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Several pages of this issue have been used for
photographic memories of two memorable

reunions. Because of family commitments, Marj and I
weren’t able to attend the Voodoo Reunion, but I’ve heard
a great and memorable time was had by all, thanks to
hosts Bob and Irene Archibald. 

We were able to participate in the Recce Reunion in
Dayton. I want to personally thank all the folks who
attended the Voodoo dinner. The final count was 91 and I
know who 90 of them were. 

This was my fourth visit to the Air Force Museum. It was
nice to see Voodoo 166 again. A g roup of Voodoo drivers
and families had dinner around this bird in 1994 and I have
the photo to prove it. We found a veteran RF-4C, that was
new to me. 

The bird
that I was most
i n t e rested in
was the RF-
8 6 F. It is still in
the Restoration
H a n g a r, but it’s
taking shape.
Sam Dickens
noted that it
has the wro n g
wings. These
RF-86s did not
have slats. I’ve learned from Maj. Gen. Metcalf that the
Museum is aware of the error and is attempting to locate
the correct wings.

B e f o re we left, we went to the Dayton-Wright Bro t h e r s
Airport for my ride in the Wright B Flyer re p roduction 
a i rcraft. The original Wright B Flyer was a two-seater
designed for training and reconnaissance. The re p ro d u c t i o n
a i rcraft is modeled after a highly-modified machine that
was originally a Model B, but was later fitted with ailero n s ,
a more powerful engine along with improved controls and
landing gear. I was told that the original Model B was made
out of wood and fabric, had a 10-hp engine and weighed
about 1,000 lbs. The re p roduction B is made of aluminum
and steel with fabric covering, has a 225-hp Lycoming
engine and weighs 3,400 lbs.

My pilot allowed me to handle the controls, including
t a k e o ff and landing, while he handled the throttle. The 43-
second flight cost
me less than $3.50
per second.

It takes off at
about 40 mph,
cruises at 60 mph
and lands at 45
mph. You can
learn more at
www.-wright-b-
flyer.org. —BG

Bob (l) in the Wright B Flyer as Don
S t roud (LT C U S A F Ret.) starts the engine.

The RF-86F in the Air Force Museum
Restoration Hangar.

Let ‘Em Know the Score!

Those magnificent (Recce) flying machines
and the men who flew them. (Did women

ever fly Recce?) Anyway, that’s still the major theme in
this publication. Another theme keeps growing, though,
and that’s all about the lives and health of all of us in the
Recce community.

When some of us encounter setbacks in our health, a
common attitude is reluctance to “burden” others with our
problems. But that tack misses a very important point: We
in the Recce community care a lot about our fellow fliers
and friends. We want to know what’s happening; We want
to be allowed to offer timely encouragement and support.

Ed Lucas has it right! In the letter on his behalf in this
edition, Ed’s prognosis is said to be “not good.” So Ed
“agrees that it is time to inform his friends.” Under the
best of circumstances, life is too uncertain to do otherwise.
So thanks, Ed Lucas, for letting us know, and for pointing
the way for all of us in letting friends know. Our thoughts
are with you. 
Newsletter Support!

This is an excellent newsletter, thanks to Bob Gould.
Aside from helping us all maintain contact with so many
of our Recce friends, it serves as a major means for collect-
ing and preserving the history of manned Recce. But
there’s a cost involved, and it’s considerable. To cover 
the printing, postage, etc, for future issues, you’re being
asked to pay an annual subscription fee of $10. You’re not
limited to $10, though. If you place a high value on this
Newsletter effort and want to contribute a bit more, feel
free. (And, by the way, Bob’s only pay is in the personal
satisfaction he gets from providing this service to you, 
and in the appreciation you show.)
Memorials and Tributes

John Stavast has suggested that we follow the lead of
some similar military newsletters and include a page for
memorials and tributes. This would offer opportunity for
family and friends to express to the Recce community
their appreciation and admiration for individuals,
squadrons, etc., or to simply remember loved ones from
within the Recce community. There would be a modest
charge, which would be used to support The Recce Reader.
What say you?
Voodoo Reunion 2004

For next Spring’s Voodoo reunion in Nashville, the
hosts have put together a program which will surely
please even the old curmudgeons among us. It’ll be a 
fine opportunity for Voodoo friends from all over to get
together and reminisce. Anyone can encourage particular
groups to attend, and maybe have a special group dinner
or some sort during the reunion. So here’s a little note to
the Upper Heyford gang: Put this reunion on your 2004
schedule and let’s have a very special Upper Heyford
gathering. —Carlos Higgins
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Recce Reunion XXV
By Roger S. Wilkes 

The 2003 Tac Recce Reunion is
over and I assume it was enjoyed
by all as I received many favor-

able comments and nary a complaint.
There were 220 plus attendees and
most of them spent their days cruising
t h rough the displays in the newly
expanded Air Force Museum hangars.
Exhibits based on time frames – the
early days, World War II and the Cold
War Years – were excellent. The place-
ment of several of the aircraft in diora-
mas with appropriately dressed man-
nequins is outstanding. Who of us
could not relate to the setting of the
damaged PT-19 with the student pilot
in a “brace” and the instructor right in
his face? I personally couldn’t get over
the paint jobs on the 1930’s Curtiss P-6
Hawk biplane and the Boeing P-26
Peashooter. They look quite different
from today’s USAF aircraft. 

Then, of course, there is the new
hangar - HUGE - sheltering a B-36, a B-
52 and many smaller aircraft. It
reminded me of the US Navy Dirigible
hangar at Lakehurst, N.J., when my
Dad took me there in the early ‘30s. It
housed the USS Akron and the USS
Los Angeles. 

A museum hangar, that years ago
housed the restoration area, now hous-
es the Presidential aircraft from the

Douglas C-54 used by
Roosevelt through the
Boeing 707 used by both
Kennedy and Johnson.
Also in that hangar, are
the “X” planes that
never made it to produc-
tion status. Of interest to
us Recce pukes is the
RF-84F with a pair of
c o n t r a - rotating pro-
pellers in the nose,
which gave it the dis-
tinction of being the
loudest aircraft ever.

The WW I war birds (Dawn Patro l )
show was well worth watching and the
pilots/owners were eager to converse.
All in all, it was a great experience. 

The presentation by the museum
d i re c t o r, re t i red Maj. Gen. Charles 
Metcalf, brought us up to date on the
progress made during the past few
years and gave us a peek at what the
future portends. 

I had only one gripe with the
Marriott. The size of the Hospital-
ity Suite should have been larger.
If, early on, we would have had a
handle on the number of those
planning to attend, we could
have had more space. The hotel
was amenable to our requests for
space for the evening mini gath-
erings of the RF-4 crews and the

Voodoo drivers. The attendance on
both nights was great. Hopefully, we
can do this again at future reunions. 

On re reading this, I do re m e m b e r
one complaint by a guy I don’t know,
whose comment to me (as best I
remember) was: “Roger, for @#$%*
sake, if you are going to sing, take some
lessons.” See you next year in Cocoa
Beach (and I won’t sing).

Those who entered the hospitality room had to pass by
guys at least as bad as these three – Doug Yates, Dick
Reese and Scotty Schoolfield.

Ladies of the Ramstein 38th Squadron, L-R: Linda Gary,
Jan McGregor, Charleen Wilhelm, Pat Hassman, 
Jan Matteson and Wanda LeMay.

Happy memories, L-R: Jerry Rogers, Dick Reese, Mike Tschida
and Joe Kuhlmann, Jr.

Two full-scale Fokker Dr.1 “Tripes” of the Dawn
P a t rol pass each other on the AF M u s e u m ’s grass
strip during the 100-Years-of-Flight celebration.
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Lovely ladies Patri -
cia Metcalf, Marj
Gould, Mary 
Dickens and
Katherine Higgins.

Dick & Jane are entertained by 
Al & Marv.

Dick Bidlack presents a long lost Air Medal to
Roger Brockhoff.

Marv Reed and Carlos Higgins

Cheers from John Stavast.

Mike & Diane Tschida

Don Karges and Bob Archibald

Bob Sweet with Ginny
& “Rabbit” Hare

Clyde East discusses air
tactics with Bob Sweet
and Ray Schrecengost.

The Museum’s RF-4C, a Hanoi
and Desert Storm veteran, is suit -
ably autographed by the 117th
TRS, Birmingham, Ala. 
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Upper Heyford was well represented.

Jerry Rogers at the podium at Voodoo dinner.

Bill & Janie Laster and family.

Patricia Metcalf, 
Maj. Gen. Charles Metcalf

and Roger Wilkes.

Maj. Gen. Charles Metcalf,
guest of honor and speaker at
final banquet.

Dave & Charleen Wilhelm.

Recce Reunion XXV
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Mandy Wylie and Marj Gould. Sun Run veterans Bob Sweet, Bob Burkhart, Don Hawkins
and Ray Schrecengost.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the 38th TRS.

Mike Tipton’s rendition of “Taps” brought tears
to many eyes.

Janice & Miles McGregor with Bob Kuhl.
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Memories of Voodoo Pilot’s Reunion 2003
Santa Rosa , Calif., May 15-18

Host and Hostess, Bob & Irene Archibald with Clyde East.

Harry Hagenbrock, Bob McGroarty and Don Lang.

Cheryl Yeager,
Del Light,

Nancy Yeager
and 

Patty Light. 

The bar is still the most popular gathering place. 

All bussed up for another tour: Del Light, Marion & Don
Lang and Murph (peeking) & Chuck Lustig.Dan Doughty and D. Willson

Irene, Bob and son
Paul Archibald, 
preparing the cast
replica model of Clyde’s
“‘Lil Margaret” 
WW II P-51 (F-6) for
presentation. Paul
acted as ass’t. host 
and general 
all-around helper.

By Bob Archibald

The theme was “Voodoo Reunion in the Wine Country. ”
In all, 98 Voodoo members and wives attended. We had

a very active tour schedule to many diff e rent wineries in
d i ff e rent appellations of Sonoma County: Russian River
Va l l e y, Dry Creek Va l l e y, Alexander Va l l e y, Valley of the
Moon, and Sonoma Valley – as well as Bodega Bay. 

There was a very small contingent of golfers who ran
their own game after I set up tee times. 

Our guest of honor was Clyde East accompanied by his
son, Dennis. Clyde gave an outstanding speech re c a l l i n g
his care e r, which largely told the story of Tac Recce itself.

The mistakes were at a minimum and the enjoyment
seemed to be high by all. Lots of stories were told, songs
sung, and memories shared.
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Clyde East,
guest of honor
and banquet
speaker, is
shown here
with his son,
Dennis.

Marv Reed, Clyde East, Chuck Lustig and George Swagel Mae Swagel and Donna Kresheck Stangle

Andy Bone,
Ed Lucas and
Mae Swagel.

The 45th TRS and their Polka Dot jackets. Learn the secrets
of these jackets in a future issue of The Recce Reader.

Sam Clarke and Marv Reed.

Joyce Wood, Mary
Karges, Joan
Miller and Murph
Lustig.
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Memories of Voodoo Pilot’s Reunion 2003

Lustig, Light and Swanson telling war stories (lies?).

Marian Lang, BJ Porter, Mae Swagel
and Audrey Fields.

Murph Lustig, Carolyn Rogers, Jake Sorensen, Mary
Karges and Jerry Rogers.

Clyde East and Bob Archibald
admire the details on the
model of “Lil Margaret.”

George Swagel, Pete Swanson and Ed Lucas.

Bob Archibald has restocked
his wine cellar to ensure
he’ll have enough for the

next Voodoo Reunion.

Randy McNicholas, Ed Lucas and
Marilyn Newman.

Attentive dinner listeners.
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RECCE REUNION XXVI
14 – 17 OCTOBER, 2004
COMFORT INN HOTEL

COCOA BEACH, FLORIDA
Rates: $70 (standard), $80 (efficiency), $95 (suite)

Activities
Thursday afternoon
• Golf Tournament
• Visit NASA Kennedy Space Center
Friday
• Visit Orlando attractions:
Disneyland, Sea World, Universal Studios
• Visit NASA Kennedy Space Center
• Visit Daytona Race Track
Saturday
• Visit local attractions such as an air boat ride,
shopping at Patrick AFB and others to be determined. 
Saturday night
• Dinner will be at Patrick AFB Officers Club
Sunday
• Brunch at the hotel hotel
Open Evenings
• Unit dinners can be held at several near-by hotels. 

Please let me know if you want to set up something.
Our hotel does not have a restaurant but many are

located close by.

We are looking at ways to meet you at the Orlando 
airport for people arriving on Thursday and 

assisting in transportation to Cocoa Beach. We will be
asking you for your flight and arrival times. 

Some of you will be cruising both before and after
our reunion and we will ask for that information 

so we might be able to help. 

For cruise information call: 
Jan Bancroft, Agape Travel; 800-839-6955.

Your Recce Reunion XXVI committee is: 
Jim Marshall, Howard Peckham, 

Diane Beitzel Mars and Jim Ketchum. 
For more information or reunion questions 

Contact: 
Jim Marshall, 960 Wildwood Dr., Melbourne, FL 32940

321-242-6730; <Jmarshall109@cfl.rr.com>

VOODOO REUNION 2004
20 – 22 MAY, 2004

NASHVILLE MARRIOTT

NASHVILLE, TENN.
Rate: $79 per night, good for three days prior to and

following our reunion
Hospitality Suite on the first floor 

The hotel is 5 minutes from the airport. 
On-call transportation to the hotel is free.

The tours available and approximate cost per person:

• The Grand Ole Opry (3 Hours) — $38
You don’t want to miss this one. We will be seated

together for the 1930 performance of the Opry.

• Jack Daniels Distillery and Shindig (6 Hours) — $47
Shindig includes a barbecue buffet complete with all the

fixins’ and free JD with mixers or beer. There will also
be a performance by the Jack Daniels Band to put you in

a foot-stompin’ mood.

• Lunch On The General Jackson (4 Hours) — $45
A midday four-hour cruise on Cumberland River

aboard the largest showboat in the world. The cruise
features Nashville’s hottest daytime show,

“Now That’s Country.”

• The Hermitage (4 Hours) — $23
Tour of the President Andrew Jackson manor guided by

costumed historical interpreters. Following the tour
there will be free time at the Opryland Hotel for lunch

on your own. 

• Opry Mills and Opryland Hotel — $10 ro u n d - t r i p
For those who prefer to stay close to home or don’t
want a formal tour there is the Opry Mills Shopping

Center and the Opryland Hotel lobby. Opry Mills con-
tains over 200 establishments, including IMAX, Bass

P ro Shop and numerous specialty retailers and re s t a u-
rants. Within walking distance of Opry Mills is The
Opryland Hotel, a nine-acre facility complete with a
r i v e r, waterfall and boat ride, all under cover. Yo u

have to see it to believe it. 

Contact: 
Chuck Lustig, 2353 Mt. Vernon Dr., Sumter, SC 29154

803-499-4098; <vulturebait@earthlink.net>

1st Tac Recon Sq. 1965-1969 era
Any members interested in a future get together please

Contact:
Pete Dubay, 633 Robin Dr., Georgetown, SC 29440

843-545-1221; <pdubay@sc.rr.com> 

Reunions
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Health Report
Health Reports

As a physician who is board certi-
fied in both preventive medicine and
anti-aging medicine, I read with abid-
ing interest the health reports of fellow
Tac Recce members. I pray often with
them in mind. I would admonish all
members to be introspective and do a
self assessment of their health status,
and through lifestyle changes and/or
proper intervention reduce their risk of
illness and pre m a t u re disability or
death. The return on investment for
wellness efforts is compelling.

—Robert P. Belihar, M.D., M.P.H. 
Brigadier General USAF (Ret.)

17th Tac Recce Sq (1971-74) 
<RBELIHAR@aol.com>

Ed Lucas
Ed Lucas was diagnosed with liver

cancer about a year ago and has under-
gone the normal chemo routines for this
type of cancer. Ed has seen lots of ups
and downs during the past year and has
not wanted his condition to be widely
known. But he agrees that it is time to
inform his friends. He is back in the hos-
pital and the prognosis is not good. He
could use all of our prayers and it
would help to send a card or letter of
encouragement. His address is: 2005
McArthur Dr, Jacksonville, AR 72076.

Most of you remember that Ed, Pete
Swanson and Dick Corbett put togeth-
er the Voodoo pilot’s reunion concept
that we all enjoy. Pete is keeping close
tabs on Ed’s condition and can be
reached at 214-870-1009. Ed’s email is
<Ed@oneoldwonder.com>

Robert Wolfe
Rob fell down in our steep drive-

way on Sun. 19 October. He was on
crutches and his legs just gave out on
him. He landed on his right side and
shattered the femur. Late Tues. they
did surgery and put in a steel plate, a
steel rod and lots of screws. They did
not cast it (with all the nuts and bolts,
who needs one!) The following Sat.
they transported him to Health South
for rehab. The daily 80-mile trip to
Fayetteville is getting old.

His recovery is very slow because
he also injured his right shoulder so he

cannot use the walker. He cannot put
any weight on the broken leg and the
left leg is the one that had a knee
replacement three years ago. So, that’s
where we are. --Sally Wolfe 

<Wolfeworks@webtv.net>

Les Alumbaugh
Les Alumbaugh had a heart attack

on 18 Nov at his home in Virginia. As
of 24 Nov, he was still in the Fairfax
hospital recovering from a stint proce-
dure. Les was CO of the RF-4 training
squadron at Shaw in the late 60s, then
later he had a tour at TAC HQ in the
DOO area. Les and Pat live at 1430
Filene Ct., Vienna, VA 22182; 703-938-
3612; lstralmb@aol.com.

-- Soupy Campbell 
<SupyC@aol.com>

Onalee J. Norman
Col. Raymond L. (Budd) Norman,

has advised us that his wife, Onalee,
s u ff e red a serious silent heart attack
earlier this year. It was like a bad case of
the flu, with no pain and no re c o v e r y. In
June she had a bivent pacemaker
installed and it has helped somewhat.
In spite of all the travail of the past year
she has maintained a positive attitude
and is looking forward to the future. 

Budd and Onalee live at 1605 Spring
Lane, Brandon, FL 33510; <normanrl-
@ e a r t h l i n k . n e t >

Bob Hill
Bob Hill is recovering from treat-

ment for prostate cancer. Soon to have
cataract surgery. Getting old isn’t easy!
Bob lives in Westcliffe, Colo. 

—Harriet Hill 
<HattiBelle@charter.net>

Ron Haynes 
Though most have not met him, I

know that many Recce people know
his name. Ron was a long time engi-
neer at RADC, now called AFRL Rome
(NY), who worked “behind the
scenes” developing or helping to
develop many of the reconnaissance
and surveillance systems we used in
our Tac Recce careers. Ron’s last major
success before retiring was an integrat-
ed, multi-service U.S. - NATO system

for digital imagery interoperability.
Ron had cancer surgery at the Rome

Memorial Hospital on 19 Nov 2003.
Please join us in praying for his com-
plete and speedy recovery. Ron and his
wife Lois’ e-mai l address is
RBHaynes@aol.com. 

—Lt. Col. Tom Galayda 
<THOMGALAY@aol.com>

Clyde Voss
Clyde is a 15th TRS Korean Recce

veteran. His son, Don, advises that
Clyde was was admitted to the hospi-
tal on Dec. 2, 2003, with pneumonia.
The good news is, he is doing much
better and there is a possibility he
could come home soon. This all came
about as a result of his weakened
immune system caused by the
chemotherapy he has received to treat
his leukemia. Clyde and his wife, Priss,
are at home at 6816 Locklenna Ln.,
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4628
<CKV8@aol.com>

Audrey Corbett
Audrey was recently hospitalized

because of two falls. She is now in a
rehab facility. Her new phone number
is 210-575-1409. She moves slowly and
is slow to answer, so let it ring.

Audrey Fields 
<AUDREYFIELDS@aol.com>

As an Royal
Air  Forc e

exchange pilot,
Nigel Walpole, flew Voodoos at Shaw.
He has written a four-page story of the
dramatic air-sea rescue of Norm 

Huggins after he
was shot down
near Hanoi. Norm
made it to the
w a t e r, but he had
a gun battle with
the NVN before a
U S A F A l b a t ro s s ,
assisted by Navy
Skyraiders, re s-

cued him. It’s a great story, well written
and with lots of pics. It’s in the Dec.
2003, issue of F l y P a s t.—BG

Recce in Print
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15th Tac Recon Sq —Kadena Air Base, Okinawa Photos by Carl Overstreet

Carl Overstreet Bruce & Carolyn Matthews and family

Linwood Roberts Donald Lang and friend Vicki & Mark Stephenson and family

Earl & Ellen Butts

Recce in Print

Doug Gordon, an
English wri ter

who has fearlessly pro-
moted Tac Recce, has
revealed the now unclas-
sified secrets of the RB-
57As assigned to “Oper-
ation Heart Throb” in
the Jan. 2004, issue of
FlyPast magazine. Yo u

will recognize many of the
names: Jim Bryant, Bill
Gafford, Joe Guthrie, Lou Pic-
ciano, and others. It was a
short program, but it had its
re w a rds and thrills in the
Pacific and in Europe. Find
the mag, it’s worth the read.
If you can’t find FlyPast at your newsstand
you can order it from www.flypast.com. —BG

Bill Gafford and
Joe Guthrie in
full flight gear

wearing 
partial-pressure
suits, survival

suits, Mae Wests
and parachutes. 

ONCE UPON A TIME – 1961
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Dorothy Gardenhire 
Dorothy “Dot” Galloway Garden-

hire, 71, wife of Lt. Col. William S. Gar-
denhire, died Friday October 10, 2003,
at Tuomey Regional Medical center,
Sumter, S.C. 

Dot was a member of Grace Baptist
C h u rch and the Win-some Sunday
School Class. She was an avid golfer
having served as President of Sunset
Country Club Ladies Organization, the
S.C. Senior Women’s Golf Association
and the Women’s Carolina’s Golf
Association. She also served for sever-
al years as the Rating Committee
Chairman for the Women’s S.C. Golf
Association. Her hobbies were sewing,
bridge and gardening. 

Surviving are her husband; a son,
John E. Gardenhire; a daughter, Cindy
G a rd e n h i re Broome of Sumter; two
brothers, two sisters and two grand-
children. Memorials may be made to
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
S.C. Chapter, 1247 Lake Murray Blvd.,
Irmo, S. C. 29063.

Col. Charles F. Hoy
Col. Charles F. Hoy died at his home

in Melbourne, Florida on 13 October,
2003. Although he had trained as a
fighter pilot, he served with the 34th
PRS (1944-45) and later in Korea and
eventually found his way to the CIA,
DIA, NRO and was a recipient of the
Space Pioneers Medal. 

Col. Hoy will be laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery at a time
to be announced. Charlie was an active
member of the 34th PRS Association
and coordinated the last reunion out of
Port Canaveral on M.S. Fantasy. He
always availed himself of others to
share his experiences and was a great
all around guy. He’ll be greatly missed.

—Richard Faulkner
34th PRS Assn.

<webmaster@34thprs.org> 

Bennie Spencer Williams
MSGT Bennie Williams passed

away Oct 20, 2003, and was buried at
Rowan Memorial Park Salisbury, NC.
Bennie was a Camera Repairman/
Sensor Systems Technician on RF-101,
RF-4C and various other Recce aircraft

at Shaw AFB and Tan Son Nhut AB. He
served over 20 years in the USAF. Sur-
viving are his wife Janie and a son.

—Harry Biller
<Boyhwb@aol.com>

Maj. Gen. Mele Vojvodich Jr.
Mele Vojvodich (pro n o u n c e d

Vahvoditch), passed away Nov 3, 2003,

in San Antonio after a hard battle with
cancer He was one of the first Recce
pilots to fly the RF-86 including some
hairy missions during the Korean War
(he was Operations Officer of the 15
TRS) He was buried at the National
Cemetery at Ft. Sam Houston on Fri-
day, Nov 7, 2003 

He is survived by his wife of 50
years, Carol; his son, Mark Vojvodich;
and a daughter, Debra Vandenbos.

General Vojvodich was a command
pilot with over 6,000 flying hours in
the Korean War and Vietnam War as
well as peacetime and experimental
test programs. His military decora-
tions include the Distinguished Flying
C ross, Distinguished Service Medal,
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster,
Distinguished Flying Cross with four
oak leaf clusters, Meritorious Service
Medal, Air Medal with 13 oak leaf
clusters plus several commendation
medals. He was inducted into the elite
Blackbird Laurels Fraternity and is a
recipient of the coveted CIA Intelli-
gence Star of Valor. Memorial contri-
butions may be given to Tr i n i t y
Church, 5415 North Loop FM 1604
East, San Antonio, TX 78247.

The official  USAF bio of Gen

Vojvodich can be found at
www.af.mil/bios/bio_7481.shtml.

—Maj. Gen. Lawrence Garrison
<lgarr@sbcglobal.net> 

John R. Evans
John Evans passed away Nov 18,

2003, due to cancer. John was a Voodoo
pilot and a member of the 15th TRS in
Okinawa. He also flew the RF-80 and
RF-84 and was a onetime member of
the 32nd TRS. No burial service is
planned. He will be interred at Arling-
ton National Cemetery at a time to be
determined. He is survived by his
wife, Pilar, at 2324 SW Altara St., Port
Saint Lucie, FL 34953-2101; 727-336-
1623; <ReeceEvans@hotmail.com>

Mary Summers
Mary Summers, wife of John Sum-
mers, passed away Saturday, October
25, 2003, from complications relating
to multiple systems atrophy, a form of
Parkinson’s disease. Mary kept a
cheerful and positive attitude despite
her long battle. John and Mary were
married for over 31 years. She was
buried near their home in Bristol, Fla. 

John Summers can be reached at 
PO Box 38, Bristol, FL; 850-643-5150;
<Mcsummers@aol.com>

James W. Abbott 
James W. Abbott died on Dec 11,

2001, after a long battle against cancer.
He was 66. He is buried at Ft. Logan
National Cemetery in Denver, Colo.
He is survived by his wife Edith F.
Manning-Abbott, four children and
four grandchildren. Edith lives 842
Tenderfoot Trail, Apt. 204, Colorado
Springs, CO 80906; <EAbbott20
@msn.com>

Col. James F. Shambo
An earlier message from Mugs Mor-

gan reported that Jim had a return of
very aggressive cancer in the abdomi-
nal cavity. He was told that cancer
would end his life within weeks. Jim
lost his battle with cancer on Sunday,
Dec 7, 2003. He was in good spirits
until the end. He is survived by his
wife Ann, children Ruth, Rick, and Bob
and numerous other loving family

Taps
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members who miss him greatly. He will be buried in
Arlington. A scholarship named in his honor will be
given by the local AFA chapter. Ann lives at 1005
Lake Dr., Niceville, FL 32578; 850-897-3814.

—Gary Hannah
<ghannah1@cox.net>

Wayne Billig 
Wayne passed away on Oct. 9, 2003. He was

interred at Arlington National Cemetery on Nov.
19th with full military honors. Please send condo-
lences to his son, Shane Billig, at 19223 Rayfield Dr. ,
Winston Salem, NC 27107; 336-720-9372;
< s b i l l i g @ t r i a d . r r.com>; or to his daughter, Barbara
Cook, 19223 Stallion Road, Culpeper, VA 22701; 540-
825-6207; <Barbc657@aol.com>

Wayne was a long-time recce pilot. He flew RF-80s in
the 15th TRS in Korea and in Okinawa flying Vo o d o o s ,
as well as a tours at Shaw. He will be re m e m b e red for
his joyful presence at many Recce Reunions.

Marion Nelson
Marian W Nelson, wife of Warren Nelson , passed

away Dec 4, 2003, from complications of heart sur-
g e r y. Wa r ren lives at 169 N. 9096 Goode Av e . ,
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051-2116.

Roy Larsen
Major Roy Larsen, husband of Georgia L. Larsen,

passed away April 5, 2003, due complications of heart
s u rg e r y. Georgia is at P.O. Box 1367, Hayden, ID 83835.

Carmine Vi t o
Col. Carmine Angelo Vito, of Austin, Texas, passed

away on August 27, 2003. He began is military career as
an Airman Basic June 5, 1951. Five months later, he

e n t e red pilot training in
class 52H. He was one
of the first six pilots
trained to fly the U-2
and the only one to fly
d i r e c t l y
o v e r
M o s c o w .
( S e e
“C a r m i n e
Vito: U-2
Pilot,” p.
18, this
i s s u e . )
A d d i t i o n-
al assign-
m e n t s

included tours in Korea, Europe and
Southeast Asia. He is survived by his wife
Barbara and four childre n .

Final Flight
In memory of Major Wayne Billig

Like every pilot, we exaggerate the flight...
But not this time.

This morning I’m dressed and ready for my flight assignment
The Crew-Chief is waiting
This trip I won’t need a safety belt or my chute
This flight I’m flying farther and higher than I’ve ever been

I’m remembering the slogan for Recon pilots
“Alone, unarmed and unafraid”

Switch is on..............start engine.

My wing man, HE is good...
Never have to look back to see HIM...
HE is there...
Navigation is a snap for HIM...
We now have clearance for take-off
We’re heading for the ‘setting sun’
No more missions...no log books to keep, photos to take...

Just enjoy.

I’m climbing and climbing
I’m heading for HOME
On ‘top-of-the-world’.

I’m there and tower has given clearance for landing.
Now I’m on my final approach,
Don’t worry, this landing will be an uneventful one...
A landing all pilots wish for.

I’m heading to OPS for HIS debriefing.
HE shakes my hand and says,
“WELCOME...JOB WELL DONE...MISSION A C C O M P L I S H E D .”

Written for my friend
by Damaris “Dee” Maples

Former U-2 pilots at the funeral service for Carmine Vito: (L-R) John Shinn (Det.
B); Glen Dunnaway, Marty Knutson and Carl Overstreet (Det. A); and Fred
McCoy, Air Force Det. A Commander.

Scotty Wetzel
Scotty passed away April 27,

2003, from complications re s u l t-
ing from colon cancer surg e r y. 

Scotty’s wife, Patty, is at 628
Via Linda Ct., Las Vegas, NV
89144. —Don Karges

<dkarges@swbell.net> 

Claude Johns
Claude passed away May 3,

2003 from a heart attack.
Claude was an intell officer in
the 45 TRS during the late
1950s. —Dewey Hemphill

<dhemphill1@jam.rr.com.>
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By Eric Hehs
E d i t o r, Code One m a g a z i n e
Reprinted by permission

The U-2 suspended from the ceil-
ing of the Air & Space Museum
in Washington, DC, carries a

payload from one of its earliest flights:
a small lump of chewing gum. “If you
climb up the wing of the airplane,
open the canopy, and reach under the
left rail, you will find my wad of Tutti
Fruitti,” says Carmine Vito, one of the
first six pilots trained to fly the high-
altitude reconnaissance craft for the
CIA. Vito stuck it there on 5 July 1956
before taking off from Wiesbaden, Ger-
many, on his first operational mission.

“I was a little nervous,” recalls Vito.
“And my throat was dry.” His anxiety
could have been attributed to his mis-
sion route right over Moscow at the
height of the Cold War.

Vito is the only U-2 pilot to fly
directly over Moscow. His flight was
the third operational flight over poten-
tially hostile terr itory, or what the
pilots called “hot” flights. Carl Over-
street flew the first such flight of the U-
2 on 20 June 1956. The mission covered
Poland and East Germany. Then Hervy
Stockman flew over Soviet territory on
4 July, going as far north as Leningrad
to photograph naval shipyards and
then west to the Baltic States to cover
jet bomber bases. The fourth, fifth, and
sixth missions were flown by Marty
Knutson, Glen Dunaway, and Jake
Kratt. All were successful.

“The Russians launched planes to
intercept Overstreet on the first flight,”
notes Vito. “But they couldn’t reach
him.” Stockman’s flight was also
detected by Soviet radar. Several MiG
fighters scrambled to intercept him,
too. As with previous flights, the inter-
cepts failed. Soviet fighters could not
approach the altitude needed to shoot
down the lofty U-2.

Vito’s selection for the Moscow mis-
sion was more a function of circum-
stance than of design when the orders
came to fly. The U-2 detachment at
Wiesbaden was typically given an alert
notice from headquarters twelve hours

before takeoff. The notice usually came
before five p.m. During those twelve
hours, ground crew and pilots pre-
pared for the flight. Lockheed, Pratt &
Whitney and Kodak crews conducted
ground checks of the airplane, engine,
and cameras. Pilots suited up in their
specialized partial pressure suits and
breathed pure oxygen to ward off the
e ffects of rapid decompression (the
bends). To purge nitrogen from their
blood, U-2 pilots had to be “on the
hose” for at least two hours before they
were given the green light for takeoff.

“Without a go signal from head-
quarters, everyone headed for the club
after five that evening,” explains Vito.
“On that particular weekend, the 4th
of July, most everyone was celebrating.
When the late go came down from
headquarters, I was the only one who
had had only one drink. So, even
though our order of mission flights
had been predetermined by drawing
straws, I was selected for the mission.”

After forty-six years of describing
this particular U-2 mission, Vito can’t
be certain if he’s telling the story from
actual memories or telling it fro m
memories of previous descriptions.
Whichever the case, he remembers the
firework display keeping him awake
that night and the obligatory steak and
egg meal early the next morning.
“They always fed us steak and eggs

before a flight,” he says. “I didn’t want
steak and eggs at two in the morning,
but they were on the checklist. So I had
to eat.”

Vito’s route took him over Kracow,
Poland, and then to Brest and Baranovi-
ci in the Ukraine. He stayed on this east-
northeasterly route, overflying Minsk
on his way to the Soviet capital.

The mission began in bad weather.
“We had about 200 feet of visibility on
the ground,” recalls Vito. “The sky was
clear at 3,000 to 4,000 feet, but I had
u n d e rcast halfway inbound.” The
weather cleared as Vito followed a rail-
road line from Minsk to Moscow. At an
altitude of more than 66,000 feet, he lis-
tened to Peter and the Wolf, a Russian
musical composition with narration,
transmitted from a Soviet radio sta-
tion. Small mosaic fields of the collec-
tive farms passed below him. “Those
fields reminded me that Russian farm-
ers tilled the land by hand,” he says. “I
couldn’t get mad at people who work
that hard. I was never mad at the Sovi-
et people, just at their government.”

Vito’s mission took him dire c t l y
over Moscow and its extensive net-
work of newly buil t air defenses,
which ringed the city in three concen-
tric circles at twenty, forty, and sixty
miles from the city center. A smoggy
sky hid the city below. “My bubble
burst,” Vito recalls. “I thought, Gee I
came all this way for nothing. But the
filters on my camera cut through the
haze. A year or so later, I learned that
the resulting fi lm picked up some
remarkable detail.”

According to a CIA history of the U-
2, Vito’s mission came back with
images of the Fili airframe plant where
the Soviets were building their first jet
bomber (known as the Bison to the
West); a bomber arsenal in Ramen-
skoye; a rocket engine plant in Khimki;
and a missile plant in Kaliningrad.
From just east of Moscow, he turned
north to the Baltic coast and then back
south to West Germany.

“I learned later that the Soviets
launched at least five fighters to inter-
cept my flight,” says Vito. “Two planes
took off initially. The lead plane abort-

Carmen Vito poses in front of a U-2 in
the early ‘50s.

Carmine Vito: U-2 Pilot
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ed takeoff, ran off the runway, and
exploded. The wingman went through
lead’s flames and then bailed out. Two
more airplanes scrambled and were
refueled in the air. Those airplanes got
lost or collided. The pilots bailed out.
A fifth plane scrambled but couldn’t
find the tanker. He was lost and never
found to this day.” Vito never received
credit for five aerial victories. “After
all, I never fired a shot,” he says.

On his way back to West Germany,
the Canadian radar came on the air:
“Lone Ranger, this is Tonto. Keep
heading the way you are going. You
have 22 minutes to touchdown.”

“I knew they were talking to me
because they had the best radar
around and had picked us up on pre-
vious flights,” recalls Vito. “But U-2
pilots had to observe complete silence
on the radio. To this day, I wish I could
have replied, ‘Ti Ee Kemosabe.’”

Vito accumulated about 450 hours in
about 65 flights in the U-2 from 1955 to
1959. His last flight was in the first U-2C
at Edwards AFB. He left U-2 headquar-
ters at the CIAin August 1960.

Vito’s mission over Moscow as well
as previous and subsequent U-2 flights
have gone largely uncelebrated for rea-
sons of national security. Only recently
have these details surfaced from CIA
files made public. Public pro g r a m s
s p o n s o red by the CIA have even
included discussions with their coun-
terparts from the former Soviet Union.
What was once the domain of govern-
ment officials with the highest security
clearances has now become primary
research for Cold War historians. Vito
and others associated with the early
days of the U-2 program are finally
enjoying some deserved re c o g n i t i o n
and acclaim.

Explained George Tenet, director of
the CIA, in a symposium on the U-2 in
1998: “From the U-2 data captured by
our overflights, data that was corrobo-
rated by intelligence obtained by other
means, President Eisenhower could
confidently resist the fierce domestic
pressure to engage in a massive arms
buildup. He knew for certain, for cer-
tain, that we had no bomber gap and
no missile gap with the Soviet Union,

all Soviet boasting to the contrary. By
any measure, that was an intelligence
triumph. The men and women who
worked long and hard and often took
great risks for the U-2’s early successes
can be forever proud of that.

“I want to say a special thanks to the
pilots,”  Tenet continued, “fro m
Carmine Vito to the U-2 pilots of today.
The courage that Carmine and his col-
leagues showed made an enormous
difference to the security of our coun-
try. These men allowed generations of
Americans to live in peace and pros-
perity. On behalf of all Americans, I
want to thank you, Carmine, and all
your co-pilots and colleagues, for your
great and selfless heroism.”

Today’s U-2 pilots of the US A i r
F o rce carry on that legacy in missions
just as critical to the security of the 
United States and of its allies.

This article appeared in the Jan. 2002 issue
of Code One magazine, a publication of
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co. Code
One archives are available online at www.
codeonemagazine.com/

By Joanne Yeager

This happened in the Fall of 1959, just after
arriving in France. As usual, the runway

was closed at Phalsbourg and all the men were
at Laon. We were living in a house in 
Romelfing, the only Americans in the village
about 15 miles from the base. In front of the
house were two cement paths for the car
wheels and it was on a petty good incline.

I came out of the house one morning to find
that the car had a flat tire. Well, what to do?
Change it! I made sure the children: five, four
and two were in the house before I started. I
got out the manual and went to it.

I took off the hubcap and loosened the bolts
most of the way. So far, easy. I took the jack out of the trunk
and got it in place by following the directions (the car was a
heavy ‘68 Buick). Next came the spare tire, it was so heavy
I could barely get it over the bumper. At this point I was
tired! I sat on the stoop and cried. After a spell I jacked up
the car and sat down again to cry some more. 

Some how I got the old tire off and the new one on
although it took a lot of strength and all the time I was wor-
ried that the car would fall off of the jack. 

You guessed it: I sat down and cried some more. 

Now, with the tire on, I tightened the bolts and again,
you, I sat down and cried. With a last effort, I unjacked the
car, retightened the bolts, put the children in the car and
drove as carefully as I could into Saarebourg stopping at the
first gas station to have them check the tire out carefully.
Success! My Christmas letter that year with the whole
explanation brought back many responses. 

I’ve never had to change a tire since. God must feel that
once was enough. 

Memories of Phalsbourg 

18th TRS Cocktail Party circa 1957
(L-R) Evelyn Sebring, Sandy Bagley, Jan Routhier, Joanne ?, 

Mary Ellen Nelson and Kathy Richardson. Unknown man performing.



FO U R PO I N T SH E R AT O N HO T E L

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA.
APRIL 25 - 28, 2004

THE 19TH TRS WILL HOLD ITS NEXT REUNION ON THE

BEAUTIFUL EMERALD COAST BEACH. ALL MEMBERS FROM

ACTIVATION OF THE SQUADRON AT SHAW AFB, S.C. TO THE

PRESENT ARE CORDIALLY INVITED. COME AND ENJOY A GREAT

GATHERING OF RECCE PEOPLE.

By Cecil Rigsby

My wife, Lorrenne, and I host-
ed the 26th Reunion of the 
World War II 8th Photo

Reconnaissance Squadron in New
Orleans. Family, relatives and friends
gathered to honor veterans and wid-
ows of those who served in the Pacific
Theater collecting intelligence data,
piloting and maintaining the P-38 air-

craft (F-4s and F-5s). We had only 16
veterans there but most of them
brought family members and friends. I
turned out with my whole family.
There were 89 at our Banquet Saturday
night, 80 at our Wild Rock & Roll Party
Friday night and 82 at our Memorial
Service Sunday morning. The only
glitch in the reunion was the failure of
the US Navy Color Guard to show up.

I can’t say enough about The Mon-

teleone Hotel on Royal St. in the Fre n c h
Q u a r t e r. They gave us an $89 room rate,
the food was out of this world and the
service was the best. Our Hospitality
Suite was on the roof of the hotel with
360 degrees of windows overlooking
the city, built-in bar with our own ice
machine and a huge ro o m .

At our business meeting, we voted
to continue reunions as long as there is
a volunteer host to handle details. 

Sitting, left to right: Fred Rennels, Bud Sowers, Tex Davis and
Andy Kappell. 
Standing, left to right: Al Fishman, Tom Farmer, Volmer Keller,

Harold Moffat, Fred Macaron, Clyde McConnell, Art Kreider,
Leo Shuman, Clark Sykes, Irving Roth, Buck Bukowski, Cecil
Rigsby and Dick Shipway.

8th Photo Squadron Reunion

Seventeen veterans of the 8th Photo Squadron who attended the 26th reunion. They represent a cross section of
pilots, mechanics, administrators and other support personnel. 

Reunions
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19TH TRS

CONTACT:
JOHN FORTENBERRY

446 MARION DRIVE
NICEVILLE, FLA. 32578-1749 

850-678-0707; <JONANOM@AOL.COM>

38TH TRS 
(RAMSTEIN PHANTOMS)
RENDEZVOUS IN THE ROCKIES

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.
SEPTEMBER 28 - OCTOBER 3, 2004 

PLANNED EVENTS:
AIR FORCE/NAVY FOOTBALL GAME (WITH TAIL-GATE PARTY)

GOLF — TRIP TO NORAD — ACADEMY TOURS
FALL FOLIAGE TOUR TO CRIPPLE CREEK

AND WHO KNOWS WHAT ELSE. PLANS ARE STILL IN WORK.
CONTACT:

JE R RY MU S S E L M A N
234 TI L L I C U M TR A I L, WO O D L A N D PA R K, CO 80863

719-686-7721;
JERRY.MUSSELMAN@NETBEAM.NET



The Recce Reader, Fall/Winter 2003 19

Letters & Email
Greenie

I enjoyed my first issue of your pub-
lication especially the photos of Gree-
nie. She was 11 ft long the last time I
saw her in Okinawa, which was in Feb
1970. I don’t like snakes, but she was
an exception. That snake loved the
warmth. We had some radios we used
to keep in touch with the A/C. They
were probably tube technology and
p roduced a large amount of heat.
When I had the desk duty and I saw
that head come up over the top of the
desk I picked up the hot line to wing
HQ and let them know that Greenie
was going for the heat. She would pro-
ceed to where the radios and the hot
line phone were located and curl up.
We had a mommasan that kept the
squadron clean. She would clean the
chairs in the ready area without hesita-
tion. That is until we pointed out to her
Greenie’s tail sticking out from under-
neath the chairs. Then she gave them a
wide berth. —Roger A. Thomas

<roger.thomas@worldnet.att.net>

Request for help
I’m requesting help in locating for-

mer crew members. In 1952, we flew
the Douglas RB-26 out of K14 (Kimpo).
Our crews consisted of two navigators
and a pilot. Our pilot was Captain
Charles Ray of Ames, Iowa. The other
navigator with me was Lt. Frederick
(Fred) Interbitzen (or Inderbitzen). I
have been trying to locate these fel-
lows for several years but have been
unsuccessful. If anyone knows their
location, I would appreciate getting
their addresses .

—Ray Kayea, 386-760-4789
<clk.rfk@juno.com>

Hi Bob, I’m trying to locate There s a
Liscotti. She and her husband, Francis
(Scotty) Liscotti, were friends in Ger-
m a n y. Scotty has passed away, but I
would like to get in touch with Theresa. 

_—Lou McCann, 570-339-2331
<mlmccann@usadatanet.net>

New Book
Duane Hall and I have written a

book tentatively titled “Photographic
Reconnaissance and Interpre t a t i o n

During the Korean War 1950-1952.”
We were both stationed at Yokota

Air Base in the 548th Recon Tech Sqd
when the war started. When I was pro-
moted to 2nd Lieutenant, I had to be
transferred and was assigned to the
67th RTS at Taegu AB. Duane arrived
there shortly after I did and became
my NCOIC. It’s the story of our activi-
ties as photo interpreters. Fortunately
we brought back some of the Recce
photos that we wrote reports on and
some of them are featured in our book.
We felt that no one had told the story
of the vital support the photo inter-
p reters provided the UN gro u n d
forces. We are really looking forward
to its release. —Ben Hardy

<Cptdlttl@aol.com>

Thanks
Bob, it is so very, very nice of you to

give us all this great gift of connection.
Many, many thanks.

—Sally Lindsay 
<lindsay@franklingroup.net>

How many squadrons were you in?
A curious thing came up recently.

My grandson (which I have many!)
asked me in how many squadrons did
I fly the Voodoo. I told him quite a few.
I started looking at my old Form 5 and
found that I had flown the long bird in
nine different squadrons, which kind
of surprised me. 

Starting with the last to the first it
was the: 45th TRS, 4414th TS, 15th TRS,
4416th Test Sq., 18th TRS, 38th TRS,
32nd TRS, 17th TRS and 29th TRS. I’m
curious as to whether any of the other
Voodoo drivers had been through nine
squadrons? —Chuck O’Connell

<charlieo13@earthlink.net> 

Dad’s Career Day
I noticed not too long ago that you

visited with Bob Archibald in Santa
Rosa. He helped me out a few years
ago on “Dad’s Career Day” at my
daughter ’s Middle School. I came to
the Dad’s Day in a Captain’s flight suit
and service cap, complete with Bob’s
“G” suit, helmet and mask, along with
videos of the Thunderbirds. When the
other Dad’s – doctors, lawyers, etc. –

saw me they all groaned and moaned
that they couldn’t match the “fighter
pilot” in their group! I said something
charitable, like “eat you heart out.” A
minor victory, considering their
income, but a victory nonetheless. 

—Lou & Sophie Shehi 
and the college kid, Brittany

<lshehi@yahoo.com>

Green Python
In the latest issue of The Recce Reader,

at the end of Gene Morris’ article,
“ G reen Python,” he said the 15th was
replaced at Udorn by the 20th squadro n
which was permanently assigned there
for the duration of the war. I arrived at
Udorn in November 1968, and the
s q u a d rons under the umbrella of the
432 TRW were the 11th TRS, 14th TRS,
13th TFS and 555th TFS. When I
returned in September 1971, the 11 t h
TRS was gone, but the 14th, 13th and
Triple Nickel remained. There was
never a 20th squadron there when I was
t h e re, unless it was a super secre t !

Even though I don’t know most of
the names in The Recce Reader, I enjoy
reading it; I then pass it to a Navy
re t i ree who participated in WWII,
Korea and Vietnam. He enjoys it and
then passes it along. We have many
veterans living in Sabetha, Kansas,
because we have a wonderful network
of apartments, assisted living units
and nursing homes.

—Peppermint Patty 
(aka P2 or P-squared) 

Schneider Locher
<P2equinelover@aol.com>

According to this web site, http:\\mem -
b e r s . t r i p o d . c o m / R F 1 0 1 / S o m m a i re / L e _ R F 1
01/le_rf101.html, this is what happened:

“In 1966 the 20th Tactical Reconnais -
sance Squadron under the command of
Edward O’Neil was deployed to Udorn,
taking over the nickname ‘Green Pythons.’
The 20th TRS became the first full fighter
squadron to operate out of Udorn RTAFB,
flying the RF-101C Voodoo reconnaissance
jet over North Vietnam. On 31 October
1967, when Lyndon Johnson ended the
bombing of North Vietnam, the RF-101C
operations out of Udorn were siezed (ceased)
and the 20th TRS was disbanded.” —BG



Slow Flight
I have not flown in over a year, but I

checked my paperwork and I was still
legal, so I agreed to deliver a Cessna
150 from Arizona to Mississippi, VFR.

If you compare that trip to a remem-
b e red 600-knot low level in the
Voodoo, it is as close as you can get to
suspended animation!

—Wayne Roberts
<flyr42@omniglobal.net>

Thanks from Shane Billig
I wanted to drop you a line and let

you know how much I appre c i a t e
what you are doing with the newslet-
ter. We received so many nice senti-
ments concerning my father’s death.
We buried him at Arlington on
November 19th. All the people at
Arlington were so great. I can’t express
how very special they treated my
father and my family. The service was
unbelievable. I also wanted to send
you this beautiful poem Dee Maples
wrote for my father. It was recited at
the service and touched the hearts of
all who have heard it.

—Shane Billig & Family
<sbillig@triad.rr.com>

17th TRS Memories
Thanks for the invitation to attend

the Tac Recce Reunion in Dayton. I’m
not one to go to reunions, and certain-
ly not without my wife at my side. As

one of the two NCO types that attend-
ed the reunion, I had a great time lis-
tening to stories, some of which were
old and some new. I told Bob Kerstet-
ter before we went to the reunion, that
I felt we were lucky to have been sta-
tioned at RAF Upper Heyford when
we were. It truly was an honor to work
with the men of the 17th, and I’ll
always feel that I was blessed to be a
member of a Recce squadron. 

I thought I’d let you know that I
enjoyed doing the task at hand when
we were at RAF Upper Heyford and
you were my boss. I don’t know if I’d
have wanted to work anywhere other
than Ops, and I felt that working for
you and Phil Harvell was better than
one could imagine.

It truly was an honor to be at the
reunion and playing “Taps” at the end
of the Final Banquet was something I
was proud to do! The men and women
that were there are, and always will be
special, and those that weren’t there
are special treasures. Besides serving
my country, I believe that playing
“Taps” was one of the most important
things I have ever done.

If the Recce group plans to have a
Recce Reunion in Wisconsin in 2005,
I’ll be willing to assist in any way 
I am capable. —Mike Tipton

17th TRS/18th TRS Ops (‘67-’70)
<lanie@itis.com>
Sun Prairie, Wis.

Cargill Hall Retires
I received a short note from Cargill

Hall advising me that he has retired
f rom the National  Reconnaissance
Office where he has been the Historian
for many years. He asked to remain on
our mailing list, a request we are
pleased to honor. Good luck during
your retirement, Cargill. —BG

News from Valdosta
Mary June and I stay busy main-

taining two homes, one here and one
in S.C. We plan to spend Thanksgiving
in S.C. having a family reunion and
two-hog barbecue S.C. style. 

G roup Captain John Turner and wife,
M a r y, will join us for a week on the
farm. Nigel and Marg reet Walpole can’t
come because Nigel will have back sur-
gery and Marg reet broke her foot.

I can’t bel ieve it, but Howard
Austin called and told me that he has
moved from Australia  and purc h a s e d
a condo here. I spoke to Nate A d a m s
last night. He has turned 84. Ken
Harbin purchased a farm north of
h e re and spends some time there, but
his wife suff e red a stroke and is only
partially active.

We are fine. We enjoy The Recce
Reader. please keep up the good work.

—Norm & Mary June Huggins
See “Recce in Print,” p. 12, for more about
Norm Huggins.
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Royal Flush 1960
(L-R) Ron Yeager, Jim Fosdick and Dudley Halstead

Air Force Museum 2003
RF-84K undergoing restoration. Do you have any spare parts?


