slack that presented itself.

In summary, we had a great time.
The facility was top notch and the
weather was perfect b CA/U b the
entire weekend.

Next year, the event will be in
Kansas City beginning 21 April, host -
ed by Jerry Miller with the able assis-
tance of Bob Gould.
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